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2" Wednesday/Month-Meet in Person at Landis Homes at 6:30 p.m.
4 Wednesday/Month-Meet Virtually at 6:15 p.m.

L

| I’m Stamp Mah!

The Veranda Chronicles

My daughters sure know their dad! They gave me this bobble head a few years ago. My youngest
daughter Mia gave me a T-shirt a while back that every philatelist should have. Love her! Check
out a picture of me modeling the T-shirt later in the newsletter.

| hope you are enjoying the cooler weather as much as | am, and while | am sorry to have missed

the annual PSLC picnic last month, | did hear that it was well attended and accompanied by good
weather, food, prizes, and fellowship. As always, my hat’s off to Dan, John and the Picnic
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Committee. Now it is time for the fall auction; it’s always an extravaganza, one of our most
popular club events.

1
3

Denmark - Yearbook 2025

No. 55074

— YR

* EUR 106

If you have been keeping an eye on both the national and philatelic press, you are learning about
what is going on with the home mail service in the State of Denmark. They are doing away with
letter delivery service as of the end of the year, no more stamps and no more home delivery
other than packages. They will still retain this latter service. The data points denoting their decline
of mail utilization over the last several decades are astounding. The Danish populace is noted as
one of the most tech savvy worldwide. Because of this, Danish postal customers have been
abandoning most of the traditional mailing services in favor of online-everything. Ironically, | just
received a digital advertisement from Nordfirm which is selling the 2025 Danish Presentation
Pack and Stamp Yearbook, purported to be countries last. These go on sale on Friday, September
12. The one caveat will be if Denmark markets stamps for international mail.

The U.S. is not yet at this level of postal endangerment, but we are catching up. Yes, we have a
steep decline in our first-class mail deliveries, and this is not changing. Further, companies such
as Amazon, for example, have gained a large share of the parcel delivery market. In the future,
the U.S. may go in the same direction as Denmark. | personally think it is just a matter of time.
Yes, | do much online, but my philatelic genes and mounds of postage keep me in touch with my
philatelic colleagues.

And then there is the problem of all that saved-up postage that so many of us have on hand. A
reader of my last month’s column wrote me that she had purchased the “Putting a Stamp on the
American Experience” presentation pack including two intaglio sheets of the re-issue of Benjamin
Franklin #1 of 1847. This recently released package was developed as one of several items to
celebrate the 250%™ Anniversary of the Post Office where Benjamin Franklin was the first
Postmaster General.

In addition to her worldwide collecting, she has been compiling certain U.S. stamps and sheets
to be passed down in the family annals for future generations to enjoy. These stamps are
snapshots of American History and culture which she values; she sees this as her time capsule.
Some of the favorites that she mentioned include: the U.S. and France joint issue, the $2.00 non-
inverted Jenny sheet, the Civil War, Wild West, American composers, moon landing, and the
Celebrate the Century sheets.

Then she thought about her family who have no interest in stamps or anything collectible for that
matter, and they have told her so. As such, she decided to use her stored treasure trove of stamps
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on letters and packages, adding that she enjoys doing this and wondered why she hadn’t done
this earlier. Her story is an object lesson for those of us saving (or even hording!) postage...use it
now. Those in Denmark who have a lot of postage on hand will have a few months in 2026 to
return it all for credit. Then there are those American collectors with storage lockers full of
postage. I’'m not kidding, but this is another story.

The hobby is changing, and many of the pluses are digitally related. While not extremely new,
just look at what email, the club website and Facebook page, and Zoom have done for PSLC in
the last decade. You can all be contacted almost immediately with club news, updates, changes,
and much more. Since Covid-19 we have been holding monthly digital meetings of the entire
club, or at least for those who are connected! Even here we have made gains; Paul recently
shared that he only needs to send out monthly hard copy meeting updates and schedules to just
three club members. This number is down from about 15. Our membership is 97.5% connected!
Consider the leading philatelic societies who have recently made extensive upgrades to their
websites and what they have accomplished. Digitization has fostered educational programs of all
sorts, virtual exhibits and literature, digital meetings, informative podcasts, analytic philately, and
there is more to come. If you want to find out something, go online! And have | mentioned
philately’s future with artificial intelligence on the horizon? Just stay tuned. Sometimes | can’t
stand the wait. Philatelically speaking, Dr. Charles J. DiComo

Upcoming Programs

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County Fall Auction
10 September 2025
Landis Homes, second floor meeting room; doors open at 6:30 p.m. A short business meeting
starts at 7:00 p.m. Auction starts promptly after the meeting.

This is our final in-house auction of 2025. The Society holds three (3) Auctions a year (January,
June, and September). Participation in our auction is reserved for Society Members-only;
however, anyone can become a member of the Society for $10.00 on the night of an Auction.
Material that our members bring for sale is generally broad in scope, from stamps, postal history,
albums, ephemera, supplies, etc., and there is a variety of both international and U.S. There is
always something for everyone at a reasonable price. Why not stop by, grab a paddle and have
some fun with us?

Procedures:

Please register for a numbered paddle when you arrive. Place this number on all of your items
to be auctioned and use this paddle during the auction when you are bidding. This will ensure
that what you buy and what you sell are accurately credited and debited.

Be sure that all of your lots are accompanied by an accurate and detailed description, as this
helps buyers to better understand what they are examining.
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Auction lot description forms have already been emailed and a limited number of hard copies
will be available at the meeting. You may also access this form on the website at any time. While
the auction lot description sheets have been sent out and are available, you can make your own
as long as the pertinent info is included.

Fiscal transactions will be completed after the last lot has been sold. No early settlements will be

made.

The Auction Committee recommends that you:

Bring cash to pay for the items that you win

Keep a running total during the auction of the items and prices of the lots that you sell and win
Attach your sales information very securely to the lots you are entering into the auction. This will
help avoid misidentification with other sellers’ lots.

Bidding Rules:

Minimum bids are $1.00 per lot

The minimum bidding increment is 50 cents.

Only dues-paying PSLC members may participate in the auction.

Auction participants are limited to seven (7) lots.

You may also donate items to the auction, as donations are a welcomed, necessary source of
funds for our operations, and help defray the cost of special events, storage lockers, newsletter,
and website expenses, as well as advance deposits to secure special event locations.

Via Airship “HINDENBURG” ong via "GRAF ZEPPELIN"
From: LAKERURST, N, J,, U.5. A Lo South imerica.
To: FRANKFURT/MAIN, GERHANY

UNDER AUTHORITY OF
JAMES A. FARLEY, POSTMAS'

Syndicato Condor Ltda.
3 for ¥r. K.H. Royter,
>\ Bua da Altandaga 5,
“\Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL

EGISTERED

PRINTED BY THE
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING

-N.Y.. MAY 9-17,1936
PLATE NUMBER 2I1558

EAN

Graf Zeppelin & Hindenburg: U.S. Mails
By Cheryl Ganz
24 September 2025
6:15 p.m. via Zoom

The Graf Zeppelin flew to the United States in 1928, 1929, 1930, and 1933. Hindenburg flew to
the United States in 1936 and 1937. During the 1920s and 1930s, Zeppelin linked countries across
the Atlantic Ocean before airplanes could carry a non-stop payload. The Zeppelin Company

4
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subsidized operations by carrying and servicing mail. The earlier flights were demonstrations of
how zeppelins could transport mail, freight, and passengers more quickly than ships at sea. By
1936, Hindenburg provided the first regularly scheduled, entirely by air, post service between
Europe and North America. This presentation will focus on U.S. dispatches on these flights.

PSLC Calendar

All meetings on the second Wednesday of the month are in person at Landis Homes, and all
meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the month are on Zoom. Descriptions for many of these
programs are found on the PSLC website

10 September: Fall PSLC auction at Landis Homes

24 September: Graf Zeppelin & Hindenburg: U.S. Mails. Cheryl Ganz

08 October: 3.2 Wine and Beer Taxation. Ron Lesher

22 October: Everyone’s servant: the 1950s U.S. Post Office. Rick Barrett
12 November: PSLC Open House and One-Page Exhibition

26 November: The DC-4 Skymaster Plane. Tom Nichols

10 December: PSLC Annual Holiday Dinner

24 December: Open

Upcoming Regional Stamp Shows

2025 K2 Lancaster Stamp Shows: These are held at the Lancaster Farm and Home Center of
Lancaster County, 1383 Arcadia Road, Lancaster 17601. The next show will be on October 12,
with the final show of the year scheduled for December 20 and 21, 2025.

Affiliated Dealers for the October 12 show include K2 Stamp Mobile (K2 Stamps & Collectibles),
Doug McCullough, Frank Soeder, Leslie Botte, Hugh Clark, David Lengyel, Wayne Gehret, Tony
Coccio, Jack Zerby & Ward Wilcox.

For more info about the K2 Lancaster Stamp Shows, visit the PSLC homepage, or contact Kevin
Kellman at k2stamps@gmail.com or +1 (301) 524-9562.
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PSLC Members in The American Philatelist

By Dr. Paul Petersen

The August 2025 issue of The American Philatelist showcases three PSLC members for the
American Philatelic Society’s awards they received at The Great American Stamp Show in lllinois
last month.

Mark Schwartz Received one of the three APS Luft Awards, his award for “Exceptional
Contributions to Philately.” His numerous top medals for philatelic exhibitions are noted along
with his tireless efforts as an accredited judge and his service on the Committee for National
Exhibitions and Judges. He is also distinguished for his many philatelic articles to a variety of
publications. Mark is a regular presenter to PSLC and most active in bringing the Boston 2026
Stamp Expo to fruition, most recently appointed as Society Chairman.

Larry Rosenblum, pictured above receiving his award from APS president Cheryl Ganz, won an
APS “Nicholas Carter Volunteer Award for National Service.” Larry has covered a lot of philatelic
ground especially through his monthly columns on British and then French philately in Linn’s
Stamp News and later, Scott Stamp Monthly. One of Larry's interests is in the education of new
through intermediate collectors as evidenced by his myriad publications and former website. He
is active in many leading societies and presents regularly to the Philatelic Society of Lancaster
County.

Rick Barrett received the “United States Stamp Society Barbara Mueller Award,” one for the best
article in one year of The American Philatelist. His winning June 2024 article is entitled “One of
Philately’s Unabashed Forgers! The Outstanding Story of Georges Carion.” In addition to sharing
other topics with us over the years, Rick presented Georges Carion’s illustrated story with PSLC
through a Zoom presentation.
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THE PRECANCELED BATTLESHIP REPORT

“Rumford Chemical Works”
Providence, Rhode Island

Submitted by
Stanley E. Jones and Barbara A. Jones
Brandywine Valley Stamp Club

Rumford Chemical Works began in 1856, Figure 1. It produced baking powder that was shipped
across the country and exported (Figures 2(a) and 2(b)). At the end on the nineteenth century,
the company had 300 acres of working farms and communities to house its employees. The
company used a private die stamp during the Civil War tax period (Toppan, Deats and Holland
[1]), but elected to cancel battleships during the Spanish-American War. The earliest use of a
Battleship that we could find (Figure 3) was a stamp cancel used on the first day of the tax. The
use of precancels began on the second day of the tax. We do not have any of those stamps. Ours
begin on July 5, 1898 (Figure 4). According to Chappell and Joyce [2], Rumford Chemical Works
only employed one precancel type on Battleship revenues. Starting on July 2, 1898, Rumford
precanceled 1/8, %, 1, 1 %, 2, and 2 % cent Battleship proprietary stamps (RB20, RB21, RB24,
RB25, RB27 and RB28). Several of their precanceled stamps are shown in Figures 4-8.

The connection that Horsford had to Rumford Chemical Works is interesting. Eden Norton
Horsford was the Rumford Professor of Applied Science and Chemistry at Harvard University.
Prof. Horsford was also one of the founders of the Rumford Chemical Works. His work resulted
in the development of a number of preparations and products that were marketed by Rumford.
Professor Horsford was particularly known for Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, a product that was
purported to cure indigestion, nervousness, and exhaustion (Figures 9-12). This product was
created in 1868 as an invigorating health tonic. However, its most important application was an
ingredient in Coca-Cola, the most popular drink in the world of that generation. The reason that
it was used in this drink was that it provided a “pleasant acidity.” Horsford’s Acid Phosphate
conveniently replaced citrus juices, which had been used before in the drink.

On June 12, 2006, Rumford Chemical Works was designated a National Chemical Historical
Landmark. The Rumford Chemical Works and Mill House district in Providence, RI, encompasses
the remnants of the chemical works. It now houses several businesses, apartments and lofts. The
area has also become a tourist destination.
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Rumford Baking Powder

The Wholesome Powder.

RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS,
Providence, R. I,

Volume 88, Number 8

Figure 2 (a). An advertising card for baking powder.
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Horsford’s Bread Preparation

AND

RUMFORD YEAST POWDER,
FAMILY AND LAUNDRY SOAPS,
AND OTHER ARTICLES FOR DOMESTIC USE,

RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS.

PROVIDENCE R. I

FOR WHOMN THE FOLLOWING PARITES ARE AGENTS:
T, H SEAVEY, 23 Fulion 5. oo M OULARK, 21 500tk Front St Phuladelpbua
H. M. ANTHONY, 104 Reade 5t New Vorl WM H CRAWFORD & €O
SPOTTS & GIBSON, 11y Fourteenth s Riclonond |77 Exchange Pluce, Baltimwre
AL r By AL
GOOD WHOLESALE AND RETAIL QROUEES,

7 CALL ON THEM FOR THE ARTICLES. ™

Figure 2(b). The reverse side of the card shown in figure 2(a).

Figure 3. A very early stamp cancel used on RB 21 by the Rumford Chemical Works on the first
day of the Spanish-American War Tax, July 1, 1898.

ONE EIGCGITTM A ENT 9

»

Figure 4. Early Type 1 Rumford Chemical Works precancels on 1-cent and 1/8-cent proprietary
Battleships, RB 24 and RB20. Both stamps have major faults and are rouletted 5 %.
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Figure 5. An early Typel precancel on a 1 1/4- cent Battleship, RB25. The stamp is rouletted 5
1/2, indicating usage early in the tax period.

Figure 6. Precancels on RB 25 used late in the tax period. The stamps are all hyphen-hole
perf 7.

Figure 7. An inverted precancel on a 1 %-cent Battleship, RB 25, used very late in the tax
period. The stamp is hyphen-hole perf 7 and this cancel was not known to Chappell and Joyce

[2].
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Figure 8. A Type 1 precancel used by Rumford Chemical Works on a 2 1/2 cent
Battleship, RB 28, very late in the tax period. What makes this stamp interesting is the date was
not known to Chappell and Joyce [2] and the stamp is rouletted 5 %, which is very unusual this
late in the tax period.

Horsford's
. Acid Phosphate.

| Preparsd secording 10 the directions of Prof. E. N. Hossrons, of
Cacabeidge, Maws,

, FOR DYSPEPSIA,

Indigestion, Headache, Mental & Physieal
‘xh fon, Nery . Hysteria,
Night Sweats of Consumption, ete,

This s a preparation of the phosphates of lme, magnesia,
potash asd on with ph 3¢ ackd, ia such focms as 10 be
readily assimilated by the m.

Therw sovins 10 be no difference of opinlon o high medics
suthority, of the value of the phx fes, and no preparation kas

| ever been offered to the pubiic which sectss 10 30 happiiy moet
the geoeral want, as this,

v

it is not mauseous, Hut agreeable to the taste,

No danger can attend its use,

1ts oction will harmonize with such stimulants as are
necessary 10 take,

It makes a delicious drink with water and sugar only.
Pamphiet giving further particulars malled free,

Hoteford's Broad Preparation, Rumford Yeast Powder ead Horefead's
Baking Powder are :made of Prof. Horsford's Ackd Phospbate
I Powdared form, SEXD FOR 000K BOOK.

RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS, Providence, R. I,
For sals by

JAMES 8. HEATH & CO,

DEALERS 1%

Drrgs Patont Modicines, Chomicals, eto.

“wr. Elm & Pearl Streets, Manchostor, N, M

MAKE

DELICIOUS DRINK

WITH WATER & SUCAR ONLY

Figure 9. A medicine card advertising Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. The image on the right
is the reverse side of the card pictured on the left.
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Figure 10. Another medicine card, similar to that shown in Figure 8, advertising
Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. This card is in poor condition, but still deserves to be shown as a
contrast to the one in Figure 8.
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AToNICH

NDIGESTION,

;of:‘ ]

NERVOUSNESS, EXHAUSTION ETC .

THE NMAR LU LTHG W

Figure 11. An advertising card for Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, a tonic for indigestion and
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numerous other ailments.
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ORSFORDS AtD PHOSPHATE

or Mental & Physical . S
Ferusron. BN

Dy SPEPSIA, A%

gc. N

g *’{" The Little Dancer">&

It Maxes x DELIEIOUS DRINK #

» WITH WATER AND SUGAR CNLY.

Figure 12. An advertising card for Horsford’s Acid Phosphate. This card promotes the
tonic as a “delicious drink.”

REFERENCES
1. George L. Toppan, Hiram E. Deats, and Alexander Holland, “An Historical Reference

List of the Revenue Stamps of the United States,” Boston Philatelic Society, Boston,
Mass., 1899.

2. C. H. Chappell and Morton Dean Joyce, “Proprietary Revenues of 1898, Precanceled
Varieties,” American Revenue Association, 1957.

14
Volume 88, Number 8 August 2025




Recent presentations posted on the PSL.C website

L Civil War Pension Philately, by Scott Ney (2025-08-27)

x “Rounding Up [Texas] Post Offices: Identifying And Locating All The Sites That A County
Has To Offer.” and the "= Accompanying Text, by John Germann (2025-07-23)

"% “The Centennial of the 1925 Santa Barbara Earthquake”, by Rob Sternberg (2025-06-25)

Recent uploads to the PSLC YouTube Channel

Rounding Up Texas Post Offices - John Germann

The Centennial of the 1925 Santa Barbara Earthquake - Rob Sternberg

"The Ivory Stamp Club with Captain Tim Healy" - Rick Barrett

% 0o
nourth

museum

of NATURE and SCIENCE &

The North Museum of Nature & Science is looking for new volunteers to help in nearly every area
of the museum, from feeding the animals and running planetarium shows to researching exhibits
and helping with fundraising. Whether you prefer to engage with visitors or help with more
"behind the scenes" work we have a place for you.

We are currently looking for volunteers to help with our preschool programming, planetarium
operation, exhibit development, and fundraising. For more info on current pressing needs, check
out our profile on volunteer match at https://www.volunteermatch.org/search/org38164.jsp

Active volunteers enjoy unlimited visits to the Museum, The Art Gallery, Live Animal Room,
Planetarium, and special volunteer-only events!

For general inquiries, visit our website: https://northmuseum.org/volunteer/ or email Molly
Wolanski (mwolanski@northmuseum.org)

Scientifically Yours, Dr. Charles J. DiComo, PhD Email: charlesdicomo@gmail.com
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https://northmuseum.org/volunteer/
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mailto:charlesdicomo@gmail.com

Editor’s note: Enjoy this article reprinted from the Pennsylvania Postal History Society’s award-
winning journal, Postal Historian, courtesy of the Historian’s editor and PSLC member Hal Klein.
The Historian earned a gold medal at GASS in the literature competition this past August.
Congratulations, Hal!

His Name Was
Walter Douglas

< Wesson<

by Hal Klein

Walter Douglas Wesson was born in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1852, the son of Phineas D. and
Agnes Wesson. What has been written about the life of this little-known inventor of the "LEBANON, PA,
WESSON DUPLEX PATENT CANCEL' can be traced to Theodore W. Bozarth's research on “Wessonss,
TIME-ON-BOTTOM Duplex Hand Cancelers”!

On January 12, 1876, at age 24, Walter married 22-year-old Lorie Mathewson of Worcester, Ma., when Wal-
ter worked in the Providence, R.I. post office. Five
years later, on January 18, 1881, Walter received

(Mo Modsl) W. D. WESSON. his first U.S. Patent No. 236,742, for the "W. D.
Hand Stamp. WESSON Hand Stamp”? (Figures 1¢-2)
No. 236,742, Patented Jan. 18, 1881,

This would become the Lebanon, Pa. WESSON’s
Patent Cancel, a unique design known to fancy
cancellation collectors ({shown above). Later that
year, Walter’s young wife would die at the age of 27,
but there would be more tragic events to come.
However, Walter continued his work on improving
the Duplex Cancelers’ design.

To create the Lebanon Patent
Cancel was simply an adap-
tation of the original Patent
_—("Fig. 3" on the patent) and
did not require a new patent
application. Wessons design
was straightforward and per- A
fect. With his Patent approval
("Fig. 2*) the cancel could be
any pattern, any figure, any

]
l|:'
ll.'
l|,.'
l|.'
Iy

-
Z

image, any design or cylinder \ »
: form (Figure 3a) the mind
» : > INVENTOR; 3 i
e Hzte . H oo could create, and it could be Figoreda
FablatdS el Mot ,7({4,,-— changed at will.
Figure 1
16
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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

WALTER D, WESE0X, OF PROVIDENCE, EHODE ISLAND,

HAMD-STAMP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent Mo, 236,742, dated Janmary 18, 1881,
Applieation filed Tone 81, 1620, (X0 modsl)

T sl sohore it may conoern ;

Be it known that I, WaLTER 1), WESS0N,
of the eity of Providence, in the county of
FProvidence, in the State of Rhode Tsland, have
invented & new amd vsefn] Improvement in
Postage - Stamp Obliterators and Postmark-
ers; anid declare the following to be a specifi.
cation thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings,

Lilke letters indicate like parts.

Figure 1 iz aside elevation of my iuvention.
Figs. 2 and 3 ave detail views,

My invention relates to those postmarking
instruments in commoen vse in post-offices
which are adapted to simnltaneonsly Hot or
disfigure the postage.stamp and to pring npon
the postal matter the place amd date of mail-
i,

My invention eonsists in the vse of a eylin-
drieal block of corle for an obliterator, having
8 bearing directly upon the transverse bar of
the implement, and being pertorated diamet-
rically to receive a stod of the type-cylinder,
for the porpose of holding the obliterator in
position.

The obliterators in common nse are made of
eorl, the outer end of which has a plane sare-
face to blot the postage-stamp with ink, while

the inner end is cut tapering to it into a cup- |

direction parallel with the central longitnt'li-
nal line of the bar B, as shown in Fig. 2. The
inner end of the block D fits firmly and anngly
against the inner surface of the bar B, which
thus furnishes a bearing to resist the pressure
of the blow upon the obliterating-sarface of
the bloelk v The onter end of the block 1D
forms the obliterating-snrface which inks the
face of the postage-stamp. By thns holding
the block rigidly in position the outer end is
kept conztantly in the same plane with the
postmarkiog surface and a uniform and even
1impression is insered.

t may be desirable to insert a metallictube
to fit tightly within the perforation G, and alan
to glit and slightly spring apartthe stud E, as
shown at Ty for the purpose of more sconrely
holding the block I upon the sind E by the
lateral pressure of the spring.

By using a block, D, cylindrical throughout
I aum able to utilize both ends of it, so that it
can be travzposed at pleasure and be capable
of denbls serviee.

Different devices may be ent npon the two
ends of the block, az in Fig. 4, to fdenote sueh
information relative to the eancellation of (he
stamp as the postal regalations may reqoire;
and by transposing the position of 1he blovlk,
50 as to bring either end to the exterior fo

socket npon the bar. The disadvantage of | form an obliterating-surface, the same bleck
this arrangement is that by repeated vse the | can be vsed to impring either devies, ns de-

cork is ent by the edges of the socket, and is
liable to be dizplaced or loosencd, and so not
only does the cork soon become unbt for nse,
bt the obliterating sorface does not remain
in the same plane with the surfsee of the type
of the postmarker, and consequently does not
nniformly or sufficiently deface the postage-
stamp.

The parts of wy invention are as follows;

A handle, A, is provided with a fixed trans.
verse bar, B, to which is fastened the post.
marker C, wherein are contained the types to
iwink the place and date of mailing. A eylin.
drical block of cork, I, the two ends of which
are parallel, has a diametrical perforation, G,
extending through it transversely. DBy means
of this perforation the bloek D 35 fitted and en-
gamed npon asbm]J,E, which projects at a right
angle from the side of the postmarker, in a

sired.

I elaim a2 a novel and vzefnl invention and
degire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The perforated evlindrical block 1, hav-
ing parallel ends to serve interchangeably as
obliterating-surfaces, and sccared in position
by means of the stnd E of & postinarker, soh.
atantially as specified.

2, The cylindrieal obliterator 1D, in combi-
nation with the bar B, handle A, and stod 1,
substantinlly as specited.

&. The combination of an abliterator, I, bar
B, and postmarker O, connected by a stud, 15,
substantially as specified.

WALTER D, WESSOXN,

Witnesses :
Cuanres G. A, PETERSON,
WARREN E. PERCE.

Figure 2

August 2025

17




It has been difficult to determine the exact date when the Post-
master of Lebanon, Pa. initiated the use of the Lebanon’s Wesson
Patent Cancel. It appears to be sometime in early 1884. As late
as February 1884, the Lebanon, Pa’s three-ring blackball duplex
hand stamp (right) was still in use.

The Lebanon, Pa. WESSON's Patent Cancel continued being used until the device
was replaced in 1889.

Walter Wesson would develop one more improvement to his Duplex Hand Stamp
with his U.S. Patent No. 286,884 issued on October 16, 1883.

The earliest seen usage is June 5, 1884, going from Lebanon to Greble, Pa.

e’/(l /(hzééf‘& . :

P ___ N z..,./um,aw/aélowb

LEBANON, PA.
JUN 6, (1884)

to Greble

Lebanon Co., Penna

LEBANON, PA.
February 27, (1885)
to New Oxford
Adams Co, Pa
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LEBANON, PA.
July 15, (1884)
to Hamburg,
Germannay (sic)

LEBANON, PA.
June 9, (1885)
to Greble
Lebanon Co, Pa

19
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LEBANON, PA.

February 25, (1886) |10 EL O "B s, 5
toGreble || 8,5, Cor, of Seventh & Camberiand 86. |
Lebanon County, Pa LEBAXNON, PA J

M.B.BOLLMAN, Prop

“r

LEBANON, PA.
AUG 27, (1886)
to Dalmatia
Northumberland
County, Penna

Volume 88, Number 8

LEBANON, PA.
MAR 20, (1886)
to Grebble (sic)
Leb Co, Pa

P

o,‘,u;u 4140476 %/‘,&d
A alumclig .

ok o
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LEBANON, PA.
April 3, (1889)
to Springboro,
Crawford Co, Pa

DAPR 4 1889

cM
sl

Givea To.........

Time-On-Bottom Wesson Patent

On October 16, 1883, Walter D. Wesson received the third U.S. Patent No. 286,884
for the “W. D. WESSON HAND STAMP™ (Figure 4) better known to collectors as
Wessons “TIME-ON-BOTTOM" Duplex Hand Cancelers.

Figure 4

“In July 1882, this Wesson-designed Duplex Canceler appears in Boston, Providence,
and New York and in January 1883, Philadelphia started using eighteen.”

Tragically, Wesson died in 1890 at the young age of 38. ®

References:

1. “Walter D. Wesson's Time-On-Bottom (TOB) Duplex Hand-Cancelers”; Theodore W. Bozarth; £1984
U.S. Concellation Club News, Vol 17, No. 2, No. 180, pps:1-33

2. United States Patent Office, No. 236,742 W. D. Wesson Hand Stamp Patented January 18, 1881.

3. IBID, No. 286,884 W. D. Wesson Hand Stamp Patented October 16, 1883.
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Montage by Dr. Charles J. DiComo

What stamps are currently occupying your thoughts?
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PSLC Officers

President First Vice President Second Vice President
Dr. Charles J. DiComo John Hostetter Bill Greiner Il
914-450-3791 717-285-2484 717-471-2354
charlesdicomo@gmail.com jhostetterjr@gmail.com sunfighter@verizon.net
Secretary Treasurer Publicity
David Weichert Lou DiFelice Len Kasper
717-342-3120 717-572-3419 717-723-1864
stampsbydave@gmail.com loudifelice@gmail.com hotrodparts33@aol.com
Membership Chair Program Manager Website Coordinator
Wayne Heim Paul Petersen Dr. Charles J DiComo
717-725-7192 717-299-5640 914-450-3791
heimwayne@gmail.com pcpetersen@comcast.net charlesdicomo@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor APS Rep ATA Rep
Scott Ney Paul Petersen Paul Petersen
717-383-1736 717-299-5640 717-299-5640
stnst2@aol.com pcpetersen@comcast.net pcpetersen@comcast.net

General Information

Visitors are Always Welcome!

PSLC dues are $10.00 a year. For existing members who want to renew their membership for 1
or more years, and/or make a donation to support our Society activities and programs, you can
use PayPal-Friends by remitting payment to President Charles J. DiComo, PhD at
charlesdicomo@gmail.com and denote in Notes section the reason for payment, your name, and
how many years you are paying. Venmo can also be used @charlesdicomo. For new members,
please mail/email your Membership Application along with a check or money order to Treasurer,
Lou DiFelice.

We meet in-person on the 2" Wednesday of the month (Except August & December) at 6:30
p.m. in the Crossings Meeting Room, Landis Homes, 1001 East Oregon Road, Lititz, PA 17542. See
our website for directions.

We meet virtually on the 4" Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. For society information and meeting links,
contact Paul Petersen (pcpetersen@comcast.net).

Visit us on YouTube: https://voutube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty

Our mailing address is: PO Box 6053, Lancaster, PA 17607
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https://lcps-stamps.org/member-spotlight/
https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/PSLCMembershipApplication2022Rev5.pdf
mailto:pcpetersen@comcast.net
https://youtube.com/@philatelicsocietyoflancast7393?si=Ko_lVdGkoyqxjCpB
https://www.facebook.com/philatelicsocietylancastercounty

The PSLCis honored to be selected as a winner of the 2024 APS Star Route Awards for our website
and newsletter. The Society website (Icps-stamps.org), our 24 — 7 virtual presence where
philatelists all over the world can access our resources, is the winner of a Large Gold award. Our
monthly newsletter, which exists to inform you of upcoming Society events and give you a
creative outlet to provide interesting philatelic content, is the winner of a Large Vermeil award.
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https://www.lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/

