
The Adams Air Mail Pick-

Up & Delivery System 



Lytle Schuyler Adams 
(1883 ï 1970) 

 

Dentist, Real Estate Agent, Inventor 

 

Over 250 patents, including: 

 

Oral Surgical Instruments 

Window Guard & Lock 

Spiral Plough 

Rotary Planting Machine 

ñBatò Bomb 

Aerial Seeding System 

 

& 

 

Air Mail Pick-Up & Delivery System 

 

 



Pick-Up Chute for Air Mail 

Saves Landings 
 

From December 1928 article: 

 

ñ.......It promises to extend widely the 

benefits of transportation by air, as 

places not included as scheduled stops 

will enjoy the advantages of air-transport 

service. 

 

.....Repeated tests were made with the 

apparatus at a western flying field, and 

not one failure was reported.ò  

1928 Demonstration Pick-up Flights in Seattle area 



Pick-Up device 

On poop deck (aft) 

 

Indicated by arrow 

1929 (June) S.S. Leviathan ï First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups 



1929 (June) S.S. Leviathan ï First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups 

Envelope prepared for 

FIRST AIR MAIL PICK-UP AT 

SEA 

 

Pick-up attempts aborted 

June 6 & 7  

 

ñDelivery and Pick-up 

POSTPONEDò handstamp 

 

Marked ñVia S.S. Parisò but 

arrived too late to connect 

 

Paris Sailed from NY ï June 7 

5c paid for ship-shore airmail + 

2c surface mail to England (treaty rate) 

Cover cancelled on arrival in New York 



1929 (June) S.S. Leviathan ï First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups 

Successful shore-to-ship delivery (1st attempt) 

Arrival cancel ï US  German S.P.O. ï June 12, 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

& ship-to-shore pick-up (13th attempt) 

arrival cancel ï Newark NJ ï June 12, 8:30pm 



1929 (August) Youngstown, Ohio (C.A.M. 11) ï Clifford Ball Airline 

August 30, 1929 

First official airmail pick-up flight 

authorized by Post Office 

 

Mail successfully picked up in 

Youngstown & delivered to Cleveland 

Several weeks of mostly successful tests 

highlighted a need to redesign pick-up 

traps to improve safety to plane and crew. 

 

Successful trials carried out Spring 1930. 



Demonstration of device invented by 

Dr. Lytle S. Adams that would allow 

an airplane to pickup mail. 

 

Hoover Field, Arlington, Virginia; 

[Washington Monument in distance] 

 

March 9, 1930 

 

Harris & Ewing, photographer 

(from glass negative print) 

Library of Congress 

1930 (March) Demonstration Flights ï Hoover Field, Washington 

D.C. 



Washington Post, March 4, 

1930. 

 

Members of Congress to 

See Air Mail Pickup 

 

Members of the Senate and 

House of Representatives 

are to be given a close-up 

demonstration of an air mail 

pick-up device, the invention 

of Dr Lytle S. Adams, 

beginning at 8:30 this 

morning at Hoover Field. 

 

Trow Sebree, of the Clifford 

Ball Line, which maintains a 

mail route between 

Pittsburgh and Cleveland, 

will be the pilot in the 

demonstrations which are to 

last throughout the rest of 

the week. Special tests are 

to be made for the Post 

Office Department. 

1930 (March) Demonstration Flights ï Hoover Field, Washington 

D.C. 



1934 (September - October)   A Century Of Progress, Chicago Worldôs 

Fair 

Braniff Airways, operator of 

Chicago-Dallas route (AM-9), 

authorized by P.O. to operate 

temporary extension to 

Chicago Fairgrounds, offering 

daily pick-up & delivery flights 

between Worldôs Fair and 

Chicago AMF 

 

Sept 20 ï Oct 31, 1934 

4,000 pieces of mail transferred 

On opening day of service 



1934 (September - October)   A Century Of Progress, Chicago Worldôs 

Fair 



1934 (September - October)   A Century Of Progress, Chicago Worldôs 

Fair 

Special Cachets produced for 

ñAir Mail Dayò Celebration  

October 21, 1934 

 

6 hourly mail transfers 

October 31, 1934 

 

Mail transfers every half-hour on closing day 



1934 (September - October)   A Century Of Progress, Chicago Worldôs 

Fair 

Over 8,000 pieces of mail on final day, including limited edition of 1,000 printed on Gutenberg Press 



1937   Tri-State Aviation  Demonstration Flights   

1935 experiments lead to redesign & 

simplification of pick-up system. 

 

Tri-State Aviation formed in 1937 

 

- Operated Air Express service to 

gain necessary experience to apply 

for government airmail contracts 

 

- Demonstration flights of new 

system 



Richard Chichester du Pont 
(1911 ï 1943) 

 

Member of prominent Delaware family 

 

Internationally recognized glider pilot 

 US National Soaring Champion (1934,1935,1937) 

 

Aeronautical engineer 

 

After witnessing demonstration pick-up flights, 

provided critical financial support, 

Became principal shareholder & President of 

All American Aviation 

 

Resigned as President April 1943 

to head army glider program 

Killed in glider accident September 1943 



1939-40   All American Aviation Experimental Routes AM-1001 & 1002

  

AM-1001  Pittsburgh to Philadelphia 

480 miles ï 25 intermediate points 

AM-1002  Pittsburgh to Huntington WV 

441 miles ï 26 intermediate points 



Highlights of a full year of daily operations: 

 

- 438,000 miles flown 

- 23,000 pickups made 

- 91.6% of scheduled pickups completed 

   (Average 78 per day) 

ñFor a new type of operation this record of 

performance is without precedent when all 

conditions are considered.ò 

 

PMG Report ï May 1940 

1939-40   All American Aviation Experimental Routes AM-1001 & 1002

  



1940 (May)  Bolling Field, Washington  Demonstration Flights 



1940 - 49  All American Aviation  Air Mail Route AM-49 



1940 - 49  All American Aviation  Air Mail Route AM-49 

5 routes comprising AM-49 would 

serve approximately 2 million 

people and total 1,365 air miles 

Many of the small towns served did not have a 

movie house, so watching the mail pickup was 

the most exciting event of the day. 


