The Adams Air Mall Pick-
Up & Dellvery System

% ‘ N | — _"‘ - Lt = v
J=—_ | |TO o FROM )
Y . - ,.

MAIL ~pt EXPRESS l i‘

ALL AMERICAN AVIATION INC




Lytle Schuyler Adams
(18837 1970)

Dentist, Real Estate Agent, Inventor
Over 250 patents, including:
Oral Surgical Instruments
Window Guard & Lock
Spiral Plough
Rotary Planting Machine

ABat o Bomb
Aerial Seeding System
&

Air Mail Pick-Up & Delivery System




1928 Demonstration Pick-up Flights in Seattle area

Pick-Up Chute for Air Mall
Saves Landings

From December 1928 article:

n . .. ... 1t promises
beneflts of transportation by air, as
places not included as scheduled stops
will enjoy the advantages of air-transport
service.

..... Repeated tests were made with the
apparatus at a western flying field, and
not one failure was
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1929 (June) S.S. Leviathan 1 First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups

S. S. ‘“Leviathan.”

Pick-Up device
On poop deck (aft)

Indicated by arrow




1929 (June) S.S. Levi

Envelope prepared for
FIRST AIR MAIL PICK-UP AT
SEA

Pick-up attempts aborted

June 6 & 7

ADel i verwpand Pi
POSTPONEDO hands
Marked AVia S.S.

arrived too late to connect

Paris Sailed from NY T June 7

athan i First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups

FIRST AIR MAIL me. JP AT SEA
By Adams Air Mail Pick-Up
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EN ROUTE WEST, VOYAGE No. 3
LEAVING CHERBOURG JUNE 2 ARRIVING NEW YORK

-

JUNE 7

5c¢ paid for ship-shore airmail +
2c surface mail to England (treaty rate)
Cover cancelled on arrival in New York




1929 (June) S.S. Leviathan T First Attempted Mail Pick-Ups
D Ay &

Successful shore-to-ship delivery (1t attempt)
Arrival cancel T US German S.P.O. 1T June 12, 7pm

DR. LYTEL S. ADAMS
ABOARD THE

S. S. LEVIATHAN

l' AR E- AT SEA .
= g N 0‘

.h BYADAMS AIR MAIL PICK-UP
AR A A & & &

& ship-to-shore pick-up (13" attempt) . bo ol o s |
arrival cancel i Newark NJ 7 June 12, 8:30p. -7 Sk e




1929 (August)  Youngstown, Ohio (C.A.M. 11) T Clifford Ball Airline

August 30, 1929
First official airmail pick-up flight
authorized by Post Office

Mail successfully picked up in
3 Youngstown & delivered to Cleveland
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Several weeks of mostly successful tests
highlighted a need to redesign pick-up
traps to improve safety to plane and crew.

Successful trials carried out Spring 1930.
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1930 (March) Demonstration Flights i Hoover Field, Washington
D.C.

Demonstration of device invented by
Dr. Lytle S. Adams that would allow
an airplane to pickup mail.

Hoover Field, Arlington, Virginia;
[Washington Monument in distance]

March 9, 1930
Harris & Ewing, photographer

(from glass negative print)
Library of Congress




1930 (March)

D.C.

Washington Post, March 4,
1930.

Members of Congress to
See Air Mail Pickup

Members of the Senate and
House of Representatives
are to be given a close-up
demonstration of an air malil
pick-up device, the invention
of Dr Lytle S. Adams,
beginning at 8:30 this
morning at Hoover Field.

Trow Sebree, of the Clifford
Ball Line, which maintains a
mail route between
Pittsburgh and Cleveland,
will be the pilot in the
demonstrations which are to
last throughout the rest of
the week. Special tests are
to be made for the Post

Demonstration Flights i Hoover Field, Washington




1934 (September - October)

A Century

ER IN FLIGHT
ON LAGOON

Eswmy . .
Send ?y"hﬂ'&’rs ;PLA?E-N?
#rid’s Fair to Airhart, Chicam

WAITED STATES POSTAGE |
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~ VIA AIR MAIL

Of Progress, Chi
Braniff Airways, operator of
Chicago-Dallas route (AM-9),
authorized by P.O. to operate
temporary extension to

Chicago Fairgrounds, offering
daily pick-up & delivery flights
bet ween Worl doés
Chicago AMF

F

Sept 2071 Oct 31, 1934

First Transfer
of United States

4,000 pieces of mail transferred
On opening day of service

Mail in Flight

eAt Chicago

International
Exposition

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

ADAMS AIR MAIL PICK-UP AND DELIVERY




1934 (September - October)

A Century Of

Progress, Chi

Eair

AIRPLANE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY OF MAIL IN FLIGH'I

Photo of Braniff Airways Plane Taking Pouch on Cable After Leaving

AT WORLD'’S FAIR LAGOON.

One at Adams System Device.

AIR MAIL POUCH DELIVERED
ANOTHER PICKED UP INSTAN-
TANEOUSLY IN FLIGHT.

By the Adams System, in three flights every day,
Braniff Airways makes lightning mail exchange
before vast crowds. Time consumed to make
connection with great air trunk lines at Muni-

cipal Airport is reduced four-fifths.

WRITE MESSAGE HERE

POST GARD

Space for Address Only

POSTAGE |

1 Ent
Air Mail |
6 Cents J

MODEL REVEALS METHOD
OF AIR MAIL PICK-UP
AND DELIVERY IN FLIGHT

A small working model of the mechanism and
airplane used by Braniff Airways, is shown to
World's Fair visitors by theinventor, Dr.
Lytle S. Adams, in General Exhibits Building 3,
attracting large, interested throngs.

WRITE MESSAGE HERE

POST GARD -

Space for Address Only

POSTAGE

1 Cent

Air Mail
6 Cents

INVENTOR AND PILOT

Dr. Lytle S. Adams, Inventor, and hd(lu Gerber, Flyer of remarkable Air Mail Service of Braniff Airwa

AT EXHIBIT OF WORKING MODEL OF I’I(‘K UP MECHANISM.

1t World’s Fair.




1934 (September - October)
Fair

Special Cachets produced for
AAl r Mai l Dayo
October 21, 1934

Cel

6 hourly mail transfers

A Century Of

Progress,

Ch i
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A MESSAGE FROM

eAIR MAIL ‘DAY

EeNURY OF PROGRESS 1934

ebr

FAREWELL by AIR MAIL
: Ptm&"up in Flight at =
A CENTUH_OF PROGRESS 1934 -

Thrilling, Practical
New U.S. Service seen
on South Lagoon daily
at 12 noon, 2 and 4
o’clock sharp

Via Adams Pick-up
& Delivery and
Braniff Airways:

Chicago, Kansas City, Wichita,
Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Fort
Worth and Dallas
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VIA AIR MAIL

aw & &
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Six Hourly
Mail Transfers at
World’s Fair Lagoon,
October 21st, 1934
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October 31, 1934

Mail transfers every half-hour on closing day



1934 (September - October) A Century Of Progress, Chi
Fair

Farewell » Tast Nail
1 Lentury of Progress :
e Guienberg Press Print

R e eong
© 1934, LYTLE S.ADAMS

L m!d World’s Fair to Alrport, Chicago e

Over 8,000 pieces of mail on final day, including limited edition of 1,000 printed on Gutenberg Press



1937 Tri-State Aviation Demonstration Flights

SEE YOUR AIR MAIL LETTERS
PICKED UP AT

. . X1 GTNKY
1935 experiments lead to redesign & N ¥ i X Ko,

simplification of pick-up system.

Tri-State Aviation formed in 1937

VIA AIR MAIL

- Operated Air Express service to — ;;;_‘:‘;" Y e
gain necessary experience to apply | = \ ' & gl E /? G/ am s

for government airmail contracts
A
- Demonstration flights of new /;/

system ST comrmam e L 2 3 l/‘e)(/'7 O 7




Richard Chichester du Pont
(19117 1943)

Member of prominent Delaware family

Internationally recognized glider pilot
US National Soaring Champion (1934,1935,1937)

Aeronautical engineer

After witnessing demonstration pick-up flights,
provided critical financial support,
Became principal shareholder & President of
All American Aviation

Resigned as President April 1943
to head army glider program
Killed in glider accident September 1943




1939-40 All American Aviation

AM-1001
480 miles T 25 intermediate points

Pittsburgh to Phil

Experimental Routes AM-1001 & 1002

A M 100l

CORRY ¢
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——

,

AM 1002

PITTSBURGH

IRWIN-
JEANETTE-
GREENSBURG

LATROBE

MOUNT PLEASANT

CONNELLSVILLE-
UNIONTOWN

MORGANTOWN
FAIRMONT

® GRAFTON
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CLARKSBURG
D PHILIPPI

GLENVILLE

@ CHARLESTON-
NITRO-
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TITUSVILLE Q
FRANKLIN 'L
OIL CITY RIDGWAY
GROVE CITY
DUBOG CLEARFIELD
BUTLER
TYR -
NATRONA- AL’Pg()ENA

NEW KENSINGTON
HUNTINGDON

PITTSBURGH MOUNT UNION

LANCASTER WEST CHESTER

COLUMBIA

CETTYSBURG S\ npk  COATESVILLE

HANOVER

CHAMBERSBURG

AM-1002
441 miles i

Pittsburgh to Huntington WV
26 intermediate points




1939-40 All American Aviation Experimental Routes AM-1001 & 1002

Highlights of a full year of daily operations:

- 438,000 miles flown

- 23,000 pickups made

- 91.6% of scheduled pickups completed
(Average 78 per day)

UNITED/ STATES AIR MAIL
3 \“ ‘V‘Y—\

EXPERIMENTAL

JjICK-'U P ROUTE

EDWARD HUBER

101¢ HOLLYWOOD PL.

COLLINGDALE PA.

VIA AIR MAIL
EXPERIMENTAL PICK-UP A. 1. 1002
ROUTE AM-1002 Sab ST? MARYS TO POMEROY
SAINT REARYS 7% Carl F. Blankenburg, ‘
WEST VIRQZNI SN Gensral Delivery,
prem— Pomeroy, Ohio

."'---'J

AFor a

new type of ope

performance is without precedent when all

condi t i

ons are consi de|

PMG Report 1 May 1940



1940 (May) Bolling Field, Washington Demonstration Flights

Aviation Show Opens Today
At New Bolling Field

All-American aviation, operating
a world’'s ploneering alrmail pickup
service in Pennsylvania and West
Virginia, under Federal contract,

A AW A o e
May 27 Pick-up

will fly daily demonstrations of its AP
pickup service between Bolling Feld (U S ALl Mt (&5 navor 2\
/ —;, v J

and Washington Alrport between 4
and 4:15 and 6 and 6:15 pm. to-
morrow, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Actual mail service will be operated . VIA AIR MAIL

and a special cachet has been au-
thorized by the Post Office Depart-
ment for mail dispatched from Boll-
ing PFleld during the forum. Pillot
Norman Rintoul and Pickup Man
Victor Yesulaites will form the crew

of the demonstration plane. Thous-

ands of pleces of philatelic mail .

alregdy are awaiting inauguration A L& S & S o
of the trans-Potomac pickup service,

claimed to be the shoriest airmail
route ever operated.

MR.BYRON BIRD,

2 408 Quackenbos Street,N.W.,
- WASHINGTON,
BOLLING FAEN B0

MrASAIING TOMN ARSE W
WASHINGTON . Qi




1940 - 49

All American Aviation

Air Mail Route AM-49
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1940 - 49 All American Aviation Air Mail Route AM-49

9.8 fera _

SRSt el e N Many of the small towns served did not have a
/ﬁ'; P movie house, so watching the mail pickup was
A the most exciting event of the day.

Hon. Robert A.Rupp
Post Master
Hamburg Penna.

LEWISTOWN PA

5 routes comprising AM-49 would
serve approximately 2 million
people and total 1,365 air miles




