
LINIMENTS, LAXATIVES & A LEGISLATOR 

Louis J. Gotlib-West Chester 

Philatelic Gathering 



LINIMENTS, LAXATIVES & A LEGISLATOR* 
(DEMAS BARNES AND HIS STABLE OF PATENT MEDICINE 

COMPANIES) 

• *

**

• ** +

• +



THE FIRST QUESTION I HAD WAS-  

WHO NAMES THEIR KID DEMAS??? 

Democritus “The 

Laughing Philosopher” 



BRIEF BIO OF DEMAS BARNES 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



BIO OF DEMAS BARNES PART 2  (NOT AS 

BRIEF AS PREVIOUS SLIDE WOULD SUGGEST) 

•

•

•

•

•

I 
can’t 

wait!! 



CORA DIES IN A MAYBE ACCIDENTAL FALL FROM FOUR 

STORIES 



PICTURE, NYT OBIT, GRAVESITE 

Can be yours for $23.99 on ebay 



THE STABLE INCLUDED…….. (NOT EVERY PRODUCT GOT 

ITS OWN UNIQUE STAMP) 
CENTAUR LINIMENT 

MEXICAN MUSTANG LINIMENT 

HAGAN’S MAGNOLIA BALM 

DRAKE’S PLANTATION BITTERS 

LYON’S MAGNETIC POWDER 

LYON’S KATHAIRON 

WYNKOOP’S PECTORAL 

MARCHISI’S UTERINE CATHOLICON 

HEIMSTREET’S HAIR COLORING 

ROYCE & ESTERLY’S DENTRIFICE 

GUYSOTT’S YELLOW DOCK & SARSAPARILLA 



THE START OF THIS “THIS QUEST” (I ACTUALLY STARTED 

WITH A STAMP FEATURING CHARLES FLETCHER) 
 

NOTHING IS EVER QUITE AS LINEAR AS I THINK IT WILL BE 

RS 284 Proprietary medicine stamp, common and inexpensive 

This signature became world famous 



WHO WAS CHARLES FLETCHER? 

•

•

•

•

•



2001 photo still has an 

ad for Castoria on the 

building 
 



WHAT WAS CASTORIA?? 

•

•

•

•

•

•



WHAT’S IN IT?? 

• SENNA

• DANDELION (TARAXACUM)- 

• SUGAR WATER

• SODIUM BICARBONATE- 

• WINTERGREEN



Pitcher’s castoria bottle & box 



CASTORIA, CONT’D 

•

•

•

•

•

•



ONE OF (MANY)N ADVERTISEMENTS FROM 

CHARLES FLETCHER 



ADVERTISING GALORE (SOME AD CARDS ARE TO 

BE PASSED AROUND) 



DID HE REALLY HAVE SOMETHING TO DO 

WITH THE STATUE OF LIBERTY??? 
• FLETCHER WAS A MASTER OF ADVERTISING – BILLBOARD OF HIS VISIBLE FROM 

 THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

ADVERTISEMENT SHOWING THE 

                                                         “SIGNATURE” AND BROOKLYN BRIDGE AGAIN 



While France provided the 

actual Statue of Liberty to 

the United States as a gift, 

France did not provide a 

pedestal for the statue.   

A committee was set up 

(the cleverly named 

”pedestal fund committee”) 

to raise funds for this 

pedestal.  

When funding ran short for a 

pedestal for the Statue of 

Liberty, Fletcher offered to 

construct the statue's base 

in exchange for permission 

to advertise Castoria on the 

statue, but this offer was 

rejected 

Ultimately, Joseph Pulitzer convinced some business  

associates to fund the pedestal  



OF COURSE, WE COULD HAVE HAD…. 



THE RATIONALE FOR PROPRIETARY DIE 

MEDICINE (AND MATCH, PERFUME AND 

CANNED FRUIT STAMPS) 

•

•

•
INTERNAL REVENUE PROPER

DENOMINATION

•

Tax on patent medicine 

 back in effect for Spanish 

 American War (tax back   

in effect for 1898-1902) 



WHO PRINTED THESE STAMPS?  

•

•

•



THE PAPERS (LETTERS CORRESPOND TO SCOTT CATALOG)  

• UNWATERMARKED

• SILK FIBERS 

UNWATERMARKED 

• PINK

UNWATERMARKED

• WATERMARKED

•

• CHAMELEON PAPER



CHAMELEON PAPER 

•

•

•



PATENT NO. 115,005, DATED MAY 16, 1871.  

IMPROVEMENT IN CHAMELEON OR COMBINED SENSITIVE AND 
SPECIAL PAPER

IMPROVED PAPER SENSITIVE TO THE ACTION OF ACIDS, ALKALIES, 

AMMONIA, AND OTHER CHEMICALS COMPETENT TO REMOVE INK FROM PAPER IN SUCH A WAY AS TO BETRAY 

TAMPERING WITH FIGURES, LETTERS, OR DESIGNS WRITTEN, PRINTED, OR DRAWN UPON IT, AND WHICH SHALL BE 

DISTINGUISHABLE FROM OTHER PAPER BY THE SPECIFIC EFFECTS OF DIFFERENT CHEMICALS ACTING UPON TWO OR MORE 

DIFFERENT COLORING-MATTERS IN OR UPON THE PAPER, FOR THE PURPOSE OF GUARDING AGAINST ALTERATIONS AND 

AGAINST THE SUBSTITUTION FOR ANY PURPOSE OF A PAPER APPARENTLY BUT NOT REALLY SIMILAR TO THE GENUINE; AND 

IT CONSISTS IN THE PAPER PREPARED AS HEREINAFTER MORE FULLY DESCRIBED.  

TWO OR MORE COLORING OR TINTING SUBSTANCES

SATURATING THE PAPER WITH THEM, OR BY COLORING OR 
TINTING ITS SURFACE, OR (WHICH IS PREFERABLE)



SUPPOSE THE PAPER TO BE TINTED WITH A RED COLOR SENSITIVE 
UNDER AN ACID, A BLUE SENSITIVE UNDER AN ALKALI, AND A YELLOW PERMANENT UNDER BOTH

ALKALIES

AMMONIA ACIDS



SO I THINK THE TAKE AWAY MIGHT BE…… 

•

•



THE DIFFERENT PAPERS CAN DRAMATICALLY AFFECT THE 

VALUE OF THESE STAMPS  

RS 42 & 43 

That’s why I own RS42b and d but not RS42c or e 





EARLY COMPANIES 

•

•

•



What hear we now from West to East 

Counfounding man, befriending beast, 

But Centaur Liniment?— 

 

What is it cures our many pains, 

And limbers up severest strains 

But Centaur Liniment?— 

 

That knocks Rheumatism out of gear, 

Bids gout good-by without a tear? 

Why! Centaur Liniment: 

 

Causes the cripple to walk, the lame to leap, 

Hearts to thank, instead of eyes to weep,— 

Only, Centaur Liniment. 

 

What renders reptiles tooth and sting of bees 

Harmless as the bite of fleas, 

Excepting Centaur Liniment; 

 

Assuages the pangs of a broken breast, 

Flows to lacteal fluid, gives nights of rest, 

But Centaur Liniment; 

 

When chilblains sting or hot steam scalds, 

What is it soothes, for what can we call, 

But Centaur Liniment. 

 

Tilden’s arm, 

‘Twas saved from amputation by this charm 

The Centaur Liniment; 

 

And when Barnum’s lion, Uncle Ben, 

Broke his leg in that dismal den, 

He roared for Centaur Liniment. 

 

Now as the poor horse, lame and sore, 

With crippled knee limps to our door, 

And begs for Centaur Liniment; 

 

And the docile sheep on a thousand hills, 

Die by the million—the screw worm kills, 

(All saved by Centaur Liniment; ) 

 

We hear it shouted from West to East, 

By speaking man and neighing beast, 

“Pass on the Centaur Liniment!” 

 

This remarkable article is for sale by all 

Druggists in every village, parish and ham- 

let, in America. We warrant it to cure. 

J.B. Rose & Co, 58 Broadway, N. Y. 

 

Equal parts 

modesty and 

length 

Chilblain= 

inflammation dur 

to dampness or 

cold, but not 

freezing- usually 

clears on its own 

making it perfect 

for this kind of 

remedy 

Tilden- world 

tennis 

champion Bill 

Tilden- had a 

finger 

amputed but 

not his arm! 



ANIMAL AND HUMAN VERSIONS (ALTHOUGH I HAVE SEEN BOTTLES 

TO BE USED FOR BOTH ANIMALS AND PEOPLE 

• THE ANIMAL LINIMENT WAS MADE FROM OIL OF SPEARMINT, OIL OF MUSTARD, 
OIL OF AMBER, BLACK OIL, SOAP, CAUSTIC SODA AND WATER 

• OIL OF AMBER 

• OIL OF MUSTARD 

• CAUSTIC SODA 

• BLACK OIL 

•  THE HUMAN VERSION OF THE LINIMENT WAS THICKER IN TEXTURE AND A 
LIGHTER COLOR, MADE OF OIL OF PENNYROYAL, OIL OF THYME, OIL OF 
TURPENTINE, SOAP, CAUSTIC SODA AND WATER.  

• OIL OF PENNYROYAL 

• OIL OF TURPENTINE 

• OIL OF THYME 



THE J.B. ROSE COMPANY 

R.S. 204 AND 205 

•

The 2 cent stamp (RS 204) 

was printed in a total of 1.2 

million and the 4 cent 
(RS205)  stamp in a total of 

a bit over 11,000 



CENTAUR LINIMENT 

COMPANY 

RS 50,51,52 

RS50- 417000 on pink & watermarked papers 

RS51- 1.9 million on pink & watermarked papers 

RS52- 80000 stamps, all on watermarked paper 



DEMAS BARNES PROPRIETARY MEDICINE STAMPS 

AND SOME (BUT HARDLY ALL) OF HIS COMPANIES 

•

•



SEQUENCE OF STAMPS (I THINK) 

•

•

•



These stamps were to be done in 

carmine, but vermillion was chosen 

to save on costs. The color ran, 

so after the initial printing, black was 

used. Between 80 and 120 thousand 

of the vermillion were printed 

RS15,16,17  

in vermillion  

These are labelled “D.S. Barnes” 



FROM BUTLER AND CARPENTER TO DEMAS 

BARNES 
•

AS YOUR MEDICINES HAVE UNUSUAL SALE, THERE MAY BE INDUCEMENTS TO PHOTOGRAPH YOUR 

STAMP. STILL THE PERFORATING IS ALWAYS A PROTECTION* 

•

•

AND DO YOU KNOW IT 

IS A VERY EXPENSIVE COLOR?  

•

• * THINKING ABOUT FRAUD  



FROM BUTLER AND CARPENTER TO DEMAS BARNES  

•

• MUCH SURPRISED 

•



RS18,19,20 

 
Printed in black 

but still say “D.S. 

Barnes” 

Note the different 

products listed in 
different stamps 

#- 720K, 202K and 

1.6M of these 

were issued, all 

on old paper 



RS 21,22,23 
 

In 1864, Barnes told the 

printers (Butler & 

Carpenter) to  replace 

the signature with the 

printed name “Demas 

Barnes” 
1 cent was printed in 

amounts of 506K, 2 

cents in amounts of 

420K and 4 cents 970K, 

all on old paper 



RS 24,25,26. 
 

 Stamps now say 

“Demas Barnes & 
Co. and don’t list 

his products. The 1 

cent stamp was 

printed with 1.7M 

on old paper and 
155K on silk paper 

The 2 cent stamp 

had 1.7M on old 

paper and 126K on 

silk paper 

The 4 cent stamp 

was only on old 

paper, in the 

quantity of 1.1M 



SUMMARY OF DEMAS BARNES- STAMPS OTHERS SUMMARIZED LATER) 
Stamp Denomination 

(cents) 

Color paper # printed Name on 

stamp 

RS15 1  vermillion old 88K D.S. Barnes 

RS16 2 vermillion old 77K D.S. Barnes 

RS17 4 vermillion old 118K D.S. Barnes 

RS18 1 black old 720K D.S. Barnes 

RS19 2 black old 202K D.S. Barnes 

RS20 4 black old 1.2M D.S. Barnes 

RS21 1 black old 506K Demas Barnes 

RS22 2 black old 420K Demas Barnes 

RS23 4 black old 970K Demas Barnes 

RS24 1 black old, silk 1.7M, 155K Demas Barnes 

& Co. 

RS25 2 black old, silk 1.7M, 126K Demas Barnes 

& Co. 

RS26 4 black old 1.1 M Demas Barnes 

& Co. 



SOME OF THE PRODUCTS 



MEXICAN MUSTANG LINIMENT & OTHERS 

ON STAMPS OF DEMAS BARNES (D.S. 

BARNES)  

“For relief from pain, tired out muscles,  

lameness in the back and shoulders,  

stiff joints, burns, scalds, cuts, mashes,  

rheumatism, lumbago, ulcers, sores,  

open wounds, sprains, bruises, or lameness” 



MEXICAN MUSTANG LINIMENT (2) 

•

•

•

•

•



ADVERTISING BANK NOTE FOR MEXICAN 

MUSTANG LINIMENT 



DRAKE’S PLANTATION BITTERS 
•

•

• 100 PROOF, MAINLY RUM 

•

•

• “MORNING LASSITUDE AND DEPRESSION OF SPIRITS,” ALONG WITH 
“HEADACHE AND LANGUOR;” IT LENT “STRENGTH, VIGOR AND A CHEERFUL 
AND CONTENTED DISPOSITION,” AND “PUTS DYSPEPSIA TO FLIGHT.” 

BITTERS WERE CONSIDERED MEDICINE (AT LEAST UNTIL LATER) SO THEY WERE 
NOT TAXED AS HEAVILY AS ALCOHOL (ONE REASON MEDICINAL BITTERS WERE 
SO WIDELY SOLD) 

RECOMMENDED DOSE = 3 GLASSES PER DAY (REMEMBER THE STUFF IS 100 PROOF) 

Bottle 

design 

patented 

in 1862 



RS82 (2 CENT STAMP) AND RS83 (4 CENT) 

NOTICE THE DISTINCTIVE AND PATENTED BOTTLE DESIGN 

These stamps were made after the partnership was dissolved 

55000 printed 

2000000 printed in total 



NOTE SIMILARITY OF DRAKE STAMPS TO LATER 

BARNES STAMPS 



DRAKE’S PLANTATION BITTERS (2) 

•

• S-T-1860-X

• MARK TWAIN.                               

(“THE INNOCENTS ABROAD”)

WILLIAM DEAN HOWELLS (“THE RISE OF SILAS LAPHAM”) 

•

•



LYON’S MAGNETIC POWDER 

New York Times 

ads, 1861 

Dispenser 

and 

advertising 

token 



LYON’S MAGNETIC POWDER(2) 

•

•

•



STAMPS USED DURING THE SPANISH 

AMERICAN WAR (JUST PRIOR TO THE END OF 

THE STAMPS BEING NEEDED) 



RS 167 AND 168 (NOTE SIMILARITY TO DRAKE’S 

STAMPS RS82 AND RS83- DIES FOR PRINTING ALL 

OWNED BY BARNES 

Roughly 4 

million of each 

stamp were 

printed, on a 

variety of 

papers 



LOOK FAMILIAR?? 

“original”. Barnes stamp 

 

 
 

 

 

Lyon’s Manufacturing 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Drake’s  



SUMMARY OF OTHER STAMPS  

Stamp Company Denomination 

(cents) 

Color Paper # Printed 

RS50 Centaur Liniment 1 vermillion pink, wm 417K 

RS51 Centaur Liniment 2 black pink, wm 19.M 

RS52 Centaur Liniment 4 black wm 80K 

RS82 P.H. Drake 2 black old 55K 

RS83 P.H. Drake 4 black old, silk 2M 

RS167 Lyon Manufg. Co 1 black silk, wm, pink 4.3M 

RS168 Lyon Manufg. Co. 2 black silk, wm, pink 3.7M 

RS204 J.B. Rose 2 black silk, wm, pink 1.2M 

RS205 J. B. Rose 4 black silk 11K 

RS284 Chas. Fletcher 1 ¼  black ?? ?? 



HAGAN’S MAGNOLIA BALM 

•

•

•

“For beautifying the complexion, eradicating 

freckles, eruptions, sunburn and tan” 



HAGAN’S MAGNOLIA BALM (2) 



HEIMSTREET’S HAIR COLORING 

(SOMETIMES ALSO CALLED “INIMITABLE”) 

•

•

•



              HEIMSTREET’S HAIR COLORING

Bottle recovered from 

the wreck of the S.S. 

Republic (originally 

named the CSS 

Tennessee or CSS 

Mobile) 

Lost in a hurricane in 

1865 and recovered in 

2003 



GUYSOTT’S YELLOW DOCK 

(I DON’T KNOW IF THERE ACTUALLY WAS A DR. GUYSOTT) 

•

•

•



Modesty was a hallmark 

of many patent 

medicine descriptions 



•



ROYCE AND ESTERLEY’S DENTRIFICE
•

Showing that these companies were all intertwined 

Active ingredient may have been  

chlorine dioxide,  which was first 

produced by Sir Humphrey Davy in 

1811 

It still finds use as a whitener and 

disinfectant 

I can’t find any proof of this, and it is 

possible they used a dilute sodium 

hypochorite (Clorox) solution 

They would not have used hydrogen 

peroxide or carbamide peroxide  

(widely used today) 



ROYCE AND ESTERLEY’S DENTRIFICE (2) 

Same product- left says made by Hagan, right 

Says made by Heimstreet 



ROYCE AND ESTERLY (3) 

Real dentists!! 

Unlike some of 

doctors selling 

products 

 



MARCHISI’S UTERINE CATHOLICON 

A catholicon is a cure-all or panacea 

John Marchisi  (born 1789, came to the United States in 1815 (Utica NY- 

 probably its first Italian immigrant) 

He also created Marchisi’s Pile Ointment 

Booklet with what can best be described as “not too modest” claims it will treat 
Just about anything, including “deranged menstruation.” 

I’m not sure what was in it, but the booklet has pages of endorsements/praise. 

Catholicon= panacea 



MARCHISI (2) 



WYNKOOP’S PECTORAL MADE BY ROBERT WYNKOOP 

(1820?-1869) 

Knickerbocker  

Magazine 1847 

 

Syracuse Daily  

Journal, 1850 

PECTORAL= CURES DISEASES  

OF THE LUNGS 
Katharismic= purifying (catharsis) 

Honduras= suggests exotic 

There is also an “Iceland Pectoral” 



• PEACHTREEGLASS.COM 

• MATCHANDMEDICINE.COM 



QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, REBUTTALS, 

OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS? 

Thanks 

for 

listening 



SOURCES (1) 

• HTTPS://WWW.MATCHANDMEDICINE.COM/PRODUCT/RS26A-DEMAS-BARNES-CO/ 

• HTTPS://DATAYZE.COM/NAME-UNIQUENESS-ANALYZER 

• HTTPS://WWW.PEACHRIDGEGLASS.COM/2015/01/DEMAS-S-BARNES-MEDICINE-MAN-TO-POLITICIAN/ 

• HTTPS://WWW.LOC.GOV/RESOURCE/CWPBH.00151/ 

• HTTPS://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/SS_REPUBLIC_(1853) 

• HTTPS://TIMESMACHINE.NYTIMES.COM/TIMESMACHINE/1888/05/02/ISSUE.HTML 

• HTTPS://WWW.FACTMONSTER.COM/PEOPLE/US-CONGRESS-BIOGRAPHY/DEMAS-BARNES-NY 

• HTTPS://WWW.MAYOCLINICPROCEEDINGS.ORG/ARTICLE/S0025-6196(17)30541-4/FULLTEXT 
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• HTTPS://IMBIBEMAGAZINE.COM/DRAKES-PLANTATION-BITTERS/ 
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