| May 6th 1940 i
The 100t Anniversary of the
Penny Black

The USA did not issue a stamp ..

Do you know why?
and what DID they do?



| In May 1940 England was at
war with Germany and the
USA was neutral.

F.D.R. had a dilemma.
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“issuing a stamp seeming to favor Great Britain might be
construed as an “unneutral” act in a world at war

SO NO STAMP WAS ISSUED...................... HOWEVER



INTRODUCING “THE MAILOMAT”

Developed by the Pitney Bowes Postage Meter Company and the US Post Office
It was first put into service on May 17" 1939 in New York City
There was a coin slot & postage selector from 1c to 33c plus Air Mail & Special Delivery



The Washington Philatelic
Society was holding a
show from May 2" to 6t
at the Mayflower Hotel in
Washington DC.
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OFFICIAL CACHET
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€2 % POSTAGE !

* An additional 1c stamp was added to this cover. Why?
e Letters were 3cin 1940 and postcards 1c.
* The Meter label was 1c and this stamp made it 2c.



So, why only 2 cents postage?
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