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MESSAGE FROM MIKE: 
 

This is let all of you that have received the “Overprint” since January 2015, that this is the last 
one you will be receiving from me. I have notified the Reading Stamp Collectors’ Club 
Committee members of my decision and hopefully they will find someone to step up and take 
this over. It was not easy coming to this decision but I still work full-time and I feel this is the 
right time for a change. Over the last 9 years I have produced over 80 editions of the Overprint 
and I hope during the course of that time you have found them interesting for the most part.   
I hope that the RSCC Overprint will continue, maybe in a different format.  

 
    Mike Bach 

 

Meetings held at Calvary Lutheran Church, 1009 Elizabeth Avenue 
 in Laureldale.  Elizabeth Avenue crosses Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township area.  Most meetings 

are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  See you there! 
 

Tuesday, November 7th 

 

MEETING CANCELED DUE TO ELECTIONS 
 

 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

 

As of September 30th: Account Balance $ 1,276.27. CD as of 12/31/2022: $ 3,076.00. 

In October there have additional receipts of $ 255.00 and expenses of $ 50.00 for a 

current balance of $ 1,481.27. Show payments to be received total $ 115,00. 

 
 

  

 



IS THIS THE SECOND MOST EXPENSIVE STAMP IN 
THE WORLD? 

 
Japan stamp sells for world record price of 5.4 million Euros 

( Approx, $ 5.72 Million) 
 by Estelle Leclere | Jun 3, 2023 

 

 
 
 

On Saturday, June 3, David Feldman International Auctioneers had the great honour 
to offer one of most important Japanese stamp collections including the most valuable 
stamp of Asia: the 500 mon Inverted Center. 
 

 
 

https://www.davidfeldman.com/author/estelle/


An Asian gentleman, bidding via phone, was delighted to become the buyer. The 
underbidder, an esteemed European collector, was very disappointed to be outbid. He 
said, “I had prepared my bid as high as 4 million Euros and even made a few more 
steps, but now I must congratulate the new owner!”. 
 
 
In 1871, the first series of Japanese stamps comprised stamps featuring a dragon 
framing the denomination in “mon” currency which was inserted in the center. One sheet 
of the highest value, the 500 mon, had the center value inverted, and only one stamp 
with this error has ever been discovered, and that was over 100 years later in 1973 by 
an American collector. The stamp was immediately acknowledged as the most important 
one in Japanese philately, and from that moment onwards it rose in fame and value 
through private sales, from a mere $75,000 at that time to millions over the last 50 years. 
 
It was the first time that this stamp was auctioned since it was first sold in 1973.  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

COMING IN JANUARY 2024 
 

NEW POSTAL RATES FOR THE USPS 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Product 
Current 
prices 

Planned prices 

Letters (1 ounce) 66 cents 68 cents 

   Additional Ounce (no Change) 24 cents 24 cents 

Letters (metered 1 ounce) 63 cents 64 cents 

Domestic postcards 51 cents 53 cents 

International postcards $1.50  $1.55  

International letter (1 ounce) $1.50  $1.55  

 



The “María Clotilde” Collection of Mexico 

 

We are delighted to announce the impressive series of auction sales of the “María Clotilde” collection of Mexico. 

On December 5th, the first part of this collection will be sold at auction in Geneva (Switzerland). The sale will 

feature the classic issues of “Hidalgos” & “Eagles” and some rarities of the semi-modern period. It will 

include a significant range of usages of the “number one”, a remarkable number of “Eagles” from the Corbett 

collection originating from small towns, an important selection of 3 centavos, including some of the very rare 

examples cancelled and the finest of the three unused overprinted pairs, as well as some spectacular frankings on 

cover, such as the largest multiple of the 1864 2r, or a four-color franking on registered mail. 

The two key items are considered as the most important items of Mexican philately, the great gems originating 

from the Erich Koenig collection: the only usage recorded of the “Eagles” 3c on cover, and the finer of only 

two inverted centers recorded of the 1921 10c “Abrazo de Acatenpam”. 

The catalogue will be available online in a few weeks.  If you want to receive addtional information or the 

catalogue, please feel free to contact us today! 

Stay tuned! 

 

THE “FERRARY” 3C PAIR 

THE FINEST EXAMPLE OF THE LARGEST 3C OVERPRINTED MULTIPLE 

Mexico District 3c brown, consignment 48-1866, a remarkable pair exhibiting two slightly overlapping designs in 

centre as a result of a misplaced cliché, margins ranging from clear to ample and displaying a great freshness.  

The finest of just three pairs recorded, this multiple representing the largest recorded for this stamp, with this 

example being unique showing all margins complete. 

 

mailto:info@davidfeldman.com


“EL ABRAZO DE ACATEMPAN” 

The rarest Stamp of Mexican Philately  

A GREAT GEM OF THE INVERTED CENTERS OF THE WORLD 

Undoubtedly considered as the most important stamp of Mexican philately, with only two examples recorded, this 

being the finer. The other example known possesses a duplex cancellation which is believed to have been applied 

in Guadalajara, and which was struck covering a large place of the center inverted. Illustrated in the 

“Encyclopedia of Rare and Famous Stamps” by L. N. Williams (published by David Feldman, Geneva, in 1993), 

as the only stamp representing Mexico in this highly renownedencyclopaedia . A true world rarity. 

 

THE MOST IMPORTANT ITEM OF MEXICAN PHILATELY 

This 3c is one of the scarcest values of classic Mexico, and the rarest and most prestigious stamp on cover in 

Mexican philately, this being unique as stated to be genuine with full confidence. Together with the “Abrazo de 

Acatempan”, also offered in this sale, both can be considered as the most important items of Mexican philately. 

 

THE LARGEST 2 REALES USED MULTIPLE KNOWN 

The largest used multiple known of this value, as well as the largest franking recorded. An exhibition item of great 

visual impact. 

 

 

 



Queen's beloved £100m hobby that King Charles has 

inherited but will not continue 

King Charles is said to not have shared the same passion as his late mother who enjoyed an expensive royal hobby 

that had been passed down through the generations. 

By Rebecca RussellRoyal Reporter Nicola CroalSEO Writer   09:12, 21 OCT 2023 

 

It's well known that the Royal Family have some very expensive pastimes from polo and carriage driving to 

grouse hunting. Despite being one among one of the most privileged families in the world, the royals still enjoy 

normal hobbies too and it seems that stamp collecting has proved to be a solid favourite for many members of the 

Firm over the years. 

 

As ordinary as this therapeutic activity may sound, in true royal fashion the family's stamp collection is valued at a 

whopping £100m, OK! reports. 

 

While the late Queen and many of her ancestors, stretching all the way back to Queen Victoria's reign, all shared a 

similar interest in the past time, the same cannot be said for King Charles who prefers to spend his free time 

painting or gardening. 

 

The former monarch was the fifth royal to add to the world famous Royal Philatelic Collection, following on from 

its inauguration by Queen Victoria's son, Prince Alfred in 1864. The Royal Philatelic Collection is the world's 

finest and most comprehensive collection of British and Commonwealth stamps. 

 

Prince Alfred sold his collection to his brother, the future King Edward VII who in turn gave it to his son, King 

George V. It was subsequently passed down to King George VI and finally Queen Elizabeth herself. 

 

Stamps first came into circulation on May 6 1840 during the early reign of Queen Victoria when it cost just one 

penny to send a letter which weighed under half an ounce. Of all the royal custodians, King George V was very 

dedicated to maintaining and growing the collection. 

 

While he was still the Duke of York, the prince was made the honorary Vice President of what would go on to 

become the Royal Philatelic Society of London in 1893. King George V's dedication to his beloved hobby had no 

limits and he even set the record for the highest price ever paid for a stamp. 

 

A courtier asked the-then prince in 1904 if he had seen "that some damned fool had paid as much as £1,450 for a 

single stamp" to which George replied: “Yes, I am that damned fool.” 

 

The thrill of stamp collecting was on passed from grandfather to his granddaughter, Queen Elizabeth who referred 

to King George V ‘Grandpa England’. The late monarch inherited her grandfather's 328 albums of stamps. 

 

Speaking before the late Queen's death in September last year, royal expert Phil Dampier said: “The Queen loves 

showing her stamp collection to visitors, say heads of state who stay at Buckingham Palace. "It is one of her pride 

and joys, not only because she owns some of the world’s most valuable stamps, but also because she has built on a 

family treasure and feels she has done her father and previous monarchs who owned it proud.”  

 

The former monarch added several impressive additions to the collection but her passion has not been shared by 

her eldest son, King Charles. The King focuses his attention on painting and at the start of 2022, he saw 79 of his 

watercolours exhibited at The Garrison Chapel in Chelsea. The-then Prince of Wales spoke of his hobby on a 

display panel as he said that painting "refreshes parts of the soul which other activities can’t reach". 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  

This may be the end of an era unless Prince William takes up the mantle. We will see. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/authors/nicola-croal/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/entertainment/celebrity/kate-middleton-peacemaker-during-terrible-31169369
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/entertainment/celebrity/royal-familys-oldest-living-member-31153262
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/entertainment/celebrity/prince-harry-meghan-jealous-over-31203138
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/entertainment/celebrity/prince-harry-meghan-jealous-over-31203138
https://www.ok.co.uk/royal/queen-elizabeth-king-charles-stamps-31152761
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ARE YOU LOOKING TO SELL A COLLECTION? 
 

Northampton Stamp Co LLC run by Steven Nagy is 

looking to buy collections that 1940’s and prior. 

 

Steven is the son of Julie Nagy who was a dealer at the 

Reading SCC Show for many years. 

 

Give him a call on 774 238 8954 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

November 5th is Guy Fawkes Night when England traditionally has 

fireworks as mentioned in the article above. Being English, it is fitting 

that this article is my final contribution to the OVERPRINT. 

 

 

GOING OUT WITH A BANG! 


