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WHERE IS SWITZERLAND ? 



SWITZERLAND TODAY  - 26 CANTONS 



SWITZERLAND 1291 – 3 CANTONS 

 
THE ORIGINAL 3 

CANTONS 
 

URI 
 

SCHWYZ 
 

UNTERWALDEN 
 



DAS RUTLI (MEADOW) ON LAKE URI 

MEETING PLACE FOR THINKERS AND ARTISTS 
 

WHERE THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 3 CANTONS SIGNED 
THE FIRST FEDERAL CHARTER 

 
A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE SINCE 1860 

 
IN 1899 AUGUST 1ST WAS DESIGNATED THE 

NATIONAL DAY OF THE SWISS CONFEDERATION 
 

ANNUAL CELEBRATIONS HELD AT THE SITE 
 
 



 
 



DAS RUTLI (MEADOW) ON LAKE LUZERN – CANTON URI 
 

THE MEETING PLACE 
 

THE THREE SIGNERS 
 

MONUMENT TO 3 SIGNERS 
 

1991  - 700 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Drei_Eidgenossen_1913.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Johann_Heinrich_F%C3%BCssli_018.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Swiss_R%C3%BCtlischwur.jpg


BASEL 1901 
 

FIRST NATIONAL CELEBRATIONS 
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PATRIOTISM 
 

THE SWISS FLAG 
 

ORIGINS OF THE FLAG 
 

CANTONAL BATTLE FLAG FROM 13th / 14tH CENTURY 
 

ONE OF ONLY 2 SQUARE FLAGS IN THE WORLD 
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CELEBRATING THE NATIONAL DAY 
 

AUGUST 1st 

 
1889: OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED THE NATIONAL DAY  

OF THE SWISS CONFEDERATION 
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WAR OF 1444 ISSUED IN 1944:  
500th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE AT ST JAKOB  
(A HOSPITAL OUTSIDE BASEL) ON THE RIVER BIRS 

 
30,000 troops from the Old Swiss Confederacy had invaded Canton 

Zurich (Allied with the Pope). The French, mostly mercenaries moved to 
force the withdrawal. A forward guard of 1,500 Swiss troops moved to 

confront the French at the River Birs. All 1,500 were killed, however the 
event signaled the heroism of the Swiss.  

So many French troops died that it forced the French to withdraw. 
 

THE SWISS ALAMO 



PANEL #  5 



THE FAMILY 
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THE CHILDREN 
AT PLAY AND STUDYING 
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MOTHER/ GRANDMOTHER / GRANDFATHER 
AND CHILD 
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EMPATHY FOR WORKING CHILDREN 
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CARING FOR THE SICK 
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WORKERS 
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FAMOUS SWISS MEN 
 

 HEINRICH PESTALOZZI: 1746 – 1827 
  WROTE MANY BOOKS ON EDUCATION REFORM 

   HIS IDEAS VIRTUALLY ELIMINATED THE ILLITERACY IN 
  SWITZELAND BY 1830   
 

 GOTTFRIED KELLER: 1819 – 1890 
  POET AND WRITER 

  1861-1876 FIRST OFFICIAL SECRETARY OF THE CANTON OF ZURICH 
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ART 
 

THE LANDSGEMEINDE BILD IN 5 POSTCARDS IN 1918 
 

A large fresco depicts the meeting of the Canton Leaders. 
It is located in the meeting room of the Council of States 

at the Federal Palace in Bern 
It measures 2.73 meters by 1.44 meters (8.9ft by 4.7ft) 

in five panels and depicts over 150 people. 
Painted by Albert Welti from 1908 to 1912 when he died and 

completed by Wilhelm Balmer in 1914  
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AIRMAIL BUDESFEIER CARDS 1929-1931 



AIRMAL WITHIN SWITZERLAND  
 

25 Pf. 
 

ST GALLEN 
 

WINTERHTUR 
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AIRMAL WITHIN WITH EUROPE  
 

40 Pf. 
 

GERMANY  -  FRANKFURT 
 

NETHERLANDS  -  AMSTERDAM 
 

GERMANY  -  BERLIN  25pf 
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AIRMAL OVERSEAS 
 

40 Pf. 
 

USA- HOUSTON 
 

USA - DETROIT 
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AIRMAL OVERSEAS WITH LOCAL INTEREST 
 

40 Pf. 
 

LANCASTER 
 

WILKINGSBURG 
 



PANEL #  17 



AIRMAL: METHODS OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

PLANE 
 

BALLOON 
 

ZEPPELIN 
 

GLIDER 
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NOVELTY CARD CANCELED AT SKIHAUS SCHWENDEL 
HEIGHT 5,528 FEET 

THE END…. DAS ENDE….LE FIN…LE FINE 


