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“Serving Lebanon and Berks Counties” 
 

The Patent 

Monthly newsletter of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club 

 

May 2024 
Number 58 

The May meeting of the Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club will be held on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 

at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room at the Lebanon Community Library, 125 N. 7th St, in 

historic downtown Lebanon.  

Please bring an item or two for a philatelic “show, tell, and unwrap”. Have you received an 

auction win that you haven’t opened yet? Bring it on Tuesday to open with the club.  

Sharing history with stamps 

By Jim Joppy 

 
Historic Eden Cemetery Notables Brochure 

If someone told me that one day I would display my stamp collection in a cemetery, I would have 

questioned the person’s sanity.  But that’s exactly what I did at Eden Cemetery, Collingdale, PA, 

on May 4, 2024.  Eden Cemetery is on the National Register of Historic Places and is a National 

Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Site.  In 1998, legislation titled the National 

https://www.congress.gov/105/plaws/publ203/PLAW-105publ203.pdf
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Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act of 1998 was passed, creating the Network to 

Freedom program.  This program honors, preserves and promotes the history of resistance to 

enslavement through escape and flight, which continues to inspire people worldwide.  Eden is 

also part of the Pennsylvania Hallowed Grounds, whose mission is to honor, interpret, and 

preserve African American cemeteries and the burial sites of Civil War African American Sailors 

and United States Colored Troops in Pennsylvania.   

So how did I end up at Eden Cemetery with a display table?   Well, my sister sent me an invitation 

for the National Youth Foundation’s Youth Beautification Project at the Eden Cemetery 

(Illustrated on page 7).  When I researched the Eden Cemetery, I discovered that two individuals 

buried in the cemetery are on U.S. stamps.  Marian Anderson, Black Heritage stamp, Scott #3896, 

issued 1/27/2005; and William Still, The Underground Railroad, Scott #5836, issued 3/29/2024.   

The Underground Railroad sheet is a recent issue honoring 10 courageous men and women who 

helped guide enslaved people to freedom via the Underground Railroad, a network of secret 

routes and safe houses.  At this writing, these stamps are available in the USPS online stamp 

store, and at many post offices. 

When I shared this information with my sister, she asked me to display the two stamp sheets and 

general information regarding African Americans on stamps.  It was great to see so many children 

and youth involved in a community project and learning about American history though postage 

stamps.  A special moment for me during the event was meeting Emile Henwood, author of 

Remembering a Great American Hero: Marian Anderson, “The Lady from Philadelphia”, who 

provided me with a signed copy of his book.  Overall, it was a great experience that I was proud 

to be a part of.  

References: 

Historic Eden Cemetery Notables Brochure 

National Park Service:  https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1205/index.htm 

Pennsylvania Hallowed Grounds:  https://pahallowedgrounds.org/ 

United States Postal Service: https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-

releases/2024/0209ma-usps-remembers-shining-beacons-of-the-underground-railroad.htm 

 

https://www.congress.gov/105/plaws/publ203/PLAW-105publ203.pdf
https://store.usps.com/store/stamps?No=0&Nrpp=18&
https://store.usps.com/store/stamps?No=0&Nrpp=18&
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1205/index.htm
https://pahallowedgrounds.org/
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2024/0209ma-usps-remembers-shining-beacons-of-the-underground-railroad.htm
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2024/0209ma-usps-remembers-shining-beacons-of-the-underground-railroad.htm
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           Jim Joppy 

Jim Joppy talks with Emile Henwood, author of Remembering a Great American Hero: Marian 

Anderson, “The Lady from Philadelphia” 

 

 

       USPS.COM 
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A notable African American buried in Eden Cemetery who has not appeared on a stamp is 

Octavius Catto; hopefully he’ll make a future appearance in the US Mails. 

A report from the other side of the pond 

By Dick Colberg 

April 28, 2024 – Went to a Regional Stamp exhibit in suburban Paris yesterday, April 27th. Two trains; 
two hours in transit. Nice weather, though rain was forecast for the whole day. It was raining when I 
got off the train at the end of the day, however. 
 
This was a Regional stamp show. Here in France, one must go through several stamp exhibits and 
accumulate enough points to then go to the next higher level. I have done this for two of my exhibits 
before being able to exhibit at the National level. What this does is it guarantees participation at the 
lower-level shows, because you can't move up without the lower-level points.  
 
Anyhow, this show had 219 frames of exhibits, including 29 frames of junior exhibits. I personally know 
the kids who showed 15 of the 29 junior exhibits. All but five of the junior exhibit frames came from 
two families, two boys, two girls. Both fathers are avid exhibitors. I should point out that here a frame 
consists of 12 pages, whereas it's 16 in the USA. 
 
These folks take this seriously. There were eight judges to be able to cover all of the exhibiting classes.  
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I scanned all of the exhibits put up by people I know, which was about half of the show. Then I looked 
at a couple of exhibits that had interesting sounding titles. I found the quality of the exhibits to be 
quite good.  
 
Getting to the exhibit space was a bit of a challenge. Pre-show publicity said the exhibit was across the 
street from the train station. BUT, train stations have two sides. When I got off of the train, I asked a 
lady if she knew where the Salle de Fete was. A Salle de Fete is basically an exhibit space. Almost every 
town in France has one; its size depends on the size of the town. She did not know. I proceeded 
through the station and asked another couple, who looked like locals. Nope, they didn't know either. 
In front of the station was a large bus stop and a couple of idling buses. I asked a man waiting if he 
knew. Nope. Then a young man with a clipboard caught my eye and showed me where to go. The Salle 
de Fete was across the street, yes. But, you couldn't see it because another building was in front of it.  
 
I was disappointed in the bourse. Only two dealers. And, only one had any postal history material. I 
looked, but found nothing for my collection.  
 
Later, I left for the return trip into Paris where I had a nice lunch and waited for the train to take me 
back home. All in all, it was a nice day. 
 

 
           Dick Colberg 

Dick Colberg, front and center, places flowers at the War Memorial at Fontaine La Soret, 

France, on VE Day, May 8, 2024. 
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Calendar of Events 

2024 Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Meetings 

Date Presenter and Subject 

May 21, 2024 Show, tell, and unwrap – bring your items to share with the group 

June 18, 2024 Some Lebanon County Event Covers – Scott Ney 

July 16, 2024  

August 20, 2024 Would anyone like to have a picnic in July or August? 

September 17, 2024  

October 15, 2024  

November 19, 2024  

December 17, 2024 Annual Club Dinner, Location TBD 
 

 
 

The Lebanon Post Office is now officially known as the Lieutenant William D. Lebo Post Office 
Building, in honor of the 40-year veteran of the Lebanon City Police who was killed in the line of 
duty on March 31, 2022. Read more at LEBTOWN.COM. 

https://lebtown.com/2024/05/15/bill-to-rename-city-post-office-for-fallen-lebanon-police-officer-is-signed-into-law/?ref=member&utm_source=LebTown&utm_campaign=228b8c4ffd-DAILY_HEADLINES_ANNUAL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_27e53f8430-228b8c4ffd-438204738&mc_cid=228b8c4ffd&mc_eid=47e66e2fd5
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The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club thanks the Philatelic Society of Lancaster County for 
hosting our affiliate page, which is accessible by clicking the following link: 

 
The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club – Philatelic Society of Lancaster County (lcps-stamps.org) 

 
The PSLC Events Calendar is located at the following link: 

 
Philatelic Society of Lancaster County – Award-winning, non-profit community organization 

dedicated to promoting stamp and postal history collecting as a hobby for education and fun. 
(lcps-stamps.org) 

 
 

 

The Lebanon Stamp Collectors Club Lebanon, PA 17042 – 17046 

  

https://lcps-stamps.org/newsletter-archive/lebanon-stamp-collectors-club/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
https://lcps-stamps.org/
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Newsletter of the Reading Stamp Collectors’ Club 

 

Meetings held at Calvary Lutheran Church,  

1009 Elizabeth Avenue in Laureldale.   

Elizabeth Avenue crosses Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township area.  

(About a mile north of Rt 222 ) 

 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

(doors open around 6:30 for pre meeting social time)   

 

NEXT MEETING: 

TUESDAY July 2nd 2024 

Show and Tell: Submarines  

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

We are canceling June meeting as most of those who normally  

participate cannot attend. 
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Congratulations, Mike Bach! 
 

 
 

RSCC spark-plug Mike Bach has been selected for the American Philatelic Society’s Nicholas 
Carter Volunteer Award for Local Service. “His many years of serving both the Lancaster and 
Reading philatelic communities through a variety of ways have caught up to him,” writes Dr. Paul 
Petersen of the Philatelic Society of Lancaster County. “Mike is an excellent role model for us to 
follow, and APS got involved to be sure that everyone knows about this.” 
 
Mike got re-engaged with stamp collecting after a brief hiatus of 30 years, when he had his 
family’s stamp collection shipped to the US in 2007. A fortuitous meeting with Roy Baardsen 
introduced him to the RSCC and the PSLC. Since that time, he’s re-introduced the RSCC’s 
Overprint newsletter, and has served as RSCC treasurer and activities organizer. In 2019 he 
accepted the role of organizing the Reading Stamp Show, held annually in November. 
 
Mike enjoys helping with the PSLC auction and finding homes with other collectors for oddball 
items in his collection. He is a fantastic presenter, and has recently become the de facto RSCC 
historian, sharing RSCC club memorabilia with us in the pages of the Overprint. 
 
Mike will be presented with the award later this summer at the APS Great American Stamp Show in 
Hartford, Connecticut, which runs from August 15 – 18, and he will be recognized in an upcoming issue 
of The American Philatelist.  
 
On behalf of the RSCC, the LSCC, and the PSLC, congratulations Mike! – Scott Ney 
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 READING STAMP COLLECTORS’ CLUB HISTORY  

Part 3 

We are now in 1934: The show was held from October 6th to the 14th. The cachet remains the 
same design, with the show dates updated and the color changed to grey. This year the club 
issued five Cinderella labels in different colors using the same design as the cachet. The cover 
below has a grey label to go along with the grey cachet. 

                                 

 
                 
I found buried in one of the boxes of show memorabilia a catalogue for this 3rd show. It is 16 
pages plus the cover, all for 10 cents. I have scanned it, and I’ll provide the program in its entirety 
in the next newsletter. I think it will take many of you on a pleasant journey down Memory Lane. 
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Below are examples of the five labels: 
 

 
 

 

Mike Bach  
RSCC History Guardian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reading Stamp Collectors Club  Reading, PA 


