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The July meeting of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club will be held on Tuesday, July 21, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. 

In the Community Room at the Lebanon Community Library, 125 North 7th Street, in historic Downtown 

Lebanon (17046). Dick Colberg will be presenting on French Telegraph Stamps and is planning to 

complement his presentation with an assist from Don Smith and his fine specialized collection of the worldΩs 

telegraph stamps. 

 
        Harpel Family Collection 

LebanonΩs Bicentennial Celebration 

The City of Lebanon was incorporated on November 25, 1885, so this is the date that is usually placed on the 

welcoming signs at the cityΩs limits. However, old άLebanon Townέ began to be settled by European 

immigrants about a century and a half before that. Our little piece of the map is, in fact, older than our nation.  

European settlement of LebanonΩs environs began as early as 1720, and history tells us that George Steitz 

founded Lebanon in 1740; before it received its Biblical name, it bore the name of its founder, Steitztown. 

Thus, on the two hundredth anniversary of its founding in 1940, the city threw itself a big party. Some pictures 

of the event from the Harpel Family Collection appeared at the semiquincentennial celebration at the Lebanon 

Expo Center this past July 4. Many of us Lebanon collectors no doubt have a few philatelic souvenirs from the 

event in our collections. 
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The picture shown above is one of the photos that Harpel took of the event, looking east at 8th and 

Cumberland Streets. The logo below is featured on the welcome banner in the middle of this photo. 
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HereΩs a view from 8th and Cumberland Streets, looking west. You can see John S. BashoreΩs menΩs clothing 

store on the left. You canΩt see the courthouse, which was on the right, and undoubtedly decorated for the 

occasion. 

Most of the covers commemorating the event carry a keystone logo commemorating LebanonΩs Bicentennial 

Celebration, which was the week of June 30 through July 5, 1940, and a depiction of LightΩs Fort. This graphic 

can be found printed on the envelope or on a colored label produced by the Lebanon Aero Philatelic Society 

and Stamp Collectors Club. If you look closely, you will note the sketch of LightΩs Fort is signed at the bottom 

by John M. Wirt, the collector that was profiled in this past FebruaryΩs Patent ς Overprint.  

There were also postcards issued for the event. Shown below is an ordinary postcard with a green Lebanon 

Aero Philatelic Society and Stamp Collectors Club label, and a specially printed post card signed by club 

president Henry B. Richter and sent to a collector in Minnesota. There was at least one other postcard design 

that commemorated the event, of the Light Meetinghouse; I am not aware of the precise location of LightΩs 

Meetinghouse. 
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This is the front of the postcard signed by Henry B. Richter; cards and covers are shown larger than actual size. 
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The week of LebanonΩs Bicentennial was a busy one, with many small events going on. Below are the daily 

happenings as they were advertised in a brochure inviting citizens to attend the festivities: 
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The event issued its own currency, a humble wooden nickel, which was redeemable at any bank in the city 

during the week of LebanonΩs Bicentennial. These were printed in different colors with a different location 

featured; for example, the red nickel featured the county courthouse, and the blue the Cornwall Iron Furnace. 

 

There were some attractive collectables created by philatelists for the event. Pictured are three hand-drawn 

or hand-colored άFirst Dayέ cachets. 
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The Bicentennial brochure featured the contrasting narrative of the άOld Lebanonέ and the άModern 

Lebanonέ. There was a big souvenir program produced for the event, packed with information about the 

festivities, advertisements for local businesses sponsoring the event, and a historical narrative. The narrative 

that appeared in the Bicentennial program in 1940 was reused for LebanonΩs 1976 Bicentennial program, and 

recycled once again this year, in the program for our semiquincentennial celebration. 
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Our June Meeting in Cornwall 

Dr. Paul Petersen made the drive to Cornwall again this year to share an evening with the Lebanon Stamp 

Collectors Cƭǳō ŀǘ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭ aŀƴƻǊΣ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎȅ {ƘƻŜƳŀƪŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ 

than the weather that confronted us last year, and we had a sunny and pleasant evening to listen to Paul share 

about his collection of Channel Islands occupation stamps. Three guests from the Manor also joined us for an 

evening of stamps and cookies at the bocce ball courts. 
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Channel Islands stamps are of special interest to collectors who pursue stamp issues related to World War II. 

The islands were occupied by Germany during the war, and Paul told us a few of the many stories behind those 

issues and showed several examples of their usage on covers from his collection. He brought with him stamps 

with many interesting features, such as secret marks that were quietly worked into the design in defiance of the 

occupiers. 

Thank you to Dr. Petersen for coming to deliver a fantastic program to us, and to Dennis and Lucy for hosting us 

again in the beautiful woods of Cornwall Manor. We are planning to meet outdoors there again next summer, 

and we hope that Paul will be able to visit us again!  
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The Underground Railroad Quilt 

By Scott and WaΩTanya Ney 

To recognize America as it enters its 251st year of fellowship with the world as one of its many nations, 

WaTanya and I ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜΩŘ temporarily expand the intended audience of this newsletter once again and 

invite our quilting friends and loved ones to share a piece of The Patent with us for another month. 

Our existence as a great and diverse nation includes many great and small contributions to mankind; it also 

includes many shameful events and afflictions that some of our neighbors argue we should not talk about. Our 

family does not ignore ugly facts that are interspersed among our triumphs, which allows us to appreciate the 

good and wonderful people and things that have been produced from the struggles and afflictions of those 

who have lived before us.  

One of the wonderful things that has resulted ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪŜǊŜŘ Ǉŀǎǘ is the Underground Railroad 

Quilt Sampler, a project that many a quilter has found hours of enjoyment in creating. Each block on the quilt 

tells a story, for ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ taste of as you read on. This was one of Wa¢ŀƴȅŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

quilter, a very challenging project for a novice to complete. She created it with the help of classes offered at 

Stitch and Craft, a small sewing and fabric store just off the Lancaster ς Lebanon Pennsylvania Turnpike 

exchange on PA 72.  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ even more about the blocks on this sampler quilt and how to make them, we recommend 

vǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ŀ 5ŀȅΩǎ Underground Railroad Sampler, by Ellen Burns and Sue Bouchard. The simple explanations of 

each quilt block we have provided come straight from their book.  

Originally, the 15 blocks on this sampler quilt were created and presented as 15 full quilts to communicate 

vital information in code that slaves needed to increase their likelihood of making a successful escape to 

freedom. We encourage you to learn more about these wonderfully practical pieces of folk art by reading 

.ǳǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻǳŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ book or finding out more about them at your local library or on the internet. 
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The Underground Railroad Quilt Sampler 


