
1 
 

 
Railroad Map of Pennsylvania, 1911 

 
The Mountain Post Offices of Cold Spring, Lebanon County 

Pennsylvania 

or 

A Journey to the Ney Post Office 

By Scott Ney, a great-great grandson of the first postmaster 

August 26, 2026 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County 



2 
 

 

 
 

 



3 
 

Prologue 

 

“About one out of nine towns and post offices 
are named for the postmaster or his family.”  
 

Pennsylvania Postal History: The Post Offices and First Postmasters from 1775 
to 1994 by John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr. 

 

The Ney Post Office was located in Cold Spring Township, Lebanon County. It was 
accessible by rail, and located in a sparsely populated village, which was known for its 
resort hotel. 

 

The History of Ney P.O. (from Kay and Smith) 
Cold Spring: 8/12/1852 – 6/20/1853  

Pearson: 11/11/1872 – 10/26/1877 (Service from Mifflin, Schuylkill Co.) 

Ney: 6/16/1881 – 6/15/1903 (Service from Ellwood, Schuylkill Co.) 

Lotell: 7/13/1910* – 3/15/1939 (Service from Jonestown, Lebanon Co.) 

 

*The difference between this date and the one given by Kay and Smith in their book is 
explained below 
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Part I 

Cold Spring 

 

Image taken from the Beers 1875 Lebanon County Atlas – Ancestor Tracks dot Com 

 

The postmaster was named Theodore D. Irish; the post office existed for little more than 10 
months. The first hotel at Cold Springs was established around this time. 

The name “Cold Spring” was subsequently selected for a post office in Wayne County, 
which existed from 1858 – 1895 (spelled “Coldspring” from 1895 – 1934).  

 

Friday, August 20, 1852: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p. 2) 

 

 

 

Note: All newspaper clippings in this presentation are found on Newspapers.com 

 

https://ancestortracks.com/wp/home/free-resources/lebanon-county/
https://www.newspapers.com/
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By the time the short-lived post office at Cold Spring was re-established, it had been 
claimed by the other location in Wayne County. 

 

 
A postcard from Coldspring, Wayne County, from 1908.  
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Part II 

Pearson 
The post office was named for Judge John J. Pearson, of the 12th Judicial District, which 
comprised Dauphin and Lebanon Counties. The postmaster was William Lerch, who was 
also the proprietor of the Cold Springs Hotel. Lerch resigned upon selling the hotel property 
to the St. Joseph’s Society of Philadelphia and moving to Pine Grove. The next postmaster, 
according to Newspaper accounts, was Mr. John Nichols. 

 

Monday, January 13, 1873: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4) 
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Thursday, November 5, 1874: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 6, 1875: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1) 
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Tuesday, April 6, 1875: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4) 

 

 

There was a crime committed at the Pearson Post Office that made the news in 1877; a 
registered letter, addressed to “Pearson’s, Luzerne County”, was missent to Pearson P.O. in 
Lebanon County, and the defendant, who gained knowledge of it and claimed it under false 
pretenses, and was found guilty of a federal crime and sentenced to two years in prison.  

I wrote of this “Occurrence at the Pearson Post Office” in the November 2025 Pennsylvania 
Postal Historian bulletin. Historian editor and friend Hal Klein is still waiting for someone to 
report the existence of a cover from this elusive post office. 
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Wednesday November 28, 1877: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1) 
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December 12, 1877: Harrisburg Patriot News (p. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

The residents of Cold Spring as listed in the 1880 Lebanon County Census Directory, 
published by C. M. Bowman. Elias Ney’s post office is listed as Yellow Springs; however, I 
can’t find a post office that was at that location in Dauphin County. 
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Part III 

Ney 
Named after the first postmaster, Elias Ney; re-establishment of the Post Office at Cold 
Spring was likely initiated due to new ownership of the hotel. 

 

Monday, August 2, 1880: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 1) 
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The notice printed in the Lebanon Daily News illustrates the issue my family has with the 
spelling of our name; his name was misspelled “Nye” in the Lebanon newspaper notice. 
His name, and therefore, the name of the post office, is spelled correctly in the notice 
published in the Harrisburg Telegraph. 

 

Friday, July 1, 1881: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Some highlights of Ney family history: 

1736: Fallendin Neü arrived in North America at the Port of Philadelphia on September 1, 
on the Harle, from Germany via Rotterdam. He settled in Tulpehocken Township, Berks 
County, along Northkill Creek. 

1750’s: Two of Fallendin’s sons are attacked, and one murdered, by a marauding band of 
Natives as they were out gathering firewood. 

1777: Two of Fallendin’s sons were on the muster rolls of Capt. John Soder’s militia 
company in Berks County.  

1790: Fallendin Neü died. In the inventory of his estate there is listed an amount of 
Continental money which I presume could have been received for providing food for 
Washington’s army during the war. It’s likely this would have been undocumented if not for 
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an Act of Congress passed August 4, 1790, providing for the redemption of Continental 
money at the rate of $1 for every $100. (cf. Q. David Bowers, A Guide Book of Continental 
Currency and Coins, p. 19). 

 

1820: Daniel Ney, father of Elias Ney, was born on July 20. 

1840: The first child of Daniel and Catherine Ney, Levi, was born in Bernville, Berks County, 
July 25. 

1845: Daniel Ney moved his family from Bernville in Berks County to “the Gap” in northern 
Lebanon County. 

1849: Elias Ney was born on August 21. 

1864, July 21: Elias’ oldest brother, Levi, died of wounds received the previous day at the 
Battle of Peachtree Creek near Atlanta, Georgia. 

1881: Elias Ney becomes postmaster of the new post office at Cold Springs, June 24. 

1903: Daniel Ney died, November 15. 

1916: Elias Ney died, November 11. 
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Why was Elias Ney picked to be the postmaster? 

It’s clear that his family was one of the few who lived in the vicinity of the hotel. An item was 
published after the 1881 season had concluded, reporting that “Farmer Nye” was looking 
after the hotel over the winter. But I wasn’t sure if being one of the few permanent residents 
of the township would be enough for “Farmer Nye” to be appointed postmaster. 

Searching newspapers, however, I found that Elias Ney was the tax collector in Cold Spring 
Township and was active in the local Republican Party. Either one, or both, of these things 
may have provided him with the requisite political connections for the postmaster job. 

Partial list of delegates to the Lebanon County Republican Convention, from the Lebanon 
Daily News, Monday, September 1, 1879 
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List of Lebanon County Tax Collectors, from the Lebanon Daily News, Monday, August 23, 
1880. 
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Saturday, October 1, 1881: Harrisburg Patriot News  

 

 

 

Disston Post Office? 

Apparently, the name of the new post office in Cold Spring was intended to be “Disston”. 
The question of why “Disston” was picked has eluded everyone I’ve ever talked to about it, 
and I’m not sure if there’s a definitive explanation still existing for it.  

At the time the post office was established, there was a prominent industrialist in 
Philadelphia named Hamilton Disston, who had just purchased four million acres of 
Florida swamp land. This was widely reported, but it’s unclear to me that Hamilton Disston 
had any connections to Cold Spring or the hotel.  

On Saturday, June 18, 1881, the same day that the Harrisburg Telegraph published the 
notice that the post office at Cold Springs has been named Ney, the name Disston still 
appeared in their advertisement for the Cold Springs Hotel. On Tuesday, June 21, 1881, the 
post office name in the advertisement was changed to Ney. 
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Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 18, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 21, 1881: Harrisburg Telegraph, Page 4 
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The original Post Office Department application in the National Archives, which was 
addressed to Elias Ney, shows that the name “Disston” was crossed out, and “Ney” written 
next to it. There was a post office in Pennsylvania called Disston, in Lancaster County, but it 
was not established until 1891. 
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Notice of the establishment of the Ney Post Office was included in the Daily Postal Bulletin 
of Saturday, June 25, 1881 

 

 

 

 

Notice of the appointment of Elias Ney as postmaster was included in the Postal Bulletin of 
Saturday, July 2, 1881 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uspostalbulletins.com/Home.aspx
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Elias Ney’s address continued to be the Ney Post Office, but his tenure as postmaster 
didn’t last long. The next man appointed to the post was Daniel Page. 

 

Thursday, March 16, 1882: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

Less than two years later, Bright C. Lindenmuth was appointed postmaster at Ney. 

 

Wednesday, December 12, 1883: Postal Bulletin 
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The Cold Springs Hotel was sold late in 1890 and was bought by Francis Grusch. Grusch 
(also spelled “Grosch”) owned another resort, Grusch’s Mountain House, in Wernersville. 

 

Wednesday, November 5, 1890: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p.2) 
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Monday, July 1, 1878: Reading Times 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 2, 1878: Reading Times 
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Tuesday, June 12, 1883: Reading Times 

 

 

 

Monday, July 11, 1892: Reading Times 
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Henry Moyer, the son-in-law of Francis Grusch, was appointed postmaster of the Ney P.O. 
in 1891. Moyer later became the proprietor of the hotel. 

Thursday, June 18, 1891: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3) 

 

 

 

Thursday, March 5, 1891: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the listing for Ney in the Lebanon City Directory and County Business Directory for 
1897 – 1898, published by Charles Shaffer and Co.  
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The hotel was put up for sale again in 1899, and as no buyers were found for it, Moyer 
opened it up for the 1900 season.  

Wednesday, October 11, 1899: Lebanon Courier and Semi-Weekly Report (p. 1) 
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Saturday, June 23, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1) 

 

 

1900 was the last year that the Cold Springs Hotel would operate, as the structure burned 
to the ground shortly after the summer season ended. 

Monday, September 24, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1) 
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There were plans to rebuild a “far superior” hotel at the site, but they never came to fruition. 

Thursday, October 8, 1900: Lebanon Daily News (p. 1) 

 

 

The final postmaster appointed at Ney was Samuel A. Reinbold, with the hotel gone and a 
sparse population to serve. 

 

Thursday, March 27, 1902: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, September 25, 1903: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 1) 
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The Ney Post Office at Cold Spring was finally discontinued on June 15, 1903. The final 
blow was probably the abandonment of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad’s Cold 
Spring Station on May 1. The telegraph office, operated by postmaster S. A. Reinbold, was 
closed on May 17. 

 

Friday, May 8, 1903: Pottsville Republican (p. 5) 

 

 

 

Friday, April 24, 1903: Schuylkill Haven Call (p. 2) 

 

 



29 
 

Wednesday, June 10, 1903: Postal Bulletin: 

 

If you’d like to visit the old Cold Spring Station, you can still do so, and you don’t need to 
travel to the mountains to do it: it was rebuilt in the basement of the Lebanon County 
Historical Society quite a few years ago, and it remains there to this day. 

Part IV 

Lotell 
After the occasional reports of the resurrection of the Cold Spring Hotel never came to 
pass, the area was used for bottling spring water, chicken farming, and ultimately became 
Lancaster YMCA’s Camp Shand. Despite the fact that the area was almost uninhabited and 
inaccessible, another post office was established in 1910. 

Kay and Smith record the establishment date of October 3, 1903. However, based on the 
paperwork I have found, this date does not appear to be accurate. 

 

Saturday, April 16, 1910: Postal Bulletin 
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Detail of the Lotell Post Office Application 

Front 
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Back 
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This map from the Rand-McNally Atlas of 1911 has separate locations for Cold Spring, Ney, 
and Lotell. The official Railroad Map of Pennsylvania, published by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Internal Affairs, listed the Ney P.O. at Cold Spring for several years after the 
P.O. closed in 1903. The approximate location for Cold Spring/Ney/Lotell is at Cold Spring 
on this map. 

The first postmaster of Lotell, as listed in Kay and Smith, was Elmer Beard; he was listed in 
the Lebanon Daily News among the officers of the Cold Spring Water Company. Beard was 
a city engineer in Reading and retired from there in early 1909. 

David J. Bachman in his Gazetteer of Lebanon County Pennsylvania (2007) attributed the 
name of the post office to Beard’s wife, Lottie. A personal note: Mr. Bachman confirmed for 
me that the Ney Post Office was named for my family, and introduced me to Glenn Blauch, 
a distant cousin, who directly or indirectly enabled me to acquire five of the Ney covers that 
I’ve had in my collection. 



33 
 

Saturday, April 24, 1909: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3) 

 

 

 

May 29, 1908: Lebanon Daily News (p. 6) 

 

 

 

Friday, June 26, 1908: Ephrata Review (p. 3) 
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Friday, August 7, 1908: Lebanon Daily News (p. 4) 

 

 

 

Exciting times at Cold Springs! 

 

Saturday, November 25, 1911: Lebanon Daily News (p. 3) 

 

Thursday, June 17, 1915: Lebanon Daily News (p. 7) 
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Monday, June 26, 1922: Pottsville Republican (p. 4) 

 

 

By December 1924, Lotell P.O. was on the closure list. However, an order to close it was 
quickly rescinded.  

 

Thursday December 4, 1924: Postal Bulletin 
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Friday December 5, 1924: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

Eva Fegley was appointed Postmaster at Lotell on June 15, 1925. (Postal Bulletin, June 20, 
2025) 

 

 

 

Edwin B. Searles was appointed acting Postmaster at Lotell on February 1. 1929, and 
received a full commission on April 12. (Postal Bulletin February 15, 1929 and April 15, 
1929). 

Railroad service to Harrisburg was terminated on August 20, 1929, yet the Lotell P.O. would 
remain open for almost 10 more years. Service to Harrisburg was re-established 
periodically for the short summer season. Rail service would alternate between Harrisburg 
and Pine Grove for the remainder of Lotell’s existence. 

The remaining history of the Lotell Post Office can be traced through the various changes of 
status published in the daily Postal Bulletins. 

 

Wednesday, August 21, 1929: Postal Bulletin 
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The Lancaster YMCA opened Camp Shand at the site of the hotel in Cold Spring. This 
postcard shows the “Mountain Rest Lodge” at camp, also known as the “Caretaker’s 
House”, which also housed the Lotell Post Office and postmaster James Neal.  Beginning in 
1933, the post office operated seasonally for the remainder of its existence. 

This postcard was sent through the mail, postmarked at Lotell on March 7, 1936: 
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Wednesday, December 20, 1933: Postal Bulletin 

 

Railroad service between Lotell and Pinegrove was terminated in August,1936, but re-
established in September. On the same day the notice for re-establishment to Pine Grove 
was published, it was noted that service between Lotell and Harrisburg was discontinued.  

Entries in the Postal Bulletin indicate that at the beginning of the summer, the rail service 
between Pine Grove was terminated and rail service to Harrisburg established. In the fall, 
the service between Harrisburg was terminated, and re-stablished with Pine Grove. 

Monday, May 4, 1936: Postal Bulletin 

 

Tuesday, October 6, 1936: Postal Bulletin 
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Monday, May 3, 1937: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 11, 1937: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, September 29, 1937: Postal Bulletin 
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Wednesday, July 6, 1938: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

Monday, August 22, 1938: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

Lotell Post Office, which over the years became a target of both curiosity and derision, was 
finally closed on March 15, 1939. 
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Thursday, February 23, 1939: Postal Bulletin 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 17, 1938: Lebanon Semi-Weekly News (p. 3) 

 

 

 

Friday, November 25, 1938: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 5) 
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Friday, March 17, 1939: West Schuylkill Press and Pine Grove Herald (p. 2) 

 



43 
 

Part V 

Covers, Cards, and Cancels 

Ney 
Manuscript cancel, date August 22, 1881 

Postmaster: Elias Ney 

 

 

 

This piece of correspondence was sent to Wernersville, Berks County, in care of F. Grusch, 
who later became the owner of the Cold Springs Hotel.  
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Pen cancel, no date; contents bear the date July 28, 1882 

Postmaster: Daniel Page 
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Postmaster: Daniel Page 

Ex. Erwin Herschkowitz Collection 
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Postmaster’s cancel dated October 8, 1884 (Listed in the Doane-Thompson Catalog of U.S. 
County and Postmaster Postmarks #3750) 

Postmaster: Bright C. Lindenmuth 

 

 

 

Postmaster’s cancel dated November 22, 1884 

Postmaster: Bright C. Lindenmuth 
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Town and bullseye cancel dated March 3, 1897 

Postmaster: Henry Moyer 

 

Town cancel with bullseye date March 17, 1897 

Postmaster: Henry Moyer 
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Suedberg backstamp 
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Lotell 
Lotell: postcard, July 27, 1910 

Postmaster: Elmer H. Beard 
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Lotell: Postcard, July 27, 1910 

Postmaster: Elmer Beard 
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Did you notice anything special about the two postcards?  

Here we have two postcards, posted on the same day, from the same obscure post office, 
found in different places over a century later; quite an example of philatelic serendipity! 
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This cover and the three following are presented courtesy of Hal Klein. They are a part of his 
phenomenal collection of Lebanon County postal history and are presented thus so that 
you can enjoy Hal’s creative style of documenting the special items in his collection. 
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Courtesy of Hal Klein 
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Courtesy of Hal Klein 
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Courtesy of Hal Klein 
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Postcard, last day, March 14, 1939. Signed by the postmaster. 

Postmaster: James R. Neal 
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Cover, last day, March 14, 1939. Signed by  

Postmaster: James R. Neal 
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Epilogue 

 
John Adam and Martha (Sealer) Ney 

John Ney was the youngest son of Elias Ney, born on June 11, 1882. His daughter, Darlene, 
was born in 1931. She remembers that her mother worked in a post office.  

I recorded a statement that she made about it on March 1, 2023: 

Aunt Darlene, 91, mentioned on a couple of previous occasions that her mother, Martha 
Ann (Sealer) Ney, worked “at the post office”. 
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Today, while we were driving to Reading, I asked her if she knew which post office her 
mother worked for. She said it was “up in the mountains” and specifically ruled out a couple 
of names that I presented to her that came to mind (Lickdale and Jonestown). 

As the Ney family lived in Cold Spring, up where the hotel once stood, I believe Martha 
worked in the Lotell post office. Her husband, John Adam Ney, was employed by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 

The strength of the Ney Connection to Cold Spring 

The father and son team of James C. Logan and James M. Logan noted in their book on the 
Cold Spring Hotel Site (2005) that John and Martha Ney and their family were the last 
occupants of a farmhouse that was on the site. Indeed, there were only six registered 
voters in the township in 1923, and the Ney family finally moved away from there and into 
Lebanon in 1924. Their oldest child, Harry Elias Ney, born April 17, 1908, was my grandpa. 
He was 23 years old when Aunt Darlene was born in 1931. 

My grandpa did not have happy memories of his childhood in Cold Spring; in a newspaper 
interview in 1983, he called it “a God-forsaken place”. In just a few words, the man who 
wrote the article for the Sunday Focus magazine perfectly captured my grandpa as I 
remember him: “He trailed off, partly lost in the confusion of old age. His thin, tobacco-
stained fingers fumbled a well-worn envelope of old photographs . . .” Grandpa died of 
Alsheimer’s Disease in 1987, and unfortunately, that envelope of photographs he shared 
with the author has been lost. 

Lebanon Daily News Sunday Focus Magazine: July 17, 1983 (p.4) 
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Ney – Sealer Family Reunion at Colman Memorial Park 

1962(?) – 2026 

It was decided at this year’s reunion on July 26 that this year would be the last for the Ney 
Family Reunion at Coleman’s Park. The oldest living memory of the reunion is from 1962; 
the Sealer side of the family stopped attending about 1983. 

I believe it’s likely that 1962 was the first annual reunion, because Martha (Sealer) Ney died 
the previous year, in 1961. 
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The Trial of the Infamous Blue-Eyed Six and an unexpected discovery 

Daniel Ney, father of Elias Ney, testified at the Raber Murder trial, also known as the trial of 
the Blue Eyed Six, in 1879. Five of his neighbors were convicted and hanged for the murder 
of Joseph Raber (the sixth won an acquittal). 
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In Daniel Ney’s cross-examination, an amazing fact of family history was preserved. Before 
I read the transcript of his testimony, I expected that one of the things I would never know 
for sure was when and why he moved his family from Berks County to Lebanon County.  

A defense attorney, likely testing Daniel’s memory, asked him: 

Q: How long have you been living in that Gap? 

A: 34 years last 6th of April since I moved to it. 

 

 

 

I still don’t know exactly why the family moved to Lebanon County, and it remains likely I 
never will.  But thanks to a sly defense lawyer, my under-educated but clear-minded 
Pennsylvania German ancestor, and the transcript of this infamous murder trial, I know that 
he arrived at his new home in Lebanon County with his wife, a toddler (Levi, born on July 25, 
1840), and an infant (Emmanuel, born on January 2, 1845) on April 6, 1845.  

 

The tabloid account of the Raber Murder trial also preserves this tidbit of information 
regarding Elias Ney in a last confession of Frank Stichler, one of the condemned men 
implicated in the murder of Joseph Raber: 

“Frank and several companions went to Harrison Spang’s for chickens, and on their way 
home incidentally took on Edward Hughes’ barn, where they captured about half a bushel 
of corn. That night Elias Nye’s haystack furnished fodder for their horses.”  

On another occasion, Stichler confessed, the gang made off with Daniel Ney’s steer. 
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Ney, Ohio 

There is still a “N – E – Y Post Office” in the United States, in Defiance County, Ohio. The 
Village of Ney in Defiance County is named after Marshall Michel Ney of Napoleon’s Army, 
and thus, pronounced differently. 

 

 

 

https://villageofney.com/


64 
 

 

 

 

 

One of Ney Ohio’s favorite sons, Ned Garver, pitched in the major leagues from 1948 – 
1961. 

 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/garvene01.shtml
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Recommended reading: Cold Spring Hotel Site – Uncovering its Layers of History, by James 
C. and James M. Logan, available from the Lebanon County Historical Society.  
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The End 

 

Thank you for accompanying me on this 
journey to the Ney Post Office! 

 

 
 

Posing in front of what might have been Elias Ney’s home is a woman who might have been 
Elias Ney’s wife, Livina (Kreiser) Ney. The photo is not marked but belonged to grandma and 
grandpa. I didn’t find it until after grandma died.  
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Genealogical Postscript 

 
Photo contributed by Kathie Hensch Gifford and posted on Find a Grave dot com. 

Elias Ney and his wife, Lavina Kreiser Ney, and his father Daniel and mother Catherine, are 
buried in the Moonshine Church Cemetery by the Ft. Indiantown Gap in northern Lebanon 
County, PA. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6619269/elias-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6619265/lavina-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6611424/daniel-ney
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/10535813/catharine-ney

