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NOW, TO THE 
TOPIC:



FIRST STEP:

 IDENTIFYING
 

THE

 POST OFFICES
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BIRD-IN-HAND POST OFFICE
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Thomas Mazza’s List of 
Pennsylvania Post Offices 

from the 
Pennsylvania Postal History 

Society Website
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SECOND STEP:

IDENTIFYING
 

THE

 LOCATIONS
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BIRD-IN-
HAND SITE 
LOCATION
REPORT, 
1927
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/68681686?objectPage=120

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/68681686?objectPage=120


OTHER SOURCE MATERIALS FOR LOCATIONS
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THIRD STEP:

PLOTTING
 

THE

 TRIP
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Liberty County Map – 
NE Quadrant
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Menard County
Map
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MENARD COUNTY ITINERARY

ERNA   1915-1919                    

HEXT   1908-OP

MARENGO/HEXT 1894-1895 / 1907-1908

MENARD  1910-OP

       MENARDVILLE 1868-1910 

MISSION SAN SABA

CALLAN  1911-1912, 1915-1919

EMBREY  1900

FORT McKAVETT 1854-OP
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Erna – Google Earth 
Topographical Map
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Hext – 
Google Earth 

Road Map
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FOURTH STEP:

TAKING
 

THE

 TRIP
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THE EXPEDITION: SUGGESTIONS
BRING A PARTNER – for a navigator, back-up photographer, someone to talk to, etc. Bribe them with a free lunch or a cover or a 
Phillies ticket, whatever.

TAKE AN AWD/4WD? – for dirt roads, perhaps mud or tall grass, crossing low water creeks, and the like. However, I did it in a Pr ius 
several times.

TEMPER YOUR EXPECTATIONS – Communities can completely disappear surprisingly quickly, not just from the landscape but also 
from people’s memories. Many post offices are lost to history except for what it says in postal records. If there’s nothing there 
now but Mother Nature, revel in the fact that in some cases ONLY YOU know anything at all about that post office site. 

BE ABLE TO SHRUG OFF INACCESIBLE SITES: There may be some oldies that you just can’t get to. Some in Texas are now on private  
ranch land (e.g. former stage stop sites) and are blocked by the dreaded padlocked gate with a “No Trespassing” sign. Some, l ike 
short-lived railroad flag stations, no longer have roads that lead to them. Some are underwater, thanks to damming (we have 
some really nice photos of lakes, if you’re ever interested). Etc.

EXPECT DELAYS – from road construction, getting lost, ETC.

STAY REASONABLY GASSED UP. The closest available gas station may be farther away than you think!

TAKE PICTURES OF SOMETHING AT THE SITE – e.g. church, cemetery, building/house, intersecting road signs, or even woods or 
pasture – to document the area where it used to be.
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THE EXPEDITION: SOME REWARDS
THE TRIP ITSELF – just being out on the open road in the fresh air doing something that is fun and 
probably never done by anyone before.

THE SITES and SIGHTS -  both expected and unanticipated, postal and otherwise

THE MEMORIES – a delight to look back on and relive
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NOVEMBER, 2022
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Gillespie County

Doss Morris Ranch

Eckert Lange 24



Gillespie County

Crabapple Luckenbach (first year)
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MORRIS RANCH
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Kimble County

Junction City (Postmaster Cancel) Roosevelt

Segovia Telegraph 33



”OLD” NOXVILLE                                                                                           “NEW” NOXVILLE   
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Roosevelt London
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Menard County

Menardville Hext

Fort McKavett 41



WELCOME SIGNS
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Post Office

HEXT

Post Office

Store
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MARENGO
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CALLAN, TEXAS  1911-1919
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Fort McKavett Post Office
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<------- MISSION SAN SABA

FORT McKAVETT ------->

ROAD OUTSIDE OF ERNA

ADDITIONAL SIGHTS 
ANTICIPATED

AND NOT
|
|

\/
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AND THAT,
 

MY FRIENDS,

IS
 

THE

 END

 OF

 THIS

 ROAD.

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?
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THANKS SO MUCH 
for inviting me to speak to your society. 

It was a great pleasure.

And, 
 in the venerable words of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans,

HAPPY TRAILS TO YOU!
(including Post Office Trails)

BTW: If you get a hankering to join the Houston Philatelic Society’s Zoom session 
(the first Monday of every month, at 7:00 Central time), we would love to have you. 

Just let me know (jghist@comcast.net). 
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