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The September meeting of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club was held on Tuesday, September 

17, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room at the Lebanon Community Library, 125 N. 7th 

St, in historic downtown Lebanon.  In recognition of the scouts that recently earned their Stamp 

Collecting Merit Badge at the Great American Stamp Show, and a young scout from Myerstown 

who earned his Stamp Collecting Merit Badge earlier this month, Scott Ney brought his 

collection of old Stamp Collecting Merit Badge pamphlets to facilitate a discussion about the 

badge and how it has changed over the years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The one that got away . . .  
By Dick Colberg 

 

I started collecting stamps in 1949 at age 8. At first my collection consisted of the stamps from 
our household mail. That would be mostly the 2- and 3-cent U.S. Presidential series. My early 
years were spent in Chicago. My dad worked in the Export Division of the International Harvester 
Company in downtown Chicago. The operative word here is “export”. My dad’s office got all of 
the foreign mail sent to the company. So, lucky me, every once in a while, my dad would come 
home with a stack of #10 envelopes with stamps from around the world. I had a ball soaking the 
stamps off the envelopes and taping them into my album (loose leaf notebook). Yes, I taped them 
onto the pages and over time these stamps were ruined by the adhesive. I had no mentor for 
collecting and there were no stamp collectors in my family.  
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There were two boys in my class at school who were also budding philatelists. We would trade 
our duplicates. We traded on the basis of size; regular issue for regular issue, commemorative 
for commemorative.  
 

One of my prized holdings was the 1000F French airmail stamp shown here. It is Scott #C-27 
issued in 1950 and has a 2024 Scott used value of $24. Because of its size, it was worth two 
commemoratives in trade. And, best of all, I had 10 of them (one for me and nine duplicates). On 
top of that all ten of these stamps came to me on the same envelope! Yes, a large envelope with 
all ten 1000F stamps. I did not realize what I had. First of all, there was 10,000 Francs of postage! 
At that time, I believe the Franc was worth about $0.07. Still, that’s $700 in postage! I can’t 
imagine what was in that envelope. To be honest, I do not remember if the stamps were on an 
envelope or a large piece, like from a package. I can only dream of what a piece like that would 
be worth to an exhibitor of French airmails today! Alas, the one that got away. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The essential library 
By Dick Colberg 

 

As philatelists we can never have too many books in our library. In my stamp room I have over 
30 feet of shelf space devoted to my philatelic library. Who’s to say which of the books are 
essential? I guess it’s essential if you need it and find that you don’t have it! Here is a sampling. 
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A few weeks ago, while at GASS in Hartford I overheard a collector (FDC newbie) asking a dealer 
if there was a catalogue for FDCs. Boy, is there! The Bible here is the Mellone/Planty series on 
cacheted FDCs, illustrated above. To be honest, I don’t know how many books are in the series. I 
have the first 14 and that only covers through 1938 and Scott #851. Each volume lists and 
illustrates the known cachets for each Scott number covered. A pricing guide is part of the listing, 
and this guide is updated periodically. These guides would be critical for the serious FDC 
collector/exhibitor. 

 

 
 

Canadian Fancy Cancellations of thee Nineteenth Century 
 
This book by Day and Smithies is a handbook published by the British North America Philatelic 
Society in 1973. 155 pages of invaluable illustrations of Canadian fancy cancels. Each is 
catalogued, illustrated, and lists the place of mailing. Pricing is not included, but that changes 
every year anyhow, so it is hard to stay current. 
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Straightline, Fancy & Unusual Cancels & Handstamps on Confederate General Issue Stamps 
 
This 90-page book published in 1997 by General Conrad L. Bush is jam-packed with illustrations 
and data on the subject. 
 

American Illustrated Cover Catalog 
 
This is actually an auction catalogue! It was published by David Phillips in 1981. It is the cover 
collection of John R. Biddle. And it is the essential catalogue for illustrated cover collectors. It was 
published in both hard and soft cover. I have the hard cover edition including the prices realized. 
There are approximately 2,700 covers in the sale. All illustrations are in color. The handiest part 
of the catalogue is the subject index at the back. For instance, I have a friend who collects sewing 
machine advertising covers. There are ten in this catalogue. Some of my Moline Plow covers are 
also present.  
 
(Editor’s note – I have omitted the scan of the cover of the American Illustrated Cover Catalog 
because it didn’t reproduce particularly well; Dick’s hardcover edition has a brown cover with a 
golden title.) 
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Handbook of Cigar Boxes 
 
This is an interesting reference because it also has cigar revenue stamps. The author is Tony 
Hyman. This 166-page book was published in 1979 in an edition of 3,000 copies. I have #47, 
signed by the author. 
 
So, there you have a look at a few books that you won’t find on everyone’s shelves. But you just 
never know when you might need the unusual! 

 

Calendar of Events 

2024 Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Meetings 

Date Presenter and Subject 

October 15, 2024 My life through cancelled mail – Jim Joppy Jr. 

November 19, 2024  

December 17, 2024 Annual Club Dinner, Location TBD 

 
The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club thanks the Philatelic Society of Lancaster County for 

hosting our affiliate page, which is accessible by clicking the following link: 
 

The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club – Philatelic Society of Lancaster County (lcps-stamps.org) 
 
 
 

https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/lebanon-stamp-collectors-club/
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The PSLC Events Calendar is located at the following link: 
 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County – Award-winning, non-profit community organization 
dedicated to promoting stamp and postal history collecting as a hobby for education and fun. 

(lcps-stamps.org) 
 

A happy golden anniversary 

 

Congratulations to LSCC president Richard Colberg, who was awarded this handsome medal 

recognizing his 50 years of membership in the APS at the Great American Stamp Show in August.  

All of us who know Dick and have had the fortune to be partnered with and mentored by him in 

our philatelic journeys know that there’s a lot of substance behind this wonderful recognition of 

his longevity in the APS.  – Scott Ney 

 

https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
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The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Lebanon, PA 17042 – 17046 
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Newsletter of the Reading Stamp Collectors’ Club 

 

Meetings held at Calvary Lutheran Church,  

1009 Elizabeth Avenue in Laureldale.   

Elizabeth Avenue crosses Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township 

area.  

(About a mile north of Rt 222 ) 

 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

(doors open around 6:30 for pre meeting social time)   

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 

TUESDAY October 1st 2024 

 
Show and Tell by Members: 

 

As it’s Halloween: 

Philately related to Halloween, Bats, Goblins, and anything 

Spooky 

 



9 
The Patent – Overprint September 2024 

READING STAMP COLLECTORS’ CLUB HISTORY: Part 7 October 2024 

IT IS NOW POST WW II . . .  

The first cover commemorates the First Flight from Reading to New York on August 1st 1941 

 

 
 

I have not been able to find out what A. M. Z. means. This is a rather fancy cover as others I 
have found on the internet are just plain envelopes and do not have the red and blue planes 

as a surround. 

 

 
 

We now jump to 1946 for the 10th Stamp Exhibit held in chilly February. 
Note that this is the 10th Exhibit. I have a record of Exhibit up to 1938 (7th) but do not know 

which years were the 8th and 9th  
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Moving back a year to 1945:  The 14th Annual Banquet 

 

I not sure who Paul Diefenderfer was. The were a lot of Paul Diefenderfers in this area, 
and I gave up searching for one with a Philatelic connection. 

 
Also, I am a little confused as to why in 1945 it is the 14th Banquet as this implies that the 

banquets preceded the Exhibits. Which probably makes sense.  
It may be a legacy back to when it was just the Aero Philately Society.  
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The Reading Stamp Collectors Club   

Reading, PA 

Since 1931 


