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JUNE MEETING

Vice president Pam Tronsor called the meeting to order at
7:00PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. One
visitor, Michael Ritchie along with 29 club members attended.

The Secretary’s report from the May meeting was given by
Gisela Withers and was approved as read.

The Treasurer, Barbara Mowrer, reported a balance in the
treasury of $3,352.28.

Door prizes were awarded to Donna Bashaw and Jeanne
Schopf. The 50/50 drawing was won by Brian Frankhouser.

The Postcard Expo will be held August 17. Members are
encouraged to sign up to help with this event.

The summer picnic will be held at Barbara Mowrer’s house on
July 28 at 2p.m.

In the absence of Jim Ward, the program was presented by
Dede Schaeffer who told of attending the book sale at F&M
this year and her beginning interest of buying and selling books
which led to her interest in postcards. She and her mother
collected postcards after visiting book sales as they were
‘lighter than books’. Her interest and business has taken her
far and wide and has given her many adventures and a very
interesting story which she shared with us.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Schopf, secretary

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

| hope that everyone is finding ways to stay cool during this
oppressive heat we have been having. Don’t let the “dog days
of summer” keep you from attending the picnic on July 28,
We always have an enjoyable time — no matter what.

One of our members, Ken McClain, passed away on July 2"
(see page 5). Our condolences go out to his wife Lorraine & his
family.

Susan

FUTURE SHOWS 2024

August 3: Summer Chesapeake Postcard Fair & Civil War
Photography Show, Havre de Grace Community Center, 100
Lagaret Ln, Havre De Grace, MD 21078, Sat. 9-4, Admission
$3.00.

August 17 — 30th Annual Postcard Expo, Lancaster County
Postcard Club, Farm & Home Center, 1381 Arcadia Road,
Lancaster, PA, Saturday 9-5, Admission $2.50(50 cents off with
card or ad)

JULY PICNIC

Once again Barabra Mowrer is inviting us to her home on Sunday,
July 28th for the annual LCPC Picnic. Rain or Shine we will gather
at her home - 4614 Marietta Avenue, Columbia, PA. Phone 717-
684-5331.

Directions: Take Route #30 to the #441 exit. Go north on #441
over Chickies Rock to Route #23 (Marietta Pike), then go east to
her home. You can also pick up Route #23, Marietta Ave in
Lancaster and head west. Continue on until you see the Village of
Florinel sign and then look for her home on the left

You are welcomed to arrive any time after 2:00 PM. Bring your
favorite cards or albums of postcards to show other members.
Please bring a covered dish to share. Barbecue, paper products
and beverages will be provided. The picnic meal will be served at
4:00 PM.

PICNIC

2024 PROGRAMS

August: Expo, August 17
September: Aaron Heckler
October: Leighton Stover
November: Pam Tronsor
December — Holiday Party

JUNE POSTCARD COMPETITION

Seven (7) members participated in the evening’s single-card
competition for postcards related to “Farming”.

First: Jerry Greider New Holland Machine Co

Second: Brian Smith Drilling a Well in 1920’s in rural Japan RPPC
Third: Gisela Withers Rice Cultivation

Honorable Mention:

Leighton Stover Hershey Chocolate Co. Dairy Farm, Bob Kramer Ad
for International Harvester, Anthony lezzi Amish wheat harvest,
Annetta Buettner Orange Grove

2024 POSTCARD COMPETITION SUBJECTS
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LCPC EXPO COMING SOON

Volunteers are needed for the Expo August 17th. If you can sit at
the club table & sell tickets we need you! Please let Gordon know
if you can help — gsslsmith@msn.com or sign-up at the picnic.
Thank you.



mailto:gss1smith@msn.com
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By Brian Frankhouser

During the first decade of the 20t century, one of the most popular picnic grounds in eastern
Lancaster County was Conestoga Valley Park. It was located between Farmersville and Brownstown,
and less than four miles south of Ephrata.

In July of 1901, Martin B. Sweigart of Murrell purchased four acres of timberland along the
Conestoga and adjacent to the Lancaster-Ephrata trolley line, for the purpose of opening a park. The
first public event on July 20 featured music by the Akron band, graphophone entertainment,
boating, and cake walks. By the end of its first summer, the park hosted many of the local bands,
and even sponsored a balloon ascension. Additional trolley cars were employed for special events,
and the cost from Ephrata was only 15 cents for a round-trip pass. The park continued to update its
facilities, expanding the dance pavilion, planting hundreds of trees, and installing electric lights in
1903.

In April of 1906, M. B. Sweigart sold the park to his son, Isaac, who continued to welcome the
general public and many private parties (especially Sunday School picnics). On the day it opened for
the season on May 28, 1908, all the stores in Ephrata were closed, and the very large crowd was
entertained by the Mechanicsburg (now part of Leola) band. At the end of the season, Sweigart
tried to sell Conestoga Valley Park at public auction at the Mt. Vernon hotel. There were no takers.

By the Spring of 1909, Abraham Burkholder was the new owner of the park. His first source of
income from this venture was generated by leveling the largest trees and cutting them into lumber
at the saw mill on the property. When his work was done, he sold the park to Eby Rudy of
Farmersville.

Conestoga Valley Park near Ephrata, Pa.

“Late in the season” ...A
hand-colored lithographed
postcard of the pavilion
postmarked March 11,
1909, and published by
American Post Card
Company of Lancaster, Pa.

Rudy completely renovated the grounds and reopened the park on May 5, 1910 (Ascension Day). In
April of 1911, disaster struck! An arsonist burned down the pavilion, the attached kitchen, the candy
stand, and several other smaller buildings. The boats, benches, swings, and kitchen supplies were
stored in the pavilion, so the conflagration was a total loss. The park would never be the same.

Local organizations continued to hold picnics at the park, but on a less frequent basis. Several
cottages were built on the property and there was an increase in camping. By the mid 1920’s, there
were fewer visitors because the trolley line no longer ran by the entrance to the park.
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In 1935, one hundred new trees were planted in the park. About the same time, 10 additional building lots
were laid out for new cottages. At the beginning of 1943, the property became a non-profit corporation
known as the “Conestoga Valley Camp Association”. About that time, a cottage could be purchased on the
grounds for $1,000. The private corporation still exists, and cottages occasionally will be offered for sale to
buyers who qualify as “Association members”. The going rate nowadays is somewhat more than $1,000.

“Dressed up and ready to attend the park”
...Real photo published by Lancaster Photo
Supply House about 1906, showing the
trolley bridge where it spanned the
Conestoga near Conestoga Valley Park.

Trolley Bridge at Conestoga Valley Park.

“Heavy traffic on the creek” ...Real photo
published by Lancaster Photo Supply
House and postmarked July 30, 1906,
showing boats on the creek and the trolley
bridge in the background (center and
right) at Conestoga Valley Park.

Scenes on the Conestoga,

Conestoga Valley Park.

“A serene scene” ... Real photo published by
Lancaster Photo Supply House about 1906,

showing docked boats and the trolley bridge
in the background at Conestoga Valley Park.

Scenes on the Conestoga,

Conestoga Valley Park.

“Enjoying the amenities” ...Real photo
published by Lancaster Photo Supply
House about 1906, showing the
swings by the refreshment stand and
pavilion at Conestoga Valley Park

Eph =8

Conestoga Valley Park.
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“Waiting for the trolley” ...Although
not labeled, it’s most likely that this
real photo was published by Lancaster
Photo Supply House about 1906. The
sign at the entrance shows the
proprietor as I. N. Sweigart, who

owned the park from 1906 until 1908.

“On the banks of the Conestoga”
...Another unlabeled real photo
probably published by Lancaster
Photo Supply about 1906, showing
the docked boats at Conestoga Valley
Park.

“Free to enter” ...This real photo has
a Cyko reverse, but was also
published during the same time
period (1906-1908). Shown is the
entrance and trolley tracks in front of
Conestoga Valley Park. Entrance to
the park wasn’t always free.
Sometimes it cost a dime.

ENTRANCE, CONEST0GA VALLEY PARK

“Posing on the stage” ...Another Cyko
real photo, showing the pavilion at
Conestoga Valley Park and some of
the many saplings that were planted
during early development of the
picnic grounds.

PAVILION, CONESTOGA VALLEY PARK
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Kenneth G. McClain, Jr.

Kenneth G. McClain, Jr., 85, of Harrisburg, passed away at
home with family at his side on Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Born
in Brooklyn, NY, he was the son of the late Kenneth G.
McClain, Sr. and Katherine J. (nee Hetzel), McClain, Verna,
Canellis. He was the loving husband of Lorraine (nee
Maurer) McClain, with whom he shared 57 years of
marriage.

Ken was a man of many interests, talents, and skills. He was a draftsman by trade and worked
for Allied Stores in New York City before moving to York, PA, where he became the Director of
Store Planning at S. Grumbacher and Sons (Bon-Ton). He was an artist at heart and was skilled
in many mediums including oils, watercolor, decoupage, and stained glass. You could find Ken
in his den pressing flowers, making his own paper, or building bird houses. He loved creating his
own art postcards and kept a large collection of his work. He was a member of the York
Postcard Club and the Lancaster Postcard Club. Ken was a railroad enthusiast; he designed and
built his own model railroad and enlisted the help of his daughters and granddaughter in the
effort over the years. He also loved nature, including gardening, bird watching, and canoeing.

In addition to his wife, Ken is survived by his daughters Michelle Osman (Joe Camut, Jr.) and
Jennifer McClain-Miller (Blake Miller); his granddaughter Elaine McClain; his brother James
Verna (Karen Verna); and sister JoAnn Verna. In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death
by his sister Nancy Verna and step-fathers Joseph Verna and John Canellis.

A Visitation will be held at Wiedeman Funeral Home, 357 S Harrisburg Street, Oberlin, PA
17113 on Saturday, July 13, 2024 from 11:00 AM-12:00 PM, with a Time for Sharing following
at 12:00 PM. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to The Audubon Society at
www.audubon.org http://www.audubon.org.mmm
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JUNE POSTCARD COMPETITION
“Farming”

FREE
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New Holland
Hay Harvesting
Equipment g

First: Jere Greider
‘New Holland Machine Co

7

Second: Brian Smith
“Drilling a Well in 1920’s in
rural Japan RPPC”

Third: Gisela Withers
“Rice Cultivation”

APOLOGY & THANK YOU

In my eleventh hour decision to pass up my program in June, | wish to apologize to the members and thank Bob
Dissinger and Dede Schaeffer for bringing their antique vasculums to show those present. | must especially thank
Dede for filling in with, what | am sure the members enjoyed — how she became involved with postcards the last 50
years.

Jim Ward



