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COLD SPRINGS, NEY P, 0., LEBANON CO,, PA.

The Mountain Post Offices of Cold Spring, Lebanon County
Pennsylvania

or

A Journey to the Ney Post Office

By Scott Ney, a great-great grandson of the first postmaster
August 26, 2026

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County
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Prologue

“About one out of nine towns and post offices
are named for the postmaster or his family.”

Pennsylvania Postal History: The Post Offices and First Postmasters from 1775
to 1994 by John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr.

The Ney Post Office was located in Cold Spring Township, Lebanon County. It was
accessible by rail, and located in a sparsely populated village, which was known for its
resort hotel.

The History of Ney P.O. (from Kay and Smith)

Cold Spring: 8/12/1852 -6/20/1853
Pearson: 11/11/1872-10/26/1877 (Service from Mifflin, Schuylkill Co.)
Ney: 6/16/1881 -6/15/1903 (Service from Ellwood, Schuylkill Co.)

Lotell: 7/13/1910* — 3/15/1939 (Service from Jonestown, Lebanon Co.)

*The difference between this date and the one given by Kay and Smith in their book is
explained below



Part |

Cold Spring

Image taken from the Beers 1875 Lebanon County Atlas — Ancestor Tracks dot Com

The postmaster was named Theodore D. Irish; the post office existed for little more than 10
months. The first hotel at Cold Springs was established around this time.

The name “Cold Spring” was subsequently selected for a post office in Wayne County,
which existed from 1858 — 1895 (spelled “Coldspring” from 1895 — 1934).

Friday, August 20, 1852: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p. 2)

%" The Postmaster General has establish-
ed a new Post-office at Co

non connty, and appointed Theodore Inlh,
Postmaster. |

Note: All newspaper clippings in this presentation are found on Newspapers.com



https://ancestortracks.com/wp/home/free-resources/lebanon-county/
https://www.newspapers.com/

By the time the short-lived post office at Cold Spring was re-established, it had been
claimed by the other location in Wayne County.

gf ?‘E "posT cA
§ WR[T]NWQ)Q

A postcard from Coldspring, Wayne County, from 1908.



Part |l

Pearson

The post office was named for Judge John J. Pearson, of the 12" Judicial District, which
comprised Dauphin and Lebanon Counties. The postmaster was William Lerch, who was
also the proprietor of the Cold Springs Hotel. Lerch resigned upon selling the hotel property
to the St. Joseph’s Society of Philadelphia and moving to Pine Grove. The next postmaster,
according to Newspaper accounts, was Mr. John Nichols.

Monday, January 13, 1873: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4)

-_—— -

DAILY NEWS.

Monday, Jannziry 13th, 1873.

e

~—A uew post-office has been estal
lished at Cold Spring, Lebanon county,

earson, in honor of
Judge Pearson. | A telegraph oftice has

~tablished at that place,



Thursday, November 5, 1874: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4)

Mt William Leveh, |
Co ! Spifng TToteT; Tias sold the same Lo
th st Joseph's Society of Philadelphia
fo . lout $6,500. The gentiewen who
tepresented a society in Washington,
having the pupers made to this Catho-~
lie organization. It will be occupled
as o retreat for Catholie priests.

.o

Tuesday, April 6, 1875: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1)




Tuesday, April 6, 1875: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4)

Lebanon Daily News.
- REINBARD & SHARP,

PUBLISHERS AND PROPRIETORS.

———

TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 1875,

LOCAL NEWS,

Doid Bpria %. this county, ice M, Wil

| —

N — _ -

There was a crime committed at the Pearson Post Office that made the news in 1877; a
registered letter, addressed to “Pearson’s, Luzerne County”, was missent to Pearson P.O. in
Lebanon County, and the defendant, who gained knowledge of it and claimed it under false
pretenses, and was found guilty of a federal crime and sentenced to two years in prison.

| wrote of this “Occurrence at the Pearson Post Office” in the November 2025 Pennsylvania
Postal Historian bulletin. Historian editor and friend Hal Klein is still waiting for someone to
report the existence of a cover from this elusive post office.



Wednesday November 28, 1877: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1)

: M L D6 woula et d
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December 12, 1877: Harrisburg Patriot News (p. 1)

Benjamin Nines, of East Hapover towli-
ship, Lebanon county, was last week con-
victed in the United States court at Phila-

delphia for obtaining by fra

a registered letter out of the| Pearson post

Lebanon county, no

him, and appropriating its contents. He was
aent’enoed ?o two vears confinement in the

penitentiary.

I & ——

136 COLD SPRING TOWNSHIP.

COLD SPRING TOWNSHIP.

This township is bounded on the east by Schuylkill county, north and west by Daupl

county, and on the south by East Hanover and Union townships, Lebanon county.
brated Cold Spring, from which the township derives its name, is situated between the Secon:
and Third Mountains, and was at one time a noted summer resort.
ized in 1853, from portions of Union and East Hanover townships, and had a population i

1870 of 80. Its present population is 40—a decrease of 40 within the last decade.

H

Huvley (J]l)avid 27, laborer—Mary, Mamie,
lara
Hoster John 25, laborer—Elizabeth
, Heigler Benj%min 17—Alice, Lehra

Mease Daniel 36, laborer—Mary A., Sarah A.,
David G. 11, John Ii. 8, Ellen A.,
Savilla M. Union Forge post office

Nye Elias 23, laborer—Lavina, Maggie, Katie
Emannel G. 1. ~Yellow Springs post
office, Dauphin county, Pa g

Raber Franklin L. 28, lahorer. Jonestown p. o.

k%
)
2

Blank
Page.
Politics

See
Blank
Page.

S

Stichler David 33, laborer—Juliann, David 9,
Sarah, 'thomas J. Yellow Springs

. Stichler Josiah 39, laborer—Sarah, Charles

5-12.  Yellow Springs

Shultz John sr. 57, agent—Leah. Yellow
Springs

Shultz William 31, laborer—Kate, Annie,
John 1. Yellow Springs

Wade John 21, gold miner—Belle, Barbara,
Lizzie. Yellow Springs

The residents of Cold Spring as listed in the 1880 Lebanon County Census Directory,
published by C. M. Bowman. Elias Ney’s post office is listed as Yellow Springs; however, |
can’tfind a post office that was at that location in Dauphin County.

The celc

The township was orgar

Poli tics.



Part i
Ney

Named after the first postmaster, Elias Ney; re-establishment of the Post Office at Cold
Spring was likely initiated due to new ownership of the hotel.

Monday, August 2, 1880: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 1)

ANOTHER SUMMER RESORT.

Cold Sprlng Hotel |l’roporty Purchased by
Gentlemen,

Arrangements were concluded on Satur-
day by which Messrs. George F. Rolrer,
Frank R. Leib, George W. Hunter, John
C. Herman, Christian Heikel and John
Morrow, all well kewn Harrisburgers, be-
come sole owners of the valuable property
in Lebanon county known as Cold Springs.
The property consists of about eighty acres
of land lying along the line of the Schuyl-
kill and Susquehanna railroad, twenty-six
miles from Harrisburg, and easily accessi-
blee. On it is the celebrated Cold
Spring, in former days one of the
most frequented picmic resorts in this vi-
cinity. A large hotel is built near the
spring, and a cottage is included in the pur-
chase. The present owners will fit up the
grounds as & summer resort and a place for
picnics, putting everything in order by next
season. A number of new cottages will be
erected, and every improvement necessary
will be made. The spot is one of the cool-
est in the State, situated right between the
mountains, and will no doubt be a mecca
for the excursionists next summer.




The notice printed in the Lebanon Daily News illustrates the issue my family has with the
spelling of our name; his name was misspelled “Nye” in the Lebanon newspaper notice.
His name, and therefore, the name of the post office, is spelled correctly in the notice
published in the Harrisburg Telegraph.

Friday, July 1, 1881: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4)

The post oftice at ( ; has been
named Nve, and Mypl E lias N ye hias been
appomted postmaste .

Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4)

V. VAN DVIAMUAWA W' ess - e —

'l‘ho tuffice at Cold
p(l’x.u been named
hu been appointed DOR

™ 1 T _ il ndl Quecmdaes anhanl hans

Some highlights of Ney family history:

1736: Fallendin NeU arrived in North America at the Port of Philadelphia on September 1,
on the Harle, from Germany via Rotterdam. He settled in Tulpehocken Township, Berks
County, along Northkill Creek.

1750’s: Two of Fallendin’s sons are attacked, and one murdered, by a marauding band of
Natives as they were out gathering firewood.

1777: Two of Fallendin’s sons were on the muster rolls of Capt. John Soder’s militia
company in Berks County.

1790: Fallendin NeU died. In the inventory of his estate there is listed an amount of
Continental money which | presume could have been received for providing food for
Washington’s army during the war. It’s likely this would have been undocumented if not for

12



an Act of Congress passed August 4, 1790, providing for the redemption of Continental
money at the rate of $1 for every $100. (cf. Q. David Bowers, A Guide Book of Continental
Currency and Coins, p. 19).
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1820: Daniel Ney, father of Elias Ney, was born on July 20.

1840: The first child of Daniel and Catherine Ney, Levi, was born in Bernville, Berks County,
July 25.

1845: Daniel Ney moved his family from Bernville in Berks County to “the Gap” in northern
Lebanon County.

1849: Elias Ney was born on August 21.

1864, July 21: Elias’ oldest brother, Levi, died of wounds received the previous day at the
Battle of Peachtree Creek near Atlanta, Georgia.

1881: Elias Ney becomes postmaster of the new post office at Cold Springs, June 24.
1903: Daniel Ney died, November 15.

1916: Elias Ney died, November 11.

13



Why was Elias Ney picked to be the postmaster?

It’s clear that his family was one of the few who lived in the vicinity of the hotel. An item was

published after the 1881 season had concluded, reporting that “Farmer Nye” was looking

after the hotel over the winter. But | wasn’t sure if being one of the few permanent residents

of the township would be enough for “Farmer Nye” to be appointed postmaster.

Searching newspapers, however, | found that Elias Ney was the tax collector in Cold Spring
Township and was active in the local Republican Party. Either one, or both, of these things

may have provided him with the requisite political connections for the postmaster job.

Partial list of delegates to the Lebanon County Republican Convention, from the Lebanon

Daily News, Monday, September 1, 1879

HEIDELBERG
T. B Z+snwe, Wuliam Reist, R x
Waeigley, W.lham B, Iba, Jumes M.
Royer,
BETHEL
J. W Grove, George W. Kirst, D,
E E Giumbine ;
SWATARA.
David Boltz, Isasc Heckley, Simon
Koous,
EAST HANOVER.

Thoman I'. Gerberieh, John A. F.y.
W Dotter, John H. Hunwmelberger.
JONESTOWN,

l'l‘. . Rank, Isuae Muler, C, 1), Zash.
ring.
MILLCREEK.
J.G. Batdmrt, B Swut, F.A. Z -
Iers, John White, Jers. Blecker.
: LD SPRING.
Elias Nye,

Tha con.mittee on credentisls offered
the following reporls ia the Jackson
contested matter,

B —

14



List of Lebanon County Tax Collectors, from the Lebanon Daily News, Monday, August 23,
1880.

15



Saturday, October 1, 1881: Harrisburg Patriot News

Disston Post Office?

Apparently, the name of the new post office in Cold Spring was intended to be “Disston”.
The question of why “Disston” was picked has eluded everyone I’ve ever talked to about it,
and I’m not sure if there’s a definitive explanation still existing for it.

At the time the post office was established, there was a prominent industrialist in
Philadelphia named Hamilton Disston, who had just purchased four million acres of
Florida swamp land. This was widely reported, but it’s unclear to me that Hamilton Disston
had any connections to Cold Spring or the hotel.

On Saturday, June 18, 1881, the same day that the Harrisburg Telegraph published the
notice that the post office at Cold Springs has been named Ney, the name Disston still
appeared in their advertisement for the Cold Springs Hotel. On Tuesday, June 21, 1881, the
post office name in the advertisement was changed to Ney.

16



Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4)

V. VY DUMALAVA WTvwewrwass

The postuffice at Cold B
ty, has been named

has been appointedn_,{‘.,\a hea

1. M _ i nawmal

Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4)

ENTY-S1X MILES FROM HAKRIS-

BURG, offers rare attractions for summer
boarders. La ¢, airy rooms, fine pmzza.gl ele-
ves,bi rooms and bowung alleys,

£ 2T
u':e'oit -palngs it!,lh the St:otg't.wm open June 15,
new thro
gt C. N. BbuAsCKWILL. Manager,
176 Disston P. O, Lebanon Co. Pa.ﬁ

Tuesday, June 21, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph, Page 4

COLD SPRINGS HOTEL,

ENTY-SIX MILES FROM HARRIS.
BURG, offers rare attractions for summer
boaraers. Large.airy rooms, fine piazzas, ele-
?nt groves,biiliararooms and bowunss eys.
inest springs in the State, Will open June 15.
Furnished new throughout.
L C.N. BLACKWELL, Manager.
176 Ney P. 0., Lebanon C0., P &,




The original Post Office Department application in the National Archives, which was
addressed to Elias Ney, shows that the name “Disston” was crossed out, and “Ney” written
next to it. There was a post office in Pennsylvania called Disston, in Lancaster County, but it
was hot established until 1891.

18



Notice of the establishment of the Ney Post Office was included in the Daily Postal Bulletin
of Saturday, June 25, 1881

DAILY BULLETIN

ORDERS AFFECTING THE POSTAL SERVICE

VoLIL  POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C, SATURDAY. JUNE 25, 188 ~ No. 403

1 | - B = 1

i E A 1
PFPENNSYLVANIA, I
Ney, Lebmnon Co., Route 8028, bet. Ellen-

dale I orge, ms. =. W., and Pine Grove,

2 s, N, (=upplemet 55,)

Notice of the appointment of Elias Ney as postmaster was included in the Postal Bulletin of
Saturday, July 2, 1881

DAILY BULLETIN

ORDERS AFFECTING THE POSTAL SERVICE.

Vol.IL POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, JULY 2, 188:. No. 409

Commizsions send June 24 1881,

New Offices.
David Ivy, Tupelo, Jackson Co., Ala

Luther H. Sullivan, Mentor,
Arkansas Co., Ark

James C. Liston, Red Mountain,
Gunnison Co., Colo

John C. Johnson, Sulphur bprﬁngs,
all Co., Ga.
Jackson C. Culver, lndependencc,
Pike Co., Il
Louis P. Buettner, Wartburg,
Monroe Co., *“
Sallie M. Williams, Ceffo, Person Co., N C
Jehu A, Allen, Macphelor
Lincoln oS =

Elias Ney, N’ v, Lebanon Co., Pa

Oscar Thiba eau Peot,
Kewannee Co., Wis

19
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Elias Ney’s address continued to be the Ney Post Office, but his tenure as postmaster

didn’t last long. The next man appointed to the post was Daniel Page.

Thursday, March 16, 1882: Postal Bulletin

FOSTMASTERS COMMISSIONED.

Convmissioned March 14, 1852,

JONMINAT IIESS....coenieee mine srove l"lll& P
Daniel A. Page......cccovevircenen conee 1 ey. !’u

_____

Less than two years later, Bright C. Lindenmuth was appointed postmaster at Ney.

Wednesday, December 12, 1883: Postal Bulletin

P[ISTM#STEES COMMISSIONED.

¥ mievianed Deeahar 11 15343,

FourTH ULass OFFICES,

R S B mEN ... o aNELERENTS sTHREAN D AN FREL B OER
Hrllrh' 1 ANAenMUI ... v eeeee N v i
L = I PSR '|5l'|-'lr-..-..'llu'\...'|-1 LS PR R FETT R R TS LY 1Y
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The Cold Springs Hotel was sold late in 1890 and was bought by Francis Grusch. Grusch
(also spelled “Grosch”) owned another resort, Grusch’s Mountain House, in Wernersville.

Wednesday, November 5, 1890: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p.2)

SHERINMF'S SALE.
Y VIRTUE OF A CERTAIN WRIT

of Venditioni Exponas, issued out of the
‘ourt of Common Pleas of Lebanon county,and
to me directed, 1 will expose at publie sale or
out-cry, on

Saturday November 29th, 1890,
at 1 o'clock. p m,, at the Public House of JOHN
REIDEL., (CITY HOTEL,) in the CITY OF
LEBANON, Lebuanon county,Pa., all the estate,
right, title, claim, interest and demand. lands
and tenements of the COLD SPRING HOTEL
AND LAND COMPANY, of, in, and to the fol-
lowing Real Estate, viz:

All that certain Messuage, Tenement and
Tract of Land, situate in COLD SPRING
TOWNSHIP, Lebanon county, Pa., adjoinin
lands of the Philadelpbit & Heading Rall Roa
Compuany, containing S ACKES, 1 Rod and
11 Pérches, be the same more or less, &9 The
Mok lmprovements consist of a Three-
ol Story Frame HOTEL BULLDING, 50
by 85 fect: Three-story Frame Annex,
S by 4l eet: Two-Story L to main
building, 25 by 35 fect: Bake House,
with Oven, 10 by 15 feer, and other Out-Build-
ings. F Also, wo Story Frame (?()'l’-D

"
A

TAGE HOUSE, 15 by 37 feet: Bowling
Alley, 12 by 51 feei: Bath House, 24 by 24 >
feet; Pump House, S by 10 feetl: Réstanrant
House, 10 by 20 feet : Dancing Pavillion, 48 by )
med 100, T L5~ Also, Two-Story Frame COT-
- T;y(;li. (IFarm House) 12 by 20 feet, with
Wing, 12by 16 feet: Frame Stable, 16 by
3l feet; Pig Sty, Chicken Hease, Wood Ilouse.-
and other Out-Buildinegs. :
™ Seized and @ o Sulio S 1he
property of THE| COLD SPRINGS HOTEL
AND LAND COME - ¢ f
THOS. V. MILLER, Sheri

m W sesn PR L. - - -




Monday, July 1, 1878: Reading Times

[O! FORTHE FOURTH OF JULY.

spond a pleasant day on the “Fourth of July,”

you tho
MOUNTAIN HOUSE,

ngluk\\'omemmo. :dmmmm udinno: of
chickens, numerous side Cream,
&¢., will be served. lccommodauons for'
murlepu ; :
of your coming,

Proprietor ¢

T-1a3-2t* .

Tuesday, July 2, 1878: Reading Times

v ‘jmzﬂmnmmm
MOUNTAIN HOUSE,

FRANCIS GRUSCH, IProprietor,

one and & half miles .nth of Wernersville ; pure
aud dr ounuln ; fresh spri wner sub-
stantial board: spacions an au ventilated
100 , Motand "cold bithe Rop . Including
'board, §7 10 812 per week lilk lmm one cow for
Mfuu Of Others. Address ¢ v

'K "‘(ni m wm /

68 a0  Wernersville P O, Berks county, Pa.
e P — —
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Tuesday, June 12, 1883: Reading Times

South Mountain Sunset House.
gher—up—on—the mountain 18 situated
h's |South Mountain Sunset
House; v inrge-fourtstory building, containing
fifty-seven well furnished rooms. The build-
ing was eorcoted ecspecially for a summer re—
sort, and is eapable of accommodating from
110 to 116 guests. An elevator was recently

=

........

in all its appointments. The view from this
resort is very fine, embracing a beautiful view
to the south as well as the far extending land-
sonpe to the north. The building is so situ-
ated as to command at all times an in -
raling breeze. The proprietor has the

ance of his daughters, who are well versed in
hotel management. There are twenty.one
acres of cleared land surrounding the d-
ings, with a tract of forty-two acres of timber
land belonging to the property. A number
of improvements have been made this spring.
The p-oprietor has received a large number of
applications for accommodations during the
season, and oxgem to have all his rooms oc—
cupied by the first of July.

Monday, July 11, 1892: Reading Times

: old resort in the mountains—
Spring, on the line of the Schuylkill
nn .“‘of the P. & R

1 man-
ne § Yy
: ny im-
de and others
on of 1593

. Among the
\ ?ﬂw ns
fipberg, WHREA

: ur& amstow

and 11, of this
dty' it several weeks there this sea-
ind nsed the baths for a rhenmatic

Hion. He obtained great relief in a
Jays. Among other visitors to Cold
i 19 ﬂanll ;"nmr Jm l\:o Fl'“l,;“oaed:
jam H. Norton, Josep . Rodgers,
T. Fox h&n’ C. Boyer and
wifeil Rooms have been by Miss

Immel, H. B. Hagy and others.

introduced to make it as complete as possible

- i -

ek A S -

ks ek A aa.
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Henry Moyer, the son-in-law of Francis Grusch, was appointed postmaster of the Ney P.O.
in 1891. Moyer later became the proprietor of the hotel.

Thursday, June 18, 1891: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3)

SPRINGS HOTEL.—IN [THE MOUN-

pleasure re-
sort of Peunsylvania is open, under new man-
tﬁgent. Hotel handsomely furnished : first-
¢ board. Water unsurpas-wlclr: delinghtlml
walks, boating, tishing, ete. Send for cireular.

x 3 F. GROSCH,
Cold %rrings. Ney P. O, Lebanon Co., Pa.
Jjunes-16t-m-w-1-s

Thursday, March 5, 1891: Postal Bulletin

POSTHASTERS COMMISSIONED.

Postmasters Commissioned under date o1
March 2, 1891, to take effect April 1.

1891.
Founri Cnass OFFICES.

ERETIIESCUTEL LU 0 EPL LRI 35 W i LARRT l.\'“:'.l-"- &l
Henry Moyer. s e VEV, Bl
Toononirn Thon mrd s Tl Toanwnel  "Fawws

4 I

NEY.
Brandt W H, P & R R R sta agt

Cold Springs Htl, H Moyer prop
Moyer Henry, postmaster

This is the listing for Ney in the Lebanon City Directory and County Business Directory for
1897 - 1898, published by Charles Shaffer and Co.
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The hotel was put up for sale again in 1899, and as no buyers were found for it, Moyer
opened it up for the 1900 season.

Wednesday, October 11, 1899: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p. 1)

PUBLIC SALE

The Cold Springs Hotel

AND GROUNDS.
Will be sa1d at Pablie Sale, on

Saturday, October 14th, 1899,

At the Eagle Hotel, in the City of Lebanon,
l’|a.. the following Valuable llotel Property,
viz

A Tract of land,contalning about 80 ACRES,
of which about 20 are under good cultivation,
situated at Cold Springs station, Lebanon
county, Pa., on the Schuylkill aud Susque-
“anna brauch of the Philadelpnia and KRead-
fng Rallway, about 26 miles northeast of Har-
risburg, and about the same distance Irom
Lebanon.,

*%. The improvements consist of
Two Large Hotel Buildings. 88.The
first building contains 10 bed rooms,
2 large dining rooms, seating W peo-
ple; 2 Kitchens, 1 with 2 large ranges
and the other has a store room attached; bak-
ing.wash and coal house attached ; One Onice,
one Toilet Room one large bar room,with nec-
essary fixtures; the other building has 42
rooms, including bath, with hot and eold wa-
ter and parlor rooms. Both buildings have
large halls and porches and a dancing floor
adjoins the two buildinge. One Cottage,about
00 yards from hotel, with six rooms and cel
lar: 2 jce Houses, one with large refrigerator;
bathiog bouse. with six vats. Water supplied
from srnug. about 20 yards away, known as
the Cold Bpring. Beautiful Park, with three
:ﬂ-rings. Cold 8"" r, Maguesia Spring and

irch Spring. Dancing Pavilion, size 3 by
50 feet, with music stand, 5} by 10 feet attach-
ed; one Refreshment Houss, one Cook House,
one Bowling Alley, 75 feet long, with double
track. The Park adjoins the hotel, and is sup-

lied with nice benches, Farm House, with
rooms and cellar: Summer House attached;
one large stable, one hen house, one pig al?'.
two corn cribs, one blacksmith shop. apple
Orchand, in good bearing condition, and one
| large good bearing Vineyard.

On the tract near the hotel is a large lake
with boats and boat houses.

This is a splendid Summer resort, and ever
year is visited by hundreds of guests. The al-
ftude is high, aﬂonllnl pure, invigorating

air, free from malaria. Asthma and hay fever

are unknown here. The dry and bracing air
of this luc:litf is almost a specific cure for
persons suffering with, or rredlspuscd to pul-
MONAry or nervous complalints.

The water is unsurpassed. There are three
la ge Springs—Cold Springs, which is 46° cold,
has bash houses attached, used as a curative
In Rbeumatic eases, has never been known to
fail. Magnesia Spring and Birch Spring,all of
which are pure and health-giving waters, and
are daily in demand.

Sale to commence at 1 o'clock, p. m,, when
conditions will be mmade known b{
HENRY MOYER.

September 20,



Saturday, June 23, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1)

"Exoellent table,
coo! and quiet. Send for circular.

H. MOYER,
Ney P. 0., Lebanon culiy. Pa.

1900 was the last year that the Cold Springs Hotel would operate, as the structure burned

to the ground shortly after the summer season ended.

Monday, September 24, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1)

GOLD SPRING HOTEL.

Totally Destroyed on Saturday After-

by Flre,
C'old Spring |hotel, the big summer
1o ¢ neart of the Blue moun-

tains skirting the northérn edge of the
county, was totally destroy late on
Saturday afternoon by a fire of un-
known origin. There was no fire pro-
tection and the flames made a clean
sweep of the immediate vieinity, con-
suming several other buildings. 1ne
total loss is estimated at £20,000 and is
partly covered by insurance.

The hotel was owned by Henry
Moyer and was a three-story frame
building with a two-story annex. It
was large and contained all the con-
veniences necessary for a first class
summer resort, The hotel was only
closed for the season a week ago and
there was no one in the place but the
women when the flames were first ..s-
covered. The men were summoned
from the fields but by that time the
flames had gained such headway ag to
defy all efforts to extinguish tHen..
Few qf the contents could be removed.

>
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There were plans to rebuild a “far superior” hotel at the site, but they never came to fruition.

Thursday, October 8, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1)

———— e

will Rebulld Gold Sprifgs Hotel.

et ievtor of the well
nt
ain — announces  that

vee will bnild a bandsome new hotel on
the =it of tlwe old structure that was
Nestroyved by fire several weeks  ago.
The new hotel will be far superior to
the old one aud will have all the con-
vendences for summer  visitors, The
new bnilding will he finished in time
for next season. This will he  gratify-
g to nany  persons  who annually
<pent some time there.
—_—— e —— - —

The final postmaster appointed at Ney was Samuel A. Reinbold, with the hotel gone and a
sparse population to serve.

Thursday, March 27, 1902: Postal Bulletin

POSTMASTERS COMMISSIONEU.

Not Hun&r—ﬂrﬁar Offices.
| Samuel A. Reinbold.............00 L Ney, Pa

- [T TP T

Friday, September 25, 1903: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 1)

There are only five voters i - C
Spring Township, Lebanon Counfys
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The Ney Post Office at Cold Spring was finally discontinued on June 15, 1903. The final
blow was probably the abandonment of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad’s Cold
Spring Station on May 1. The telegraph office, operated by postmaster S. A. Reinbold, was
closed on May 17.

Friday, May 8, 1903: Pottsville Republican (p. 5)

Friday, April 24, 1903: Schuylkill Haven Call (p. 2)
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Wednesday, June 10, 1903: Postal Bulletin:

POST NFFICES DISCONTINUED.

Effective June 15, 1903.
PENNSYLVANIA.
Ney, Lebanon Co., 110028, Mail to Ellwood,
Behuylkill Co.  [9 june 03
If you’d like to visit the old Cold Spring Station, you can still do so, and you don’t need to
travel to the mountains to do it: it was rebuilt in the basement of the Lebanon County

Historical Society quite a few years ago, and it remains there to this day.

Part IV
Lotell

After the occasional reports of the resurrection of the Cold Spring Hotel never came to
pass, the area was used for bottling spring water, chicken farming, and ultimately became
Lancaster YMCA’s Camp Shand. Despite the fact that the area was almost uninhabited and
inaccessible, another post office was established in 1910.

Kay and Smith record the establishment date of October 3, 1903. However, based on the
paperwork | have found, this date does not appear to be accurate.

Saturday, April 16, 1910: Postal Bulletin

POST OFFICES ESTABLISHED.

o mrmm ey e mmmren  me e g mmommmmes wa o
+

PENNSYLVANIA
Grantham, Cuomberiand Co., 1101898, Shep-
herdstown., 13 me. NKE. (Mechanies-
burg*) [17 mar
Laotell, Lebanon Co.. 110028, Onset, 7 ms.
I&.: Dauphin, 18 my. W.  (Outwood®,)
[13 july 04
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Detail of the Lotell Post Office Application

Front

Sir:
ith reference to the pr cgu‘ establishment of a po

r{c(—{, A A e fu._-..._..

you are muutod to supply promptly, on this form, the information
oad the plot called for, and to cause the proper certificate (page 3)
to be correctly filled cut.

Respeotfully, ‘W

First Assistant Postmaster General,

l;-O. oounih»y. State: ,&M & Q;_

atrer A-Odenere, WG i

Neareat lau rouu to propesed office (if not on a railroad):

/ﬁ 4 "d- route No. .7 ., from. . °O<f4[*4¢&_

Nearest station: /éd’-(d %m
Nearest post of- W ,a

fices on same

route: et sy Tl
Nearest po‘t of - . L asenl |

fice not on "/M' : .’j;“.: : 6;;'{

route: Fa3 e "
lloa?ot. prominent. a/m., 3 '//_J_:tﬁ : -—:W

river: v _a;r'f'
Nearest creek: R — Al Zi«f Cant

0office from which mail can best be ouppnod. ifr propoud office is

not on a mail route (see page 4): . vy
Vvillage to be -uppnoa with mail, if any: }‘6': %m’a
Total popuuuon to be supplied with sailt . e & ﬁ el

A=t [

e a.p—“
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This map from the Rand-McNally Atlas of 1911 has separate locations for Cold Spring, Ney,
and Lotell. The official Railroad Map of Pennsylvania, published by the Pennsylvania
Department of Internal Affairs, listed the Ney P.O. at Cold Spring for several years after the
P.O. closed in 1903. The approximate location for Cold Spring/Ney/Lotell is at Cold Spring
on this map.

The first postmaster of Lotell, as listed in Kay and Smith, was Elmer Beard; he was listed in
the Lebanon Daily News among the officers of the Cold Spring Water Company. Beard was
a city engineer in Reading and retired from there in early 1909.

David J. Bachman in his Gazetteer of Lebanon County Pennsylvania (2007) attributed the
name of the post office to Beard’s wife, Lottie. A personal note: Mr. Bachman confirmed for
me that the Ney Post Office was named for my family, and introduced me to Glenn Blauch,
a distant cousin, who directly or indirectly enabled me to acquire five of the Ney covers that
I’ve had in my collection.
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Saturday, April 24, 1909: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3)

“The members of the Boarg ur Pnb-
lic works, Readipg. profenied 1o
|Murin‘ City Enginee

~F a beautiful cloc

May 29, 1908: Lebanon Daily News (p. 6)

© cmanten :m i}
Notice i hereby h’t‘l‘-
plieation will be made to the Gover-

R

T Harry
m uder the Act of Ammbly.
ed, “An Act to provide 13!'
ineorpoutlon and regulation cer-
eorporationl, lpproM April

1874,

Mo. for thd élntter o'f?n m
ed corporation to be called “Cold
Springs Water Bottling Company,”
the character and object of which
is the manufacturing, bottling anad
selling pure water, . ba di w
ters, ginger ale,

sarsaparilla, and other similar cu-

verted into a poultry farm.



Friday, August 7, 1908: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4)

| State News in Brief.

R asasd sl

- e “

a. ane:of . (e il
oMcials of Reading, while spending
his vacation at Cold Springs, Leba-
non county, encountered a wildeat in
the yard at the chicken-house, and

opened fire, but missed the beast,

Exciting times at Cold Springs!

Saturday, November 25, 1911: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3)

FOR S AL E—<PIGEONS, BEST
homers. Mated and banded, From
a successful squab farm. Dark
birds, 70¢ per palr; Creams; $1,00

LOTELL |POULTRY FARMS,
D o Lotell] Pa.

Thursday, June 17, 1915: Lebanon Daily News (p. 7)

SACRIFICE SALE-——75 PAIR OF
guaranteed matedq and working
Homers, $1.00 per pair. Most ot
these birds are from extra fine
stock recently purchased from
The Plymouth Rock Squab Co.

6-17-3t
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Monday, June 26, 1922: Pottsville Republican (p. 4)

COLD SPRING )-A‘l‘c“ !’ARM

: FOR SBSALE
Eaceptional opportuanity te secure
gentlemen’s country home at a low
_price. Was for €0 years a well patron-
" {zed resort until hotel was destroyed
by tire. In recent ycars has been par-
| tially occupled In summer by boys
- emmp and as a private home. Two
| dwellings, lot of bulldings, fruits and
| berrien, beautiful scenery, fine lake
toer buthing, boating and fishing, fam-
jous hexith and medicinal spring
' from which water has been be
and shipped for maany years. Fally
eqQuipped bottling plant.
Sitaate on Reading Rallroad between |

urg and Plne Grove. Post Ofice

'Lotcu. Lebanon County, Pa. located on
, s. Nearly one hundred acres,
 twenty clerared and tillable, extemnsive
pouliry and plgeon pens ali u’ﬂu‘,
lwith running water.

Wonderful lecation where bealth ]
conditions, are supreme and you “l
not hase to be rich te buy it. !

G. T. BURD, Agent l
i

Mortimer Bldg.. Pottsville, Pa.
-

By December 1924, Lotell P.O. was on the closure list. However, an order to close it was

quickly rescinded.

Thursday December 4, 1924: Postal Bulletin

PENNSYLVANIA
*Lotell, Lebanon County, 1028580, Mail to be
sent to Pine Grove. Other records and Gowv-
ernment ﬁl’upﬁl‘t} to the central m:muntmg
office. Effective December 15, (2
December.



Friday December 5, 1924: Postal Bulletin

PENNSYLVANIA
Lotell, Lebanon County, 1025850, The order of
December 2, 1924, discoatinning this office
effective December 15, 1924 (Bul, No. 13640),
is rescinded. [4 December. !

Eva Fegley was appointed Postmaster at Lotell on June 15, 1925. (Postal Bulletin, June 20,
2025)

*¢ Lotell, Pa., Eva Fegiey.

Edwin B. Searles was appointed acting Postmaster at Lotell on February 1. 1929, and
received a full commission on April 12. (Postal Bulletin February 15, 1929 and April 15,
1929).

Railroad service to Harrisburg was terminated on August 20, 1929, yet the Lotell P.O. would
remain open for almost 10 more years. Service to Harrisburg was re-established
periodically for the short summer season. Rail service would alternate between Harrisburg
and Pine Grove for the remainder of Lotell’s existence.

The remaining history of the Lotell Post Office can be traced through the various changes of
status published in the daily Postal Bulletins.

Wednesday, August 21, 1929: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE
Terminated

102850, From August 20, 1929, service by the

Reading Co., from Lotell to Harrisburg rail-

road station (n. 0.), Pa., 26.2 miles, is termi-
nated. C
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o

MOUNTAIN REST LODGE, CAMP SHAND, LANCASTER Y. M. C. A,

The Lancaster YMCA opened Camp Shand at the site of the hotel in Cold Spring. This
postcard shows the “Mountain Rest Lodge” at camp, also known as the “Caretaker’s
House”, which also housed the Lotell Post Office and postmaster James Neal. Beginningin
1933, the post office operated seasonally for the remainder of its existence.

This postcard was sent through the mail, postmarked at Lotell on March 7, 1936:
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Pub. by Artvue Post Card Co.. 1vo Park Row, N. Y. City
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Wednesday, December 20, 1933: Postal Bulletin

ATy kSRR

Year-Round Office Changed to Summer
Office

Lotell, Lebanon County, Pa. Thizs office will
hereafter be koown as a summer office. It
will be apen froun July 1 to Aug. 15

Railroad service between Lotell and Pinegrove was terminated in August,1936, but re-
established in September. On the same day the notice for re-establishment to Pine Grove

was published, it was noted that service between Lotell and Harrisburg was discontinued.

Entries in the Postal Bulletin indicate that at the beginning of the summer, the rail service
between Pine Grove was terminated and rail service to Harrisburg established. In the fall,
the service between Harrisburg was terminated, and re-stablished with Pine Grove.

Monday, May 4, 1936: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Terminated
102880, From Apr. 25, 1936, service on routs

102380 of the Reading Co. hetween Pine Grove
and Lotell, Pa., 14.95 miles, is terminated.

Tuesday, October 6, 1936: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Authorized

102880, From Sept. 27, 1936, service between
Pine Crove and Lotell, Pa., 14.95 miles is
authorized as route 102350 of the Keading Co.

110742. From Oet. 1, 1936, trackege belween
Conde and Aberdeen, 5.Dak., 25817 miles, is
authorized as a part of the Minneapolis & St.
Louiz R. K. Co.'s route 116742, formerly
covered by route 110851 of the same company.

Discontinued

1n2E80, From Sept. 26, 1936, service on route
102580 of the Reading Co., between Lotell and
Harrisburg, Pa., 20.2 miles, I3 discontinued.
110831, From Sept. 30, 1936, trackage over that
part of the Minneapolis & 5t. Louis R. R.
Co's route 110851 between Conde and Aber-
deen, 5. Dak., 28,17 miles, is discontinued to
be covered by route 110742 of the same com-
pany from Oet. 1, 1936, )
111822, From Sept. 16, 1936, servica over that
rt of route 111822 of the Chicago, Rock
sland & Pacific Hy. Co. from Malvern to
Butterfleld, Ark., 4.93 miles. is discontinued.
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Monday, May 3, 1937: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Authorized
102880. From Apr. 25 1937, service between
Lotelland Harrisburg, Pa., 26.2 miles, isauthor-
ized as route 102880 of the Reading Co.

Discontinued

102380, From Apr. 24, 1837, service on route
102880 of the Reading Co., between Pine Grove
and Lotell, Pa., 1495 miles, is discontinued.

109727, From Apr. 24, 1937, service on that part
of the New York Central R. R. Co.'s route
109727 between Andover, Obio, and Ofl City,
Pa. (;’.‘ust Zide station), 61.38 miles, Is discon-
Linaed.

Wednesday, August 11, 1937: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Discontinued

102880. From June 30, 1937, service by thejRead-
ing Co., betwesn Lotell and Harrisburg, Pa.,
26.2 miles, is discontinued, covered by route
115728 from July 1, 1837.

o e o semmlzz  Ther dha

Wednesday, September 29, 1937: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Terminated
115728. From Bept. 25, 1937, serviee on route
115728 of the Heading Co. between Lotell and
Harrisburg, Pa., 26.2 miles, is terminated.

Authorized

115728. From Sept. 28, 1837, service between Pioe
Grove and Lotall, Pa., 14.95 miles, is authorized
on route 115728 of the Reading Co.
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Wednesday, July 6, 1938: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Authorized

107717, From July 1, 1038, service by the Atchi-
son, Topeka & Santa Fe Ry. Co., between
Little River and Galatia, Kans., 57.07 miles,
iz nuthorized as a part of foute 107717, formerly
eovered by route 107775 of the same company.

115728, From June 30, 1038, service by the
Reading Co., between Harrisburg and Lotel],
TI'a., 26.2 milkes, is authorized as route 115728,

Discontinued

107775, From June 30, 1938, service by the Atehi-
gon, Topeka & Santa Fe Ry. Co., between
Littla River and Galatia, Kans., 57.07 miles,
is discontinued, covered by route 107717 from
July 1, 19548,

115728, From June 29, 1938, service by the Read-
ing Co., between Plne Grove and Lotell, Pa.,
14.95 miles, is discontinued.

Monday, August 22, 1938: Postal Bulletin

RAILROAD SERVICE

Discontinued

107806. From Aug. 13, 1938, serviee by the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Hy. Co., be-
tween Holly and Lamar, Colo., 35.48 miles, is
discontinued, i

115728, From Aug. 11, 1938, service onm route
115728 of the Reading Co., between Harrisburg
and Lotell, Pa., 26.2 miles, is discontinued.

Authorized

115728, From Aug. 12, 1938, service between Pine
Grove and Loteil, Pa., 14.95 miles, i3 author-
ized on route 115728 of the Reading Co.

Lotell Post Office, which over the years became a target of both curiosity and derision, was
finally closed on March 15, 1939.
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Thursday, February 23, 1939: Postal Bulletin

POST-OFFICE CHANGES

Discontinued—Fourth Class

PENNSYLVANIA
Lotell, Lebanon County, route 115723,
tive Mar. 15, 1939. DMail to Jonestown,

Effec-

Thursday, February 17, 1938: Lebanon Semi

Lebano ‘s fourth ‘lass offices
are — Avon, Campbelltown. Cle- |
OnRA, leinfeltersville, Colebroox,
ILawn, Lotel!, Ono, Quentin, Rey-
mont, Cornwall, Newmansioan

and Schaeffe{SIOW By the wuy,
| did you nolDonl Kknow
and never h < T Well, it's

Cold Spriug Station {n rold Spring
township. in the Blus Mountalus
to the north. It has aad that nan.e
'on the records (or years, huy few
'peaple hereabouts know of {1.)

It mav he 2afale caciicmad ot ..

-Weekly News (p. 3)

Friday, November 25, 1938: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 5)

News And Current Events
Of The Week In Pine Grove

© Mrs. Harrietta Wolfe, suffered
a stroke at her Outwood home and
is confined to her bed.

® Robert Rauck, conductor on
the Lebanon-Trement train, is il
at his Lebanon home and extra con-
ductor, Charles Trommetter, is fill-
ing his position.

® George Mease, son Ralph and
Morris Knapp motored to Myers-
town and other nearby points. Re-
turning they motored to the top of

the mountain west of Gol
and parking the car walked tp Lotell |

Postoffice, the smallest in ti
tion of the state, otherwise known
as Cold Springs.
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Friday, March 17, 1939: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 2)

| Lotell Post Office
Out of Existence

Lotell Post Gffice, Lebanon Coun-
|ty, is no more. The tiniest of
Uncle Sam’s post office with only
two patrons, Mr. and Mrs. James
Neal, has been abandoned.

Many pecople do not know where
Lotel Post Office is located. It is in
the upper corner of Lebanon County
along the 8. & S. branch of the
Reading Raflway. It was served
from the Pine Grove Post Office
three times a week, Tuesdays,
Thurusdays and Saturdays by Har-
rison Adams, section foreman, or
one of his men, and the trip was
made by small railway motor that
chucked the nineteen miles be-
tween Pine Grove and Lotell to the
satisfaction of the Post Ofiice De-
partment.

In its early history, due fo the
splendid drinking water there, the
placed attained the name of Cold
Springs Post Office and also Cold
bpﬁngb Station on the Reading

v'im special excursxons from Har-
risburg, Lebanon and Pottsville to
this place. Cecld Springs water was
bottled and shipped to distant
places.
nands of the Hotel Company the
place was owned by the Catholic
people for an intended retreat,

History, however, has repeated it-
self. Once a fine resort, it now Is
only a shadow. The name of the
place was changed and as Lotell
very few people knew of it. For
many years it was a polling place
when only six families lived there
and the joke of political parties was
to get the first returns from Cold

Springs, which only
voters to fill the pollmg place
The place is now cwned by tme
Y. M. C. A, of Lancaster and there
still are a number of unused sum-
mer camps there. A special train
would bring the mail daily from
Harrisburg to the place so long as
the camp was open, but when the
camp closed it was discontinued.

RECOVERING

George Neal, of Tremont, who
was injured at work at Westwood
Colliery recently, is able to get about
on crutches,

SPECIAL

Before passing into the 1

MARGARET CLARK, Prop.
Phone 31R21 Good Spring

enoup&
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PartV
Covers, Cards, and Cancels

Ney

Manuscript cancel, date August 22, 1881

Postmaster: Elias Ney
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This piece of correspondence was sent to Wernersville, Berks County, in care of F. Grusch,
who later became the owner of the Cold Springs Hotel.

43



Pen cancel, no date; contents bear the date July 28, 1882

Postmaster: Daniel Page
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MADE IN ENGLANIZ 5.G. LEAF No. 3833 (Faced) : No. 3831 (Unfaced)
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Postmaster: Daniel Page

Ex. Erwin Herschkowitz Collection
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Postmaster’s cancel dated October 8, 1884 (Listed in the Doane-Thompson Catalog of U.S.
County and Postmaster Postmarks #3750)

Postmaster: Bright C. Lindenmuth

Postmaster’s cancel dated November 22, 1884

Postmaster: Bright C. Lindenmuth
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Town and bullseye cancel dated March 3, 1897

Postmaster: Henry Moyer

Town cancel with bullseye date March 17, 1897

Postmaster: Henry Moyer
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Suedberg backstamp
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Lotell: postcard, July 27, 1910

Postmaster: Elmer H. Beard
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Lotell: Postcard, July 27, 1910

Postmaster: Elmer Beard
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« This side fgr Correspondence. This side for Address.
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Did you notice anything special about the two postcards?

Here we have two postcards, posted on the same day, from the same obscure post office,

found in different places over a century later; quite an example of philatelic serendipity!

2is side for Address. ey e 1
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“2¢ Rate”

2¢ (1 oz.) First-Class, Letter, Surface Rate’, plus
“July 1 1885, thru November 1 1917

2¢ Washington - 1914 Flat Plate, Type I, 10x10 (Sc# 425)
Solo Usage

This personal cover, demonstrates a solo usage paying the single-
weight (1 0z.) domestic letter rate to an R.F.D., within the county.

LS

LOTELL, PA. 1903 - 1939

Lotell Type. C-2

Rating: 8 (Very Scarce)

Color Known. Black

Size/Type. 31mm Duplex C.D.S. w/4-Bar Killer
Killer- 18mm H x 20mm L x Imm T
Earliest Known Use: 1916

Latest Known Use. 1925

31mm Duplex Circular Datestamp,
with Four Bar Killer
“LOTELL, / PA.
JUL / 11 | 1916 | PM.”

LOTELL, PA.
JUL 11 1916 PM
TO
LEBANON, PA.

The cover is postmarked with a 31mm, circular datestamp at “LOTELL /
PA./JUL 11 1916 PM.,” while the stamp is tied with four black, 18mm H
X 20mm L x Imm T killer bars tieing the stamp to the cover.

This cover and the three following are presented courtesy of Hal Klein. They are a part of his

phenomenal collection of Lebanon County postal history and are presented thus so that

you can enjoy Hal’s creative style of documenting the specialitems in his collection.
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“2¢ PUAS Rate”

2¢ (1 oz.) First-Class, Le;ter, PUAS' Surface Rate,
plus
July 1 1919, thru July 5, 1932.

2¢ Washington - U.S. Postal Stationary (Sc# U429d)
Solo Usage

This to-busii cover, d strates a solo usage paying
the single-weight (1 0z.) PUAS ' letter rate to undeliverable publica-

LOTELL, PA.1903 - 1939

Lotell Type: C-6

Rating. 8 (Very Scarce)

Color Known. Black

SizelType: 33mm Duplex C.D.S. w/4-Bar Killer
Killer* 13mm H x 25mm L x Imm T
Earliest Known Use. 1927

Latest Known Use. 1930

32mm Duplex Circular Datestamp, with a
13mm H x 25mm L x Imm T Four Bar Killer.
“LOTELL, / PA.
JUL/ 29/ 3PM. /1927 "

LOTELL, PA.
JUL 29 3 PM. 1927

T0
VERA-CRUZ-MEXIEO—> Return to Sender
(“no se publica = indicates: “NOT PUBLISHED,” or...
“..NOT PUBLISHED ON THIS BRIDGE.”

T0

DOWNINGTOWN, PA.

The cover is postmarked with a 32mm circular datestamp at “LOTELL / PA./ JUL 27 3 PM. 1927 ” and tied by four, black,
12mm H x 25mm L x Imm T killer bars. The cover, when reaching Mexico, was marked in Spanish “NO SE PUBLICA” or

““NOT PUBLISHED" and returned to sender.

PUAS:' The Postal Union of the Americas and Spain began in 1911 The text of the 1946 agreement indicates, “The postage
rates of the domestic service of each country will govern in the relations of the countries which constitute the Postal Union
of the Americas and Spain, except when said domestic rates are higher than those applicable to correspondence destined for
countries of the Universal Postal Union, in which case the latter will govern.” [PUAS = Postal Union of the Americas and
Spain Included the following countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, El Salvador, Spain (including
the Balearic Islands, Canary Islands, Alhucemas Islands, Ceuta, Chaferinas or Zafarani Islands, Mellila, Penon de Velez de la

Gomera, Tangier, and Andorra via Spain), Uruguay and Venezuela.]

1. htps:/le Linedic

ostal_Union_of_the_Americas,_Spain_and_Portugal last accessed 2024

Courtesy of Hal Klein
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LOTELL, PA.1903 - 1939

Lotell Type: C-7
Rating. 6 (Scarce)
Color Known. Black
Size/Type. 32mm Duplex C.D.S. w/4-Bar Killer
“« 'y Killer- 18mm H x 27mm L x 2mm T
1¢ Rate’ Earliest Known Use: 1916

4 Latest Known Use: 1925
1¢ (each) First-Class, Post Card, Surface Rate" . S
“July 1 1928, thru December 31 1951

1¢ T Jefferson Postal Card, 1925-30 Printing (Sc #UX27(537ea)
Solo Usage

A business-to-state government post card demonstrates solo card usage
paying the single-weight domestic post card rate.

32mm Duplex Circular Datestamp, with
Four Bar Killer, 18mm H x 27mm Lx 2mm T
The card acknowledges the correct list of checked-out books from the State “LOTELL, / PA.

Library and Museum, Library Extension Division. JUL/71/3PM/ 1916

OBVERSE LOTELL, PA.
JUL 7 3P.M. 1928

TO
HARRISBURG, PA.

The card is postmarked with a 32mm, circular datestamp at “LOTELL
/PA./JUL7 3 PM 1928,” while the stamp is tied with four black,
18mm H x 27mm L x 2mm T killer bars.

Courtesy of Hal Klein
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“l":¢ Rate”

1%¢ Third-Class, Single-Piece Rate’ (Unsealed Envelope)
‘April 15, 1925, thru December 31 1948.

1%¢ Martha Washington (Sc# 805)
Solo Usage

This cover demonstrates a solo usage on a Last Day cover paying the
third class rate for printed circulars and miscellaneous matter as well as
unsealed covers without handwritten contents.

LOTELL, PA.1903 - 1939

Lotell Type. Cc-9

Rating. 6 (Scarce)

Color Known. Black

Size/Type 33mm Duplex C.D.S. w/4-Bar Killer
Killer- 20mm H x 25mm L x 2mm T
Earliest Known Use. 2?22

Latest Known Use. 1939, MAR 14 AM.

33mm Duplex Circular Datestamp, with
Four Bar Killer, 20mm H x 25mm L x 2mm T
“LOTELL, / PA.
MAR / 14/ 1939 | AM.”

James R. Neal, Postmaster,
Last Day of Lotell, Pa. Post Office Operation

/a/mw R Yeal

LOTELL, PA.
MAR 14 1939 A.M
T0
BRADFORD, VT

This official Last Day cover, commemorating the operation of a

post cover, is signed by the postmaster and postmarked with a black
33mm, duplex circular datestamp at “LOTELL / PA./ MAR 14 1939
AM.,” and the stamp is tied by the duplex’s four killer bars measur-
ing 20mm H x 25mm L x 2mm T

The post office was closed at the beginning of World War II with the

xpansion of the adjoining Indiar Gap Military Reservation
(I.G.MR.). The train sidings, once used by campers at Camp Shand,
were secluded and the perfect place to off-load new army military
trai in this re corner of Leb County.

Later, I.G.M.R. would transfer part of the land to the state of
Pennsylvania for the creation of Pa. State Game Lands and other
recreational use for the public.

Courtesy of Hal Klein
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Postcard, last day, March 14, 1939. Signed by the postmaster.

Postmaster: James R. Neal
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Cover, last day, March 14, 1939. Signed by

Postmaster: James R. Neal
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Epilogue

John Adam and Martha (Sealer) Ney

John Ney was the youngest son of Elias Ney, born on June 11, 1882. His daughter, Darlene,
was bornin 1931. She remembers that her mother worked in a post office.

| recorded a statement that she made about it on March 1, 2023:

Aunt Darlene, 91, mentioned on a couple of previous occasions that her mother, Martha
Ann (Sealer) Ney, worked “at the post office”.
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Today, while we were driving to Reading, | asked her if she knew which post office her
mother worked for. She said it was “up in the mountains” and specifically ruled out a couple
of names that | presented to her that came to mind (Lickdale and Jonestown).

As the Ney family lived in Cold Spring, up where the hotel once stood, | believe Martha
worked in the Lotell post office. Her husband, John Adam Ney, was employed by the
Pennsylvania Railroad.

The strength of the Ney Connection to Cold Spring

The father and son team of James C. Logan and James M. Logan noted in their book on the
Cold Spring Hotel Site (2005) that John and Martha Ney and their family were the last
occupants of a farmhouse that was on the site. Indeed, there were only six registered
voters in the township in 1923, and the Ney family finally moved away from there and into
Lebanonin 1924. Their oldest child, Harry Elias Ney, born April 17, 1908, was my grandpa.
He was 23 years old when Aunt Darlene was bornin 1931.

My grandpa did not have happy memories of his childhood in Cold Spring; in a newspaper
interview in 1983, he called it “a God-forsaken place”. In just a few words, the man who
wrote the article for the Sunday Focus magazine perfectly captured my grandpa as |
remember him: “He trailed off, partly lost in the confusion of old age. His thin, tobacco-
stained fingers fumbled a well-worn envelope of old photographs . ..” Grandpa died of
Alsheimer’s Disease in 1987, and unfortunately, that envelope of photographs he shared
with the author has been lost.

Lebanon Daily News Sunday Focus Magazine: July 17, 1983 (p.4)

Cold Spring village, now just a ghostly
collection of cellarways and crumpling
walls lost in the mountains of northern-
most Lebanon County, was not a good
place to grow up, Ney said. There were no
children his age to play with, and there
were not even many elders to talk to,

“I's a God-forsaken place, I've always
said,” Ney mused as he sat back in a
rocking chair of his home in North Corn-
wall Township, “The only ones who came
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Ney - Sealer Family Reunion at Colman Memorial Park

1962(?) - 2026

It was decided at this year’s reunion on July 26 that this year would be the last for the Ney
Family Reunion at Coleman’s Park. The oldest living memory of the reunion is from 1962;
the Sealer side of the family stopped attending about 1983.

| believe it’s likely that 1962 was the first annual reunion, because Martha (Sealer) Ney died
the previous year, in 1961.
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The Trial of the Infamous Blue-Eyed Six and an unexpected discovery

Daniel Ney, father of Elias Ney, testified at the Raber Murder trial, also known as the trial of
the Blue Eyed Six, in 1879. Five of his neighbors were convicted and hanged for the murder
of Joseph Raber (the sixth won an acquittal).

A CELEBRATED CASE.

g

T ELH

" RABER MURDER,

CONTAINING A DETAILED AND AfCLRATE ACCOUNT OF THE
MURDER OF JOSEPH RABER, BY DROWNING IN INDIAN-
TOWN CREEK, UNION TOWNSHIP, LEBANON Co,

PA, ON THE 7re DAY OF DICEMBER, 1878,

FOR THE AMOUNT OF

INSURANCE MONEY UPON HIS LIFE,

WITH A

VERBATIM REPORT

OF THE

Trial and Conviction

S1X MEN FOR THE CRIME,

AND A

Full History of their Lives and Confessions.

P i o e

LEBANON PA
¢ M BOWMAN PUBLISULR

i

Entered according to the Act of Congress, in the vear 1879 by C M Buwwuan inthe
' Office of the Labrarian of {ougoess st Washington, D €
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In Daniel Ney’s cross-examination, an amazing fact of family history was preserved. Before
| read the transcript of his testimony, | expected that one of the things | would never know
for sure was when and why he moved his family from Berks County to Lebanon County.

A defense attorney, likely testing Daniel’s memory, asked him:
Q: How long have you been living in that Gap?

A: 34 years last 6" of April since | moved to it.

b RV Ty WwWESW TT W W W W - W b A~ S

Q How long have vou bean living in that Gap”
4 34 years last 8th of April since 1 moved 1nto it

2 HLSEE N ¢ —- . - S AR

| still don’t know exactly why the family moved to Lebanon County, and it remains likely |
never will. But thanks to a sly defense lawyer, my under-educated but clear-minded
Pennsylvania German ancestor, and the transcript of this infamous murder trial, | know that
he arrived at his new home in Lebanon County with his wife, a toddler (Levi, born on July 25,
1840), and an infant (Emmanuel, born on January 2, 1845) on April 6, 1845.

The tabloid account of the Raber Murder trial also preserves this tidbit of information
regarding Elias Ney in a last confession of Frank Stichler, one of the condemned men
implicated in the murder of Joseph Raber:

“Frank and several companions went to Harrison Spang’s for chickens, and on their way
home incidentally took on Edward Hughes’ barn, where they captured about half a bushel
of corn. That night Elias Nye’s haystack furnished fodder for their horses.”

On another occasion, Stichler confessed, the gang made off with Daniel Ney’s steer.
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Ney, Ohio

There is stilla “N - E - Y Post Office” in the United States, in Defiance County, Ohio. The
Village of Ney in Defiance County is named after Marshall Michel Ney of Napoleon’s Army,
and thus, pronounced differently.
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https://villageofney.com/
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One of Ney Ohio’s favorite sons, Ned Garver, pitched in the major leagues from 1948 -

1961.
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/garvene01.shtml

Recommended reading: Cold Spring Hotel Site — Uncovering its Layers of History, by James
C. and James M. Logan, available from the Lebanon County Historical Society.

LEBANON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

{ @-%—:5‘%

Uncovering its Layers of History

James C. Logan
James M. Logan

RS
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The End

Thank you for accompanying me on this

journey to the Ney Post Office!

Posing in front of what might have been Elias Ney’s home is a woman who might have been
Elias Ney’s wife, Livina (Kreiser) Ney. The photo is not marked but belonged to grandma and
grandpa. | didn’t find it until after grandma died.
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Genealogical Postscript

Photo contributed by Kathie Hensch Gifford and posted on Find a Grave dot com.

Elias Ney and his wife, Lavina Kreiser Ney, and his father Daniel and mother Catherine, are
buried in the Moonshine Church Cemetery by the Ft. Indiantown Gap in northern Lebanon
County, PA.
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6619269/elias-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6619265/lavina-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6611424/daniel-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10535813/catharine-ney

