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 P hilatelic S ociety  

of  

L ancaster C ounty  
 

The James Buchanan Chapter 173 of the  

American Philatelic Society 

American Topical Association Chapter 118 

Website: https://lcps-stamps.org 

 
2nd Wednesday/Month-Meet in Person at Landis Homes at 6:30 p.m. 

4th Wednesday/Month-Meet Virtually at 6:15 p.m. 
 
 

        

The Veranda Chronicles 
 
Happy summer Members & Friends. Boston 2026 was incredible, the once in a decade philatelic 
extravaganza, recognized by the Federation Internationale de Philatelie (FIP), as the 12th 
international philatelic exhibition, hosted by the U.S. during the last 110 years. 
  
The organizers deserve infinite congratulations and thanks. The Boston Seaport Convention 
Center was a wonderful venue, with banquets nearly every evening. The world came to Boston 
from May 23-30, 2026, and enjoyed over 4000 exhibition frames, 800 exhibitors, 100 dealers, 
and 60 societies.  
  
From now on, when I hear someone tell me that the hobby is dead or dying, I am going to have 
them talk to those who attended the Boston 2026 World Expo. The feedback has yielded 
excellent marks in almost every aspect, from the bourse to exhibits, the auctions to seminars and 
classes, the hospitality and social events, and much more. Below are pictures and memories from 
PSLC members who were fortunate to be able to attend Boston 2026. 
 
I am pleased to report that our Society is stable. We stand at 120+ members and your ongoing 
support, membership renewal, and donations will continue to be put to good use in supporting 
our efforts to maintain and enhance our award-winning PSLC Website, leverage our PSLC 
Facebook page and PSLC YouTube Channel by promoting the Society to a diverse audience, and 
of course to continue to publish our award-winning PSLC Newsletter. On that note, why not 
submit an article or two on your favorite subject for publication? How about sharing a 
presentation, monograph or exhibit for posting on our website (www.lcps-stamps.org)? 

www.lcps-stamps.org


2 
Volume 89, Number 7 July 2026 

In closing, I am looking forward to a relaxing few weeks with family, friends, stamps and covers 
before my daughters head back to University, and I am on the road again for business. I also hope 
to attend at least one or two local stamps shows here in PA—no doubt new finds wait!  
  
See you at the Club! 
 
Dr. Charles J. DiComo, PhD | President   
 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com 
 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

 
 

Wreck and Crash Mail: Not a Macabre Collectible 
By Mike Wilson 

8 July 2026 
 

Discover the fascinating world of wreck and crash mail through dramatic stories of train wrecks, 
shipwrecks, and early airmail disasters from the 19th and 20th centuries. Using rare covers, 
cachets, historical photographs, maps, and contemporary newspaper accounts, this presentation 
explores how interrupted mail reveals the human side of postal history and the extraordinary 
risks once taken to move the mail. Featured are remarkable survivals from railroad accidents, 
salvaged shipwreck mail, pioneering airmail crashes, and covers linked to figures such as John N. 
Luff. Far from macabre, wreck and crash mail preserves the legacy of those who carried the 
world’s communications. 
 

mailto:charlesdicomo@gmail.com
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Stamping our way through History on America’s 250th Birthday! 
By Steven J. Rod 

22 July 2026 
6:15 p.m. via Zoom 

 
“Stamping our way through History on America’s 250th Birthday!” by Steven J. Rod. July’s Zoom 
program is a two-part PowerPoint. This past Spring, Steve was invited by the United Federation 
of Teachers (UFT) to present America’s story through the use of its postage stamps. Steven’s 
presentation this evening will run about 40-45 minutes. It is based on his two meetings to a class 
of retired teachers, none of whom were familiar with America’s rich postage stamp history. 
Steven will focus on the messages he gave these non-collectors about stamp collecting, and how 
else such a presentation can be utilized, not on the American History part (which you already 
know!) 
 

     Annual PSLC Picnic – August 12, 2026      

*** This year a new location *** 

 
The Annual PSLC Picnic on August 12, 2026 will be held at a new location.  The new location is 
the Manheim Township Community Park which has an address of 201 Petersburg Road Lancaster, 
PA 17601.   The park is on Route 722 which is the same road that Landis Homes, our regular 
meeting location, is located.   The park is about 3 miles west of Landis Homes on Route 722 
(Petersburg Road). We have reserved the Kitchen Pavillion which is the first pavilion as you arrive 
in the park.   There is a small parking lot as you enter the park to the right and a larger one once 
you pass the pavilion.   Arrival time is 5:30-ish p.m. with the burgers and hot dogs provided by 
the club being served at about 6:00 PM.  All will be asked to bring a dish to share with the group.   
Sign-up sheets will be passed around at the July meeting.  If you have already responded in June 
we have your name on the list. Contact Dan Martin at drmartin6@comcast.net if you were not 
able to sign up at the meetings.  Dan will follow up with you on the items that we will ask you to 
bring to share with the group.  

 

mailto:drmartin6@comcast.net
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The Location of our 2026 PSLC picnic: Kitchen Pavilion of Manheim Township Community Park 

 

PSLC Calendar 
 
Descriptions for many of these programs are found on the PSLC website 
 
July 8: Air Crash Covers: Preserving the Legacy of Airmail Pioneers. Mike Wilson 

July 22: Stamping our way through History on America’s 250th Birthday! Steven J. Rod 

August 12: PSLC Annual Picnic at Manheim Township Community Park in Neffsville 

August 26: The Mountain Post Offices of Cold Spring, Lebanon County, PA; or A Journey to the 
Ney Post Office. Scott Ney 

September 9: Open 

September 23: Gary Loew 

October 14: PSLC Fall Auction 

October 28: An open discussion about philately and stamp collecting: how do you do it, what 
do you want to share about it, and what do you want to know about it, led by Rob Sternberg 

November 11: Society Open House and Exhibition, hosted by Len Kasper 

November 25: Elmer Long & His “Department Store of Philately”. Rick Barrett 

December 9: PSLC Annual Holiday Dinner. Len Kasper 

December 23: Cemil Betanov 

 

 

https://lcps-stamps.org/
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A Boston 2026 wrap-up 
By PSLC Members 

 

 
 
Responding to Dr. DiComo’s invitation to share my experience, I send you these pictures. My wife 
Chris and I attended the show on May 23-25. We traveled to Boston by train from Lancaster on 
May 22. The crowds were impressive and the postal administrations and dealers were numerous. 
We especially enjoyed the First Day ceremony for the Mister Rogers stamp, purchased the stamps 
and the special 4-stamp sheet and prepared and had cancels placed on numerous covers. 
Meeting “Mr. McFeely” (actor David Newell) from the Mister Rogers show was enjoyable (he’s 
pictured with my wife). Met a lot of nice people, saw some old friends (including our own Dave 
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Silcox), and made the acquaintance of some folks in the stamp world whose names were only 
known to me previously. We attended several other first day ceremonies, filled up the show 
passport, and I even did a stint as a volunteer security person. During our stay, we also did some 
venturing into Boston itself (Faneuil Hall and the JFK Library) and enjoyed several nice 
restaurants. A tiring but satisfying trip ended on May 27 with our trip home again by train. I’m 
certainly glad we went to this once every 10-year event! 
 
Rev. Harold Hand 
 

 
 

The Mr. Rogers stamp encore ceremony was one of my favorite moments of Boston 2026. 
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Actor David Newell, also known as Mr. McFeely, the Speedy Delivery postman on Mr. Rogers’ 
beloved show, pictured with my wife Chris. 
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We attended several First Day Ceremonies at Boston 2026; we met a lot of nice people there, 
and saw some old friends, too! 
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I assembled an "All Canadian" booth for the Boston show. We had 7 Societies represented 
ranging from the bigger ones (Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and British No.  America 
Philatelic Society) and small ones like the French-Canadian Societies. We had a good turnout of 
visitors from the U.S. and Canada at our booth as well as those who stopped by the Americas 
Pavilion where we were located along with other U.S. and Caribbean, Central and South American 
Societies. Attached you will find a picture taken at the show. 
 
Ronald E. Majors, Ph.D, OTB 
 
I entered a literature exhibit at Boston 2026. It was an article, “Spooky Stamps of Canada,” which 
appeared in the September-October 2025 issue of The Canadian Philatelist. The exhibit won a 
Bronze medal. 
  
Ron Breznay 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 
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Our meeting in Cornwall 
By Scott Ney, Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club 

 

Back in 1742 when the Cornwall Iron Furnace began operations, Cornwall was in Lancaster 
County. George Washington was a lad of 10, and the author of our Declaration of Independence, 
Thomas Jefferson, wasn’t even born yet. John Adams, who died on the 50th anniversary of our 
Independence in 1826, on the same day as his good friend and bitter rival Jefferson, was a seven-
year-old boy learning grammar in Massachusetts. Adams was on his way to becoming a colonial 
lawyer, statesman, and our nation’s second President, following the great General Washington, 
the man who refused to be a king.  
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This year Dr. Paul Petersen made the drive north to Cornwall to these historic wooded acres to 
share an evening with the Lebanon Stamp Collectors club at Cornwall Manor, hosted by Dennis 
and Lucy Shumaker. This year’s weather was kinder to us than the last, and we had a sunny and 
pleasant evening listening to Paul share his collection of Channel Islands occupation stamps with 
us. Three guests from the Manor shared an evening of stamps and cookies with us at the bocce 
ball courts. 
 

 

 
 
Channel Islands stamps are of special interest to collectors who pursue stamp issues related to 
World War II. The islands were occupied by Germany during the war, and Paul told us stories that 
are lurking behind these issues. He brought examples, such as the ones illustrated above, and 
showed several examples of their usage from his collection. He brought with him stamps 
containing several interesting features, such as secret marks that were quietly worked into the 
design in defiance of the occupiers. 
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The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club thanks Paul for coming to visit us again this year and hopes 
that he’ll be able to visit us again next summer!  
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Paul talks about Channel Islands stamps with one of our guests from Cornwall Manor. 
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THE PRECANCELLED BATTLESHIP REPORT 

 

“Mountain Grove Vineyard” 

Missouri State University 
 by 

Mary Katherine Klose and Stanley E. Jones 

Brandywine Valley Stamp Club 

 

This paper is concerned with a Battleship revenue stamp that was used by The Mountain Grove 
Vineyard (Figure 1). The stamp is a 2-cent proprietary revenue (RB27r) from the Spanish-
American War Battleship series that was used by the vineyard in 1899. 
 

 
Figure 1. A stamp cancel used by Mountain Grove Vineyard on a 2-cent proprietary stamp, RB 
21r, dated January 5, 1899. This is very early usage of the stamp cancel, as the vineyard was 

established in 1899. 
 

The stamp shown in Figure 1 is an example of very early usage of a 2-cent proprietary Battleship 
shortly after the vineyard was established. There is no reference to Mountain Grove in Chappell 
and Joyce [1], so we can conclude that they probably did not employ a printed precancel on 
Battleship revenues of this generation. Perhaps, the volume of their business in those days did 
not justify the use of such a cancel. Nevertheless, this was a thriving business that continues 
today. 
 
Mountain Grove Vineyard was established in 1899. It is now a part of the William H. Darr School 
of Agriculture at the Missouri State University. One of the early university buildings is shown in 
Figure 2.  
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Figure 2. Vintage Main Building for the Missouri State University  
Fruit Experiment Station, Mountain Grove, Missouri.  

A postcard borrowed from an eBay dealer’s site. 
 

Mountain Grove Cellars is licensed for wine sales and includes a licensed distillery. The college 
produces a variety of grapes from several locations on the property. Their wines are produced 
from their own grapes, which is a contrast to some larger vineyards that bring grapes in from 
other locations to bottle on their property, Figure 3.  

 

 
 

Figure 3. Wines marketed by Mountain Grove Cellars. The signature building shown in Figure 2 
is in the background (Missouri State University Website). 
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Located near the Ozark Mountains, picturesque Mountain Grove, Missouri, Figures 4 and 5, has 
become a popular tourist destination. The Brown Derby International Wine Center in Springfield, 
Missouri, offers the wine lover a stock of more than 4000 wines, as well as a broad selection of 
spirits.  

 

 
 

Figure 4. A view of the Ozark Mountains from Mountain Grove. This postcard was offered by an 
eBay dealer and borrowed from his site. 

 

It was surprising to find that the cancel on the battleship revenue shown in Figure 1 was from a 
vineyard in Missouri. We expected to find Mountain Grove Vineyard on the west coast, where 
most of the wine producing states are located. Yet, this vineyard in Missouri thrives today with a 
rich history as part of the School of Agriculture at the Missouri State University.  
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Figure 5. A postcard showing a spectacular view from the Ozark Mountains. This postcard was 

offered by an eBay dealer and borrowed from his site. 
 

REFERENCES 
 

1. C. H. Chappell and Morton Dean Joyce, “Proprietary Revenues of 1898, Precanceled 
Varieties,” American Revenue Association, 1957. 

 

The Numbers are in . . .  
 

Treasurer Lou DiFelice reported the following interesting statistics about our June auction: 
 
33 registered Bidders 
23 buyers 
151 lots offered 
135 lots sold 
Total Sales at $945 
Club offered 37 lots 
Club sold 36 of lots offered 
Club raised $405 from sale of items 
Top individual Seller made $117 
Top Buyer purchased $350.00 in items 
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           Montage created by Dr. Charles J. DiComo 
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PSLC Meeting Minutes 

 
June 10, 2026 – Landis Homes Attendance: approx. 40 members and guests 
 
Opening: On June 10, 2026, the Society held its annual summer Auction. Society Treasurer Lou 
DiFelice opened the meeting with a brief period of greetings and announcements. 
 
Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports: Secretary’s reports and Treasurer’s reports were approved 
as published in the club newsletter. 
 
Door Prizes: 34 door prizes of donated items were given by random drawing. 
 
Feature presentation: Summer Auction 
The auction featured many varied and interesting lots. There was a very high percentage of lots 
successfully sold with active bidding on most. Sales of club donations were strong, netting over 
$400 for the treasury. There were many satisfied sellers and buyers.  
 
After the very successful auction, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 PM. 
 
June 24, 2026 - virtual mtg via Zoom Attendance: 15 members and guests 
 
Opening: The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Paul Petersen. After a short period of 
greetings and announcements, Rick Barrett was introduced as the featured presenter for the 
evening. 
 
Feature presentation: “The Whimsical World of Philatelic Artist, John Coulthard.” by Rick 
Barrett 
 
“The Whimsical World of Philatelic Artist, John Coulthard.” As Rick shared, many may be 
familiar with the name John Coulthard; as he was a talented artist, a passionate collector, and 
was well-recognized in philatelic circles for nearly four decades, starting in the 1930s. Rick went 
on to provide a deep dive into his entire life in his usual engaging and fast-paced fashion! Never 
a dull moment when Rick is presenting. 
 
Q&A and Show, Tell & Ask:  
 
Following the presentation, Dave Weichert shared a ship cancellation cover from the USS Utah 
dated June 21, 1939. Dave stated that this item was from a collection he was developing of ship 
covers focused on ships present at Pearl Harbor at the time of the attack on December 7, 1941. 
The cache artwork was of a similar style to some of John Coulthard’s work. 
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The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 PM. 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
 David Weichert 
 Secretary 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report: June 2026 
Submitted by Lou DiFelice 

 

Opening balance: 6/1 $7,647.68 
Income $647.00 
Expenses            $165.00 
Ending balance: 2/28 $8,129.68 
CD’s   $6,246.16 
     #4101                                      $3,834.21 
     #4901                                      $2,411.95 
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Upcoming Regional Stamp Shows 

 

 
 
July 19, 2026: K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, on Sunday from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM at the Farm & 
Home Center of Lancaster County, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, PA 17601.  
 
Affiliated Dealers: K2 Stamp Mobile (K2 Stamps & Collectibles), Doug McCullough, Frank Soeder, 
Leslie Botte, Hugh Clark, David Lengyel, Wayne Gehret, Tony Coccio, Jack Zerby & Ward Wilcox.  
 
Table fee is $120 for 8 feet “L’s” (8″ front & 8″ side) with an 8″ back table. Setup starts at 8:00 
AM. For more info, contact Kevin Kellman at k2stamps@gmail.com or +1 (301) 524-9562. 
 
The next K2 Sunday Lancaster Stamp Shows for 2026 are scheduled for August 16 and December 
13. 
 
August 1, 2026: K2 Chambersburg Stamp Show 
 
Saturday, August 1, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM; Hosted by the Chambersburg Stamp Club 
 
The Chambersburg Stamp Club has grown by 12 members this year! Please join them at their first 
Chambersburg Stamp Show: 
 
K2 Chambersburg Stamp Show August 1, 2026. 10:00am-4:00pm 
Econo Lodge 1095 Wayne Ave., Chambersburg, PA 17201 
Dealer info: Table fee is $50.00/6 ft table (front and back); setup can begin at 8:30 am 
  
Please Contact Kevin Kellman by email at k2stamps@gmail.com or 301-524-9562 with any 
questions. 

mailto:k2stamps@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1095+Wayne+Ave.,+Chambersburg,+PA+17201?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:k2stamps@gmail.com
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August 7-9, 2026: BALPEX 2026 88th Annual Stamp Exhibition & Bourse. BWI Marriott Airport, 
1743 West Nursery Rd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090.  
 
Five minutes from the BWI terminal via free Marriott shuttle and five minutes from the BWI 
Amtrak/MARC station. Times: Friday & Saturday, 10AM – 6PM, Sunday, 10AM – 3PM. Free 
admission and Free parking. Easy in-and-out ground level venue. BALPEX is a World Series of 
Philately Show. For more information on BALPEX 2026, call +1 (410) 465-5712 or E-
mail: balpex@verizon.net 
 

 
August 16, 2026: K2 Lancaster Stamp Show, on Sunday from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM at the Farm & 
Home Center of Lancaster County, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster, PA 17601. Affiliated Dealers: 
K2 Stamp Mobile (K2 Stamps & Collectibles), Doug McCullough, Frank Soeder, Leslie Botte, Hugh 
Clark, David Lengyel, Wayne Gehret, Tony Coccio, Jack Zerby & Ward Wilcox. Table fee is $120 
for 8 feet “L’s” (8″ front & 8″ side) with an 8″ back table. Setup starts 8:00 AM. For more info, 
contact Kevin Kellman at k2stamps@gmail.com or +1 (301) 524-9562. 
   

 

 

 

 

mailto:balpex@verizon.net
mailto:k2stamps@gmail.com
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On the Publishing Scene  

 

 
 

 



24 
Volume 89, Number 7 July 2026 

The June Philatelic Gathering 
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Recent presentations posted on the PSLC website 
 

 “The Greenland Parcel Post Stamps,” by Dr. Jaume Balsells (2026-04-22) 
 

 “Pennsylvania State Taxation of Full Strength Beer”, by Ronald E. Lesher (2026-04-08) 
 

 “Lutheran Charity Seal Collecting (1910-1977)”, by Stanley Jones (2026-03-25) 

 
 

Find the PSLC on YouTube and Facebook 
 

Our Facebook page has more than 1,500 followers – please join us! YouTube and Facebook 
provide the PSLC with a 24/7/365 presence on the world-wide web, and both are great places 
to learn from and interact with other collectors. Please check out our posts, and then follow us 
so that you keep up with all the latest PSLC news and information, at 
https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty and 
https://www.youtube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393/videos 

 

Member Requests and Notices 
 

 
 
The Philatelic Relic: I maintain a modest kiosk “The Philatelic Relic” on eBay. I am a philatelist, 
researcher, collector, postal & social historian, lecturer, editor, award-winning author, etc. My 
archive of stamps, postal history, ephemera, etc. is available to all. Reach out to me anytime at 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com with your wants & needs.  Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Link: The Philatelic Relic | eBay Stores   

https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-04-22-Balsells-Jaume-Greenland-Parcel-Post-Q1a.pdf
https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-04-08-Lesher-Ron-PAStateTaxonBeer.pdf
https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-03-25-JonesStan-LutheranCharitySeals.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty
https://www.youtube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393/videos
https://www.ebay.com/str/thephilatelicrelic?_trkparms=folent%3Athephilatelicrelic%7Cfolenttp%3A1&_trksid=p3542580.m47492.l74602
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PSLC Officers 

President  
Dr. Charles J. DiComo 

914-450-3791 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com 

First Vice President 
John Hostetter 
717-205-6296 

Hostetterjohn8@gmail.com 

Second Vice President 
Bill Greiner III 
717-471-2354 

sunfighter@verizon.net 

Secretary 
David Weichert 
717-342-3120 

stampsbydave@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Lou DiFelice 

717-572-3419 
loudifelice@gmail.com 

Publicity 
Len Kasper 

717-723-1864 
hotrodparts33@aol.com 

Membership Chair 
Dan Martin 

717-481-8547 
drmartin6@comcast.net 

Program Manager 
Paul Petersen 
717-299-5640 

pcpetersen@comcast.net 

Website Coordinator 
Dr. Charles J DiComo 

914-450-3791 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Scott Ney 

717-383-1736 
stnst2@aol.com 

APS Rep 
Paul Petersen 
717-299-5640 

pcpetersen@comcast.net 

ATA Rep 
Paul Petersen 
717-299-5640 

pcpetersen@comcast.net 

General Information 
 

Visitors are Always Welcome! 
 

PSLC dues are $10.00 a year. For existing members who want to renew their membership for 1 
or more years, and/or make a donation to support our Society activities and programs, you can 
use PayPal-Friends by remitting payment to President Charles J. DiComo, PhD at 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com and denote in Notes section the reason for payment, your name, and 
how many years you are paying. Venmo can also be used @charlesdicomo. For new members, 
please mail/email your Membership Application along with a check or money order to Treasurer, 
Lou DiFelice. 
 
We meet in-person on the 2nd Wednesday of the month (Except August & December) at 6:30 
p.m. in the Crossings Meeting Room, Landis Homes, 1001 East Oregon Road, Lititz, PA 17542. See 
our website for directions. 
 
We meet virtually on the 4th Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. For society information and meeting links, 
contact Paul Petersen (pcpetersen@comcast.net). 
 
Visit us on YouTube: https://youtube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393 
 
Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty 
 
Our mailing address: PO Box 6053, Lancaster, PA 17607  

 

https://lcps-stamps.org/member-spotlight/
https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PSLCMembershipApplication2022Rev5.pdf
mailto:pcpetersen@comcast.net
https://youtube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393?si=Ko_lVdGkoyqxjCpB
https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty
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The PSLC is honored to be selected as a winner of the 2024 APS Star Route Awards for our website 
and newsletter.  The Society website (lcps-stamps.org), our 24 – 7 virtual presence where 
philatelists all over the world can access our resources, is the winner of a Large Gold award. Our 
monthly newsletter, which exists to inform you of upcoming Society events and give you a 
creative outlet to provide interesting philatelic content, is the winner of a Large Vermeil award. 
 

 

https://www.lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/

