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History of T. Kensett & Co., the Early Years

A ThomasKensett (17861829, an Englishmanborn in Hampton Court, was an
engravemwho emigratedo Americaandsettledin New Haven,CT before1806 He
begancanningfood in New York City in ~181Q His sonandnamesaka&vasone of
thefirst to processi Fr EavdiOy s t ia Badtimorebeginningin 1849 i Co v e ¢
refersto CoveSt, alanein Baltimorewhereseverabysterhousesverelocated

Kensett Family & fAVes

A'In 1813 ThomasKensettmarriedElizabethA. Daggett,
asisterof engraveAlfred Daggett(17991872.

A'In 1814 ThomasKensettll (18141887, their first child
wasbornin CheshireCT.

AIn 1819 Thom KensettSr. went into partnershipwith
his fatherin-law Ezra Daggettin New York City where
they processedsalmon, lobsters and oystersin glass
containergexpensive& proneto breakage)

AIn 1825 Kensett& Daggettwereawardeda U.S. Patent
for preservingoodin "vesself tin"

AIn 1825 EzraDaggettretired and KensettSr. continued
thebusinesantil his deathin 1829

Tin of Fresh Cove Oysters, Packed by T. Kensett

Reference W. H. WaggXKeears,etit 6 s0 RERenAAme St aanp Revenuer,
Volume 40, Number 5, Whole Number 385, pp-198.
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T. Kensett & Co. Prospers in Baltimore, MD

A In 1849 ThomasKensettll partneredwith his brotherin-law Mr. Ira
B. Wheeler and expandedthe NYC companyto Baltimore, MD
which affordedfar greaterfacilities for procuringoystersandfruits.

A He establisheda canningplant on York St, nearLight St, on the
waterfrontandasthe businesgrosperedbuilt two factories,onefor
packing fruits and the other for manufacturingthe tin canistersor
i ¢ a fordh@irexpandingi h e r med e & laystdr&y fruit trade

A Before the Civil War, the companyprocessedarge quantities of
oystersfruit (peaches)andvegetablegcorn,greenpeastomatoes)

A In 1857 Wheelerdiedand Thomasranthe businessloneuntil 1864
thenhissonThomasH. Kensett& nephewH.N. Vail took control

Thomas Kensett Il (Getty Image)

|THOMAS KENSETT. 7 m:wswmw
| THOMAS KENSETT & CO.
Manufacturers of all kinds of

Stamped, Plain 2nd Fapaned

TIN WARE,

And Dealer in HERMETICALLY SEALED
OYSTERS, FRUITS &c.,

| WESTFALLSAVENUE,
BALLTIWORE,

Kensett & Co. Ad, ca. 1850

Imperial Brand, Fresh Cove Oysters Can Label, T. Kensett & Co. Kensett Packers Token ca. 1865

Reference W. H. Wagg&XKreeanrs,etft 6s0O RERenAme St aanp Revenuer,

Volume 40, Number 5, Whole Number 385, pp-19). Charles J. DiComo, PhD | charlesdicomo@gmail.c
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Baltimore, Maryland and the Chesapeake Bay
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Delaware & Maryland Map, from Colton Atlas of the World, 1856.

1860 Map of Inner Harbor, Baltimore
Kensett Factory, York & Light Streets

Oyster Houses, Crisfield, MD,
(Lake, Griffing & Stevenson, 1877)
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Thos. Kensett & Co. Oysters & Fruit Packers

Oyster Shucking
Knife, Crisfield,
MD, early1900s

Baltimore Packinghouse, March 18F2ar per 6 s Weekl y
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Fresh Cove Oysters: Hermetically Sealed & Crated

Crate of Fresh Cove Oysters and Tin Cans, illustrat8ddasure in a Cornfieldby
Greg Hawley on the discovery and excavation of the steamvahbta, sunk in the
Missouri River in 1856. Kansas City: Paddle Wheel Publishing, 2005.

THOMAS KENSETT. IRA 3. WERKLER

THOMAS KENSETT & CO.

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KISDS OF
BTAMPED, PLAIN AND JAPANNED

PIN WARE,

HERMETICALLY SEALED OYSTERS, FRUITS, &
WEST PALLS AVERUE, BALTIMORE.

k) &

Thomas Kensett & Co advertisemen tKensgtiMf’chgh r’r&ﬂ@p?@rgt%s of unlabeled oysters
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Prior to theCanned Fruit Stamp being Issued, Kensett & Co. use
First Issue R3c 1¢ Red Proprietary ReveStamps for 3 months

¢
ProvisionalCannedrruit
Stamp, R3c surcharged
in black, Type I: three
horizontal lines reading
across, Roman type,
dated
Careof Mike Morrissey
4"’ oy
. . i Pon. frclelif
Horizontal pair of 1¢ Red Aondive I
2% g - : Proprietary stamp R3c, Yt
{' \ ‘\ ‘*ﬁ“ \q a‘ : p H y p v/ 7 s "!.“:-‘
. used improperly as YL+ L wodhs ppelosan s
o _ : documentary revenue "’.’,L'“l f,,ﬂ e
ProvisionalCannedFruit stamps,cancelledby black :‘:zwj\‘/“'v"‘ b o _ew (./z
ol Aanfs TErrin

'1‘ Kensett& Go.

i

X Balttmore. 5

Stamp, R3c surcharged
in black, Type II: two
vertical lines readingup,
Romantype, undated

Careof Mike Morrissey

dc i T HOKENSETT &
CO Baltimore DEC 30
1867 handstamp(#5148

Careof DanHarding
www.revenuecollectorcom
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The ShorLived T. Kenseti& Co. Canned Fruit Stamp

Thetax on cannedgoodsbeganOct 1, 1866fFor eachcan, bottle, or other packagefor eachtwo poundsweightor fraction thereof,one centd
Kensettwasthe only cannedtruit proprietorto issuea stampin Jan 1867. On Mar. 1, 1867, meatssheltfish, fruits andvegetable®ecamexempt

#RPla: 1¢ Green Die ApprovedDec 4, 1866 First IssuedJan 3, 1867, 210 stampsper sheet Last IssuedMar. 7, 1867. Total No. Issued
528000 old paper Design Largebasketof fruit with more on shadedground,with colorlessrectangle archedtop, borderedby doublelined
framewith ornamentatorners At top i TKENSETT & C°. BALTIMORE, M9.0 belowii O NEENT.0 surroundingbasketanarchedri LS.
INTER. REV. PROPRIETARY0 andin upperleft andright cornersa colorlessnumeralof valuefilo.

Reference AmiHistorical Reference List of the Revenue Stamps of the United States
G.L. Toppan, H.FDeats A. Holland, Boston Philatelic Society, Boston, Mass., 1899.
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TheUnique Trial Color ProoRP1TC1 in BlackPulled by Butler
& Carpenter, Die appr olverd. D3,

Backlit Image of RP1TC1
on India Paper, 65 x 54 mm

Proofsare exampleof the finisheddesignasultimately issuedthat are printed on fine papergIndia, Cardor Bond), but not on stamppaper The
proofscanbe madefrom the die or from a plate Both die andplate proofscanbe madein the color(s)of theissuedstampor in a rangeof unissued
or trial colors Match & Medicinedie proofsexistin a variety of sizes Originally, die proofswere printedon a card backingdueto fragility of
India paper Theimmensepressuref the proofing presscausechnareaknownasfi d sirkkag® andthe pressurecausedhe dampenedndia paper
to bondto the cardbackingwithout the useof adhesivesButler & Carpenteiheldthe contractto produceprivatedie proprietaryissuesrom 1862
to 1875 hencetheyengraveda majority of the dies Theycanbeidentifiedwhenthe India paperextendseyondthe die sinkageareaandthereare

no die numbersor imprintsonthepaper
Reference iC o | | e dandbaokfas Private Die Proprietary Proofs and Censusof the Morton Dean JoyceCollection of Theselssues by

RichardFriedberg Seepagel6 for RP1LP1 (green 4 known 1 BEP, 3 unknown))andRP1TCL1 (black,1 from B&C, 2 from BEP, 1 unknown)
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TheUniquelLarge Die ProoRP1P1 in Greertage 3, oiindia
Probably pulled by Butler &arpenter

il
Backlit RP1P1

Reverse RP1P1

Scr at c h foiegroundTfaund&n both the Trial Color & Large Die Proof

Charles J. DiComo, PhD | charlesdicomo@gmail.c



RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRw

#RP1a: Backlit, highlightin@Condition& StampPaperTexture

O TR e

Collection of Charles J. DiComo, PhD 2@23

Choice stamp, extra fine appearance and
centering four margins,deeprich color, complete
perforations 20+ of the 27+ examplegecordedn
Aldrich 1994 censusare faulty, many profoundly
SO (tears, thins, repairs) and a number also
showingrust stainsfrom the fruit cans This copy
has no flaws, no thins, no tears, and an
inconsequentialustspotaboveii Ciai CENT S 0
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Revisiting the Census of Known Copies of #RP1la

A The KensettCannedFruit stamphasbeenone
of the more popular U.S. Private Die
ProprietaryRevenuestampsdueto its design,
limited quantity issued (5280000 and its
narrow useover a two month periodin early
1867 beforethe tax on meats,shellfish, fruits

andvegetablesvasrepealebnMar. 1, 1867, A census
United States

AIn 1997 Michael E. Aldrich published his e
seminal work entitled fA Censusof United

States Match and Medicine Stampse which
built upon earlier censusesdrom 1934 and
1987, referredto asthe 1994 Aldrich Match
andMedicineCensus

Reference Aldrich, Michael E. A Census of United States Match
and Medicine Stampgldrich Publishing, Saint Paul, MN, 1997.
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Revisiting the Census, cC(

A This 1994 Censusconsistsof 227 items with a full populationof
4,630privatedie proprietarystamps
[ At that time, only 27 known copies of #RPla were available to
collectorswhere20+ existvery faulty.
A Quality is usually quite poorin thatRPla owereusedon steelcans
of cannedtruit, oftentorn off; exhibitingtears thinsandruststains

A My recentdiscoveryand acquisitionof the choice copy sharedin
this presentatiompromptedme to revisit the 1994 Censusand to
attempt to locate digital images of all documentedspecimens
availableto collectorsand/orin collections

A Forthe 2023Census| havethusfar identified 43 copies

[ What follows are the bestrepresentativaligital imagesl| could obtain
from the internetand colleaguesTowardstheendisan CadAc t | or
If youwould like to assist

Reference Aldrich, Michael E. A Census of United States Match
and Medicine Stampgldrich Publishing, Saint Paul, MN, 1997.
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Montage of Best Representative Digital Images

1-6
7-12

NOTE: It is worth
mentioningthatthis montage

13-18 puts a "face" on the phrase
"most are faulty”, so often
attachedo manyPrivateDie

19-24 ProprietaryRevenuestamps
In effect, most of the 43
copies illustrated are faulty

25-30 to someextent,less#43, the
mostrecentdiscovery

31-36

37-42

43-¢é
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Best Representative Digital Image$ 1

20031008 Siegel S865 L2148 $425
Jackson 074211, Aldrich 20221201 Goodhart

v
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20060627 Siegel Sale 915 Lot 3621 $800 20110922 Bennett Sale 338 12125 $ 20120203 HarmeBchau Sale 92 Lot 1522 $575
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Best Representative Digital Imagéd.2

20121128 Feldman Sale xxx Lot 2244 20131119 Siegel Sale 1061 Lot 4373 $1k, 20191120
$1.5k & PFC 501987 Siegel Sale 1212 lot 455 $1.1k & PFC 516745
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20161129 Kelleher Sale 695 Lot 4391 $500 20170628 Siegel Sale 1160 Lot 889 $1.6k 20190518 Aldrich Sale 97 Lot 935,
20181103 Aldrich Sale 95 Lot 1112, Jackson 038241

Charles J. DiComo, PhD | charlesdicomo@gmail.c



R

Best Representative Digital Images 13

20190518 Aldrich Sale 97 Lot 936, 20190723 Siegel Sale1206Lot826$1.6k 20121003 20200529 Siegel Sale 1222 Lot 2169 $550
20140324 Siegel Sale 1067 Lot 712 $375 Sale1030Lot590%$1.5k 20080201 HeritagelLot646

20071019BennettSale32 Lot646

‘

N

20220101 Hohertz RDHINSTL.com Website

20211101 Bush, Alan Hip Stamp $1.975k .
20220415 Aldrich Sale 107 Lot 940 $1250 20211120 Aldrich Sale 106 Lot 946 $
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Best Representative Digital Images44

20220101 Jackson INZ17723 $2.75k & 20220101 Jackson INZ77250 $2.5k
20150630 Kelleher Sale 670 Lot 316 $1.1k

20220101 PFC 296213 20220101 PFC 296214 20220101 PFC 296215
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Best Representative Digital Images 30

20220101 PFC 458261

20220105 Jackson INZ65341 20220106 Anonymou 20220106 personal com
personal comr
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Best Representative Digital Images36

20220127 Jackson ING38651

L v v

20220127 Jackson INY17868 20220107 Jackson INY18292 20220107 Jackson IN¥97863 & 20121024
RumseyBulkley Sale48Lot230 $1400
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Best Representative Digital Imagés4 2 é

20220127 Jackson IN¥Z77251 20220331 Friedberg, Richard $2.5kJB 20220815 Schaefer, Todithay$2500

20220817 Rumsey S103 L1156 $1350 20221211 RPX& Friedburg $2200 20230320 RP1&B Aldrich 20221201
S108 L1018 $207
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