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Some Unusual Newspaper Wrappers



Introduction

• In this presentation, we will review newspaper wrappers in two topics.

• Wrappers with interesting watermarks
• Watermarks on US wrappers

• Watermarks on  wrappers from the Australian states

• Wrappers used in unusual ways



Watermarks on US Wrappers

• US wrappers were printed mostly on paper of inferior quality – but the P. O. still used 
watermarks for revenue protection.

US Scott W57



Watermarks on US Wrappers
• US wrappers were printed mostly on paper of inferior quality – but the P. O. still used 

watermarks for revenue protection.

US Scott W57

Holding the wrapper up in front of a light 
reveals the watermark



Watermarks on US Wrappers

• US wrappers were printed mostly on paper of inferior quality – but the P. O. still used 
watermarks for revenue protection.

US Scott W120



Watermarks on US Wrappers

• US wrappers were printed mostly on paper of inferior quality – but the P. O. still used 
watermarks for revenue protection.

US Scott W120

Watermarks are 
listed in catalogs 
such as the UPSS 

catalogs



Watermarks on US Wrappers

• US wrappers were printed mostly on paper of inferior quality – but the P. O. still used 
watermarks for revenue protection.

US Scott W120

Again, holding the wrapper up in 
front of a light reveals the 

watermark



Interesting Watermarks – New South Wales

“ONE PENNY” watermark



Interesting Watermarks – New South Wales

“ONE PENNY” watermark with fancy border



Interesting Watermarks – New South Wales

At the top center, one can see the bottom of the letters “NSW”



Interesting Watermarks - Victoria
“ONE PENNY – VICTORIA” watermark, issued June 25, 1873



Interesting Watermarks - Victoria

Another Victoria wrapper

issued September 2, 1988



Interesting Watermarks - Victoria

Surprise! The watermark indicates “NSW” (New South Wales)



Unusual Uses of Newspaper Wrappers

Sending out a postcard advertising men’s clothing. Only one side of the postcard is printed.
Why didn’t the sender simply send a postcard? Perhaps because it was more likely to attract the recipient’s 
attention?



Counting Cows & Horses in GB

Authorities sent out forms to collect statistical information 
printed on wrappers. Farm operators had to complete the 
form on the date specified and return to authorities.



Proxy Form

In this case, the completed form contains the return 
address. Note that the form also contains a red 
revenue stamp printed at the upper right of the 
form. 



Collecting Information for a Newspaper Directory
The wrapper contains instructions for the recipient but also 
effectively pays for the postage for the newspaper owner to 
send back a sample issue.



Disseminating Bankruptcy Information



Disseminating Bankruptcy Information



Disseminating Bankruptcy Information



Argentinian Church Notice

This contains 
handwritten 
personal 
information 
which would have 
required it to be 
handled like a aa 
wrapper in the 
US. Argeninean 
regulations must 
have been 
different.



That’s it, folks!

Thanks!
cemil@betanov.com
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