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Collection of Charles J. DiComo, PhD 

Conclusion and What’s Next? 

 NYC liquor wholesaler Cook & Bernheimer distributed multiple 
brands of whiskey in the U.S. from 1863 during the Civil War until 
1917, and the coming of National Prohibition.   

 They issued only one private die revenue stamp RS61d in limited 
quantities from March 2, 1883 to May 5, 1883 for their “Sunsmile.”  
 On July 1, 1883, the tax on proprietary medicines was repealed. 

 I recently identified a major double transfer (DT) of the left side of 
the design on RS61d. 

 The Riley & DeKay 1979 TAR article entitled “Design Doubling on 
U.S. Private Die Stamps” mentions a partial doubling of outer left 
frame line, reported on a stamp with a straight edge at left. I have 
no doubt my DT is one and the same.  

 What’s Next? Submit these findings to the Editor of “Scott Specialized 
Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers” for addition in a 
future issue, listed as RS61dt, following convention. 

Where Is It? $2 First Issue with “JAMES C. KING & CO. SAN FRANCISCO” cancel
From Michael Mahler. Many years ago a stamp was 
removed from an 1865 San Francisco document 
found in a prominent philatelic holding, leaving a 
bit of the circular datestamp shown here, reading 
“JAMES C. KING & CO./SAN FRANCISCO/JAN 
7 1865.”

Its removal left a slightly discolored area the size 
of a U.S. First Issue $2 or $3, and the amount of the 
transaction called for $2 tax. 

Nothing ventured, nothing gained, and haystacks 
occasionally yield up hidden needles. If any reader 
has this stamp, I have a proposition for you! 


