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“Serving Lebanon and Berks Counties” 
 

The Patent 

Monthly newsletter of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club 

 

June 2024 
Number 59 

The June meeting of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club was held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024, 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room at the Lebanon Community Library, 125 N. 7th St, in 

historic downtown Lebanon.  Dick Colberg shared about his recent trip to France, our newest 

member Doug Lotz brought along one of his dad’s cherished stamp albums, and Scott Ney 

shared a few Lebanon County event covers from the past. Don Smith was there to join in on 

the fun with us! 

Mark your calendar for the July LSCC meeting on Tuesday, July 16 – same time, same place! 

Scenes from the May meeting of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club 
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Calendar of Events 

2024 Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Meetings 

Date Presenter and Subject 

July 16, 2024 Collecting the Columbia Bank and Bridge Company – Scott Ney 

August 20, 2024  

September 17, 2024  

October 15, 2024  

November 19, 2024  

December 17, 2024 Annual Club Dinner, Location TBD 

 
The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club thanks the Philatelic Society of Lancaster County for 

hosting our affiliate page, which is accessible by clicking the following link: 
 

The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club – Philatelic Society of Lancaster County (lcps-stamps.org) 
 

The PSLC Events Calendar is located at the following link: 
 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County – Award-winning, non-profit community organization 
dedicated to promoting stamp and postal history collecting as a hobby for education and fun. 

(lcps-stamps.org) 

https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/lebanon-stamp-collectors-club/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
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The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Lebanon, PA 17042 – 17046 
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Newsletter of the Reading Stamp Collectors’ Club 

 

Meetings held at Calvary Lutheran Church,  

1009 Elizabeth Avenue in Laureldale.   

Elizabeth Avenue crosses Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township area.  

(About a mile north of Rt 222 ) 
 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

(doors open around 6:30 for pre meeting social time)   

 

NEXT MEETING: 

TUESDAY July 2nd 2024 

Show and Tell: Submarines  

 

READING STAMP COLLECTORS’ CLUB HISTORY: Part 4 July 2024 

As a follow-up to RSCC history Part 3, the combined societies produced a 16-page program for 
the stamp Exhibition held from October 6th to 14, 1934. This could be obtained for the price 
of 10 cents (2024 = $2.34). I am sharing some page extracts that may be of interest; 
particularly, an early history of the two clubs, a list of exhibits, and a couple of 
advertisements. The latter part of the program was a Glossary of Philatelic Terms and lists of 
Patrons and committees. I hope you enjoy reading what was “an exhibit” in 1934. 
 

Mike Bach RSCC Historian  
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Early Berks County Stamp Collectors, Revisited 
 

Editor’s note: The March 2024 edition of the Philatelic Society of Lancaster County newsletter 
reprinted a piece which originally appeared in the July 1956 edition of the Historical Review of 
Berks County, titled “Early Berks County Stamp Collectors”. One of the collectors profiled was 
Clifford W. Kissinger. Kissinger was a young man who had big aspirations in the hobby, and, like 
a great athlete from the past, he was recognized as a Hall of Famer by the APS in 1991. 
 
Philatelic author and PSLC member Rick Barrett, whose feature about infamous forger Georges 
Carion appears in the June 2024 edition of the American Philatelist, has met many interesting 
but forgotten characters of the “Victorian Era” of philately in his extensive review of old stamp 
journals, and introduced me to Mr. Kissinger. The profile and picture that follow are taken from 
the Reading-based Pennsylvania Philatelist editions of May 1893 (The “Columbian Number”) 
and December 1893. 
 

C. W. Kissinger 
 
Mr. Clifford W. Kissinger, the business manager of this journal, was born in this city on February 
6, 1874. His interest in stamps runs as far back as 1887.  
 
The writer (Harry F. Kantner) remembers well the first meeting with Mr. K. It was a bright 
Sunday morning in the spring of 1888. Mr. Kissinger, hearing that your humble servant was a 
collector, called on me requesting an inspection of my collection of several hundred varieties, 
which I readily consented to. There was one stamp in my collection – an unused stamp of 
China, I think – which I prized very highly, and which was missing after Kissinger’s departure. 
My collection at that time was kept loose in a small tin snuff box, and gave excellent 
opportunities to collectors, naturally light-fingered.  
 
On finding the stamp of China gone, I hurried after my friend K., overtook him several blocks 
away, and demanded my stolen stamp. As he denied all knowledge of it, I administered a 
severe beating and returned home, where several days later, I found my China stamp with my 
others in the snuff box. I had evidently overlooked it. My little encounter with Mr. K., five years 
ago had one good effect – he took the drubbing I gave him philosophically and ever since has 
had the utmost respect for me. I look back to that meeting with pleasure. 
 
In the fall of 1891 Mr. Kissinger ventured into the stamp business, which he conducted up to 
last December when he sold his large stock to his partner Mr. H. S. Althouse. In August of last 
year, he purchased a half-interest in this journal; on June 1st of this year he will become sole 
proprietor. His Philatelic Postal Card is a great success. 
 
He was a candidate for President of the Sons of Philatelia at the first convention, but for various 
reasons he was not allowed to be a candidate, although a large majority of members voted for 
him. He has been nominated for President for the next year and will undoubtedly be elected. 

https://lcps-stamps.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/PSLC-Newsletter-2024-03.pdf
https://stamps.org/aps-hall-of-fame/the-american-philatelic-society-hall-of-fame-1990-1994#Kissinger
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He is a member of all the national philatelic societies, an excellent parliamentarian and overall, 
a hustler of the first water. 
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The Reading Stamp Collectors Club  Reading, PA 


