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Graf Zeppelin -- Demonstration Flights
1928 – 1 roundtrip flight to Lakehurst NJ
1929 – World flight to Germany, Japan, Los 
Angeles, and Lakehurst with return to Germany
1930 – 1 flight to Lakehurst via Brazil and return 
to Germany
1933 – 1 flight to Miami, Akron, and Chicago via 
Brazil and return to Germany

Hindenburg -- First regularly scheduled, 
entirely by air, postal service between 
Europe and North America
1936 – 10 roundtrips to Lakehurst
1937 – 1 flight to Lakehurst



First, some zeppelin mail with
a Lancaster connection.



Intended for Graf Zeppelin 1930 Pan American flight roundtrip.



From Postal Bulletin 15284:

"GRAF ZEPPELIN" EUROPE-PAN AMERICA ROUND 
FLIGHT FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, 
Washington, Apr. 26, 1930. 

It has been brought to the attention of the 
department that some letters intended for dispatch 
by the Graf Zeppelin have been postmarked with 
other than black canceling ink. Section 524, Postal 
Laws and Regulations, re-quires that stamps on all 
mail matter be canceled with black canceling ink. 
Mail intended to go forward via Graf Zeppelin on 
which the stamps are not canceled with black 
canceling ink will not be dispatched. The attention 
of postmasters is further invited to the fact that 
section 526, Postal Laws and Regulations, prohibits 
the use of any special post-marking stamp, and 
letters bearing the impressions of any special post-
marking stamp will not be dispatched on the Graf 
Zeppelin. 

LOREL N. MORGAN, Acting First Assistant 
Postmaster General.

Intended for Graf Zeppelin 1930 Pan American flight roundtrip.



UK airplane to Berlin, plane or rail to Friedrichshafen, Graf Zeppelin to USA.



Rio to Miami by Graf Zeppelin, delivered, reposted Akron to Friedrichshafen by zeppelin.







Graf Zeppelin Flights with U.S. Dispatches



Cotton merchants

Graf Zeppelin
1928 America Flight return
Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen
Oct 29-Nov 1
Letters $1.05
Cards 53¢

overpaid 10 ¢



Lakehurst—Friedrichshafen North America Flight 8, October 29-November 1, 1928
Signed on front and reverse by 38 crew members, including 14 officers; 
$1 zeppelin rate + 5₵ foreign letter rate.



Graf Zeppelin
1929 Round-the-World flight
Lakehurst - Lakehurst
August 7 to August 29
or
Friedrichshafen - Friedrichshafen
August 15 to September 4

Additional stops in Tokyo and 
Los Angeles



Lakehurst – Tokyo
$2.05 letter rate

Lakehurst – Los Angeles
$1.78 card rate, overpaid 1¢

Lakehurst – Lakehurst
$3.55 letter rate, overpaid 10¢



Los Angeles - Lakehurst
60¢ letter rate

Los Angeles - Friedrichshafen
90¢ card rate

Lakehurst - Friedrichshafen
$1.20 letter rate



Three countries visited on Graf Zeppelin’s 1929 World flight. 
Japanese cancel is August 19th in the fourth year of the emperor Hirohito‘s reign. 



Graf Zeppelin 1930 Pan American Flight, Washington DC first day of issue



Friedrichshafen - Friedrichshafen Pan American flight roundtrip, May 18 – June 6
$3.90 letter rate with Washington DC first day dispatch to New York and by ship to Germany for the flight.



(NY) Friedrichshafen - Friedrichshafen
$1.95 card rate - overpaid

Lakehurst – Friedrichshafen 
65¢ card rate – wrong cachets



Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen
$1.30 letter rate

Lakehurst to Seville
65¢ card rate



Lakehurst – Friedrichshafen, $1.30 letter rate, overpaid 1¢
Wrong cachet applied and erasure



Lakehurst – Friedrichshafen, $1.30 letter rate, Panama dispatch for  airmail to meet Graf Zeppelin.



Lakehurst – Friedrichshafen, $1.30 letter rate with official seals and manuscript “Rec’d in Bad Order.”



Canceled in all four countries visited.



Graf Zeppelin 1933 Chicago Flight
Lakehurst—Friedrichshafen, 
Chicago flights 354-355, 
October 28-November 2, 1933
Letter sent from mid-ocean 
with enclosure signed by crew 
and passengers to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt — 
no address needed; 
German stamps with onboard 
postmark and USA stamps 
canceled with onboard cachet 
(no paquebot cancel aboard).
1 known. Ex-Roosevelt.



1933 50¢ zeppelin stamp had 5 first days!
New York City  Oct 2
Akron   Oct 4
Washington DC Oct 5
Miami   Oct 6
Chicago   Oct 7





(NY ship to Germany) Friedrichshafen – Friedrichshafen roundtrip, $2 letter rate; all rates at 50¢ increments.
Ludwig Staehle cachet.



Miami – Akron, 50¢ rate; Beazell photo cachet.



Miami - Chicago, Chicago flights 351-352, October 24-26, 1933
James Farley, U.S. postmaster general, mail to U.S. president Franklin D. Roosevelt; 50₵ rate. 1 known.



Akron - Akron roundtrip with brief landing near Chicago, 50¢ rate; Poppenger cachet.



Chicago – Friedrichshafen, 50¢ rate.

            Advertisement from STAMPS magazine.



Hindenburg Flights with U.S. Dispatches



Lakehurst—Frankfurt, First North America flight 13, May 11-14, 1936
The first return flight had a special cachet with the 40₵ rate including sea post return. Signed by twelve crew members.



Flown by Hindenburg North America route, intended for Graf Zeppelin to Brazil, but flown by Hindenburg to South 
America— twice flown
TIPEX U.S. letter 40 ₵ zeppelin rate + 15 ₵ registration = 7 ₵ overpaid to Frankfurt, 
Hindenburg arrived too late for the 4th S.A. flight of Graf Zeppelin so held for 5th S.A. flight by Hindenburg departing 
Frankfurt on May 25 direct to Rio de Janeiro (May 29), letter 25 pf + 1.25 RM zeppelin rate = .25 pf overpaid. 



Lakehurst—Frankfurt, First North America flight 13, May 11-14, 1936
Nicaragua dispatch with mixed franking, FAM 5; 18 centavos air to New York + 40₵ zeppelin fee.



Lakehurst—Frankfurt, First North America flight 13, May 11-14, 1936
To Australia via Hindenburg, air from Frankfurt to Darwin and then Melbourne; 
40₵ zeppelin rate + 36₵ air to Australia + 15₵ NYC registration = 9₵ overpaid.



Lakehurst - Frankfurt, Fourth North America flight 25, July 4-6, 1936
40¢ zeppelin rate + 3¢ airmail to Prague



Lakehurst - Frankfurt, Eighth North America flight 42, September 21-24, 1936
“Not in Special Delivery Mail” rubber stamp added; 
48₵ was insufficient to pay 40₵ Zeppelin fee + 20₵ special delivery even if special delivery stamps used for franking.



Lakehurst - Frankfurt, Tenth North America flight 47, October 10-12, 1936
Pitney Bowes “Flying Eagle” meter strip to pay 40₵ rate. 5 known.



Intended for Lakehurst - Frankfurt, First North America flight 64, May, 1937

May 6, 1937
Lakehurst NJ



Ways to Collect Zeppelin and Airship Mail
on YouTube:
APS Stamp Chat: Ways to Collect Zeppelin and Airship Mail

< Follow on Facebook

https://www.youtube.com/live/zyotGUtR9ew
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