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Newspaper Wrapper EFOs



Introduction

ÅDuring the production or use of postal stationery items, problems can occur resulting in errors, freaks 
& oddities (EFOs). Some of these EFOs are similar to those found on stamps while others are specific to 
postal stationery. Even among postal stationery items, there are EFOs specific to certain postal 
stationery types.

ÅThis presentation focuses on EFOs found on newspaper wrappers, a type of postal stationery.

ÅThe goal is to eventually categorize newspaper wrapper EFOs in a style similar to that found in John 
IƻǘŎƘƴŜǊΩǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά9ǊǊƻǊǎΣ CǊŜŀƪǎ ŀƴŘ hŘŘƛǘƛŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ¦Φ {Φ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŝǎǎŀȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
found at https://bit.ly/EFOHECS .

Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƪ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ t{[/Φ

https://bit.ly/EFOHECS


Inverts

San Salvador H&G E2a
Issued December 3, 1889
With inverted embossing
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜōŜŎƪέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ
Is it a true error?

Reference: Menuz, Wayne: Salvador Stationery with Inverted Centers, 
Postal Stationery, Jan-Feb 2018 issue, whole number 418, p. 23

Inverted embossing

Normal embossing



Color Omitted Errors

Scott W485, issued 1916-32.
The colored printing is missing,
leaving only the embossing.
Postally used?

Normal



Color Omitted Errors

Normal

San Salvador H&G E4,
issued December 3, 1889.
Missing color (albino)
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜōŜŎƪέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ
Is it a true error?
Source claims that it is unique.

Reference: https://asianphilatelist.org/statio/elsal2/Wrappers/Salvador%201890%20Wrapper.html 
Website maintained by the late Abraham Luspo, Jr.

Albino



Color Omitted Errors

Mexico H&G E25,
issued 1895.
Missing indicium.

Normal

Indicium missing



Double or Multiple Prints

Scott W120, issued 1874-96.
Blue color printed twice.



Double or Multiple Prints

Scott W303, issued 1894.
Blue color printed twice.



Double or Multiple Prints

Scott W301, issued 1887-94
Second impression of embossing.

Extra embossing



Double or Multiple Prints

Normal

Reference: Menuz, Wayne: Salvador Wrapper with Double 
Indicia, Postal Stationery, Sep-Oct 2019 issue, whole number 
428, p. 254

San Salvador H&G E3a,
issued December 3, 1889.
Additional embossing.
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜōŜŎƪέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ
Is it a true error?



Double Overprints or Surcharges

Argentina H&G E10,
issued 1890.
hǾŜǊǇǊƛƴǘ άa¦9{¢w!έ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘΦ



Color Errors

GB H&B WS131 has the ½p indicium in blue, 
whereas all other wrappers using this value 
have the indicium in turquoise.



Miscuts

Argentina H&G E21,
issued 1896.
Miscut diagonally,
used commercially.



Miscuts

Argentina H&G 43,
issued 1917.
Miscut horizontally.



Miscuts

Mexico 
H&G 23 (top),
H&G E23a (bottom)
issued 1895.
The lower one is 
ǘƘŜ άŜǊǊƻǊέΣ
it gets is own 
catalog number.



Excess Ink
US W405, issued 1907-16, excess ink and setoff.



Excess Ink

Nicaragua H&G E5,
issued 1891,
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜōŜŎƪέ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ
Excess ink is visible in the upper middle part 
of the indicium, also affecting the upper left 
corner, the left frame, continuing to the 
bottom frame, including the denomination 
at the lower two corners.



Ink Starvation

Honduras H&G E9,
issued 1892.
Indicium shows unprinted areas indicative 
of ink starvation.



Ink Starvation

Austria STO H&G KE1,
issued 1900.
Indicium printed lightly, 
very common for 
STO Austrian wrappers.



Uneven Printing

Tasmania STO not listed in H&G,
YƻǏƴƛƻǿǎƪƛ ȊȊŀмл-101
Placed on sale in 1892.
Indicium printed unevenly, too much in in 
some areas, too little in others.



Color Shifts

Mexico H&G E26a,
issued 1895.
Indicium (the second color) shifted relative 
to other elements of wrapper design.



Color Shifts

South Africa, 
Four indicia in foreground, clockwise from 
upper left: 
H&G E5, issued 1927,
H&G E11, issued 1933,
H&G E5, issued 1927,
H&G E5, issued 1927.

Black shifted relative to frame in varying 
directions and distances.



Paper Creases

Argentine H&G E8,
issued 1889.
Paper crease formed pre-printing and was 
not opened up until after addressing.



Paper Creases

Argentine H&G E57,
issued 1925-31.
Paper crease affects only text.



Paper Folds

Argentine H&G E56,
issued 1925-31.
Paper fold during cutting caused wrapper to 
be malformed.



Unprinted Area in Wrapper Design

Argentine H&G E14,
issued 1989-90.
Probably, a sheet of paper came between 
the printing platen and the wrapper paper.



Unprinted Area in Wrapper Design

Argentine H&G E58b,
issued  1936-46.
Probably, a piece of paper got stuck 
between the printing platen and the 
wrapper paper.



Unprinted Area in Wrapper Design

Argentine H&G E9,
issued  1890.
Probably, bits of paper or other dirt got 
stuck between the printing platen and the 
wrapper paper.


