
 

 

 

 

               www.newspapers.com 

Using the News 
Ideas for establishing a philatelic research habit 

Scott Ney 

Your PSLC newsletter editor 

November 26, 2025 

http://www.newspapers.com/


There was a time, not so long ago, when researching newspapers meant 
traveling to libraries with a roll of dimes or quarters and spending hours 
scrolling through microfilm . . .  

 



But today, you can search within online newspaper archives to find abundant material, on 
virtually any topic that you are interested in researching, in seconds; and you don’t need to 
leave your home. 

 

 
Disclaimer: this presentation is not sponsored by or endorsed by Ancestry.com or Newspapers.com. 



Using newspapers.com to do research is very easy! My purpose in this short presentation is 
not to give you a tutorial, but to show you some of the ways it has been useful in my philatelic 
and personal research, so that you can determine whether to use old newspapers to explore 
your own interests. 

 



If you just want to check out the news from a particular day or other short period of time, there 
is a browsing feature that looks like this: 

 

 

  



Selecting a date will allow you to read through an entire edition, or select certain pages  

 



The search feature allows you to search by keyword, date range, and location. This unlocks a 
treasure-trove of data that was previously unavailable outside of a library, and sometimes, very 
difficult and time-consuming to unearth. Here I searched “Lancaster Philatelic Society” in 
“Pennsylvania, Lancaster County” and, in a matter of seconds, received 342 matches. 

 



I was able to create a history of LEBPEX, the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club’s annual 
philatelic exposition, which ran from 1973 – 2001, using online newspaper clippings. You can 
access it on our affiliate page on the PSLC website. 

 

  

https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/lebanon-stamp-collectors-club/


What follows are a few clippings from LEBPEX in the News; the yellow box indicates the 
keyword that I used in my search. 

 



 



 

  



I’m currently working on a presentation to deliver to the PSLC in August 2026, tentatively titled, 
“A Journey to the Ney Post Office: A Rural Mountain P.O. in Late 19th Century Pennsylvania”. As 
you might guess, this is part family history project as well. I am using an MS Word document to 
collect the clippings I find, which I will use later to put the presentation together. 

 

 

 



One interesting feature of many old newspapers is their social columns; this was the “social 
media” of the olden days, preserved for us on newsprint. You might be able to find an event or 
two in the life of your grandparents, or a person one of your postal history covers was sent to . . 
.  

 



The research possibilities that old newspapers provide are practically endless! I follow a 
baseball blog on Substack that heavily utilizes newspaper clippings. The author is an APBA 
baseball simulation game aficionado; I’m sure many of you remember the APBA headquarters 
on the road to Millersville before the company relocated to Georgia. 

 



If you can’t or would rather not pay a subscription fee, you might be able to find newspapers 
that are available for no cost through Google news, or online via your subscription to a current 
newspaper. I enjoy revisiting Mike Schmidt’s Phillies via the Reading Eagle on Google News. 

 



Why not try it out for yourself? 

Happy hunting! 

 

 


