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PO-approved Air Mail Envelope with distinctive design 

Introduction of 5c unified rate ς August 1, 1928 

aŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ά±ƛŀ CƛǊǎǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ !ƛǊ aŀƛƭέ 
First Test Flight ς August 1923 

Regular service began July 1, 1924 
8c paid service via one zone (Chicago to New York) 

Pre-1929 Air Mail Envelopes 



Post Office approved Air Mail Envelopes) ς distributed Summer 1928 
(anticipating 5c Air Mail rate effective August 1, 1928) 



1928 Die Proof on Watermarked Paper 

Monoplane Circular Die design introduced 1929 
 
Designed by Shaw & Marchant Co, Dayton, Ohio 
 
Engraved at US Mint, Philadelphia 
 
 
1929 watermark 
 
 
All envelopes would be printed by  
International Envelope Corp, Dayton, Ohio 
 
Same design used for all air mail envelope issues until 
1946, except for emergency issuance of overprinted 
regular stamped envelopes to meet wartime demand. 



1928 Die Proof on Bond Paper 

tǊƻƻŦ άtǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ tƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭέ 
Signed by Harry S. New, Postmaster General 
 
Harry New - Postmaster General (1923-29) 



1928 Die Proof (Entire Envelope with 5c Die centered) 

Å White paper required 
 

Å Different sized envelopes 
 

Å Knife Patterns 
 

Å Borders 
 

Å Watermarks 
 
 



Watermarks 

USPS Double-Line Watermark (sheet of 100 stamps) 1929 Watermark (used for stamped envelopes) 

Following watermarks can be found on 5c air mail envelopes 



Sizes/Borders 

Size 23 (104x241mm) 

Size 13 (94x171mm) 

Size 10 (89x160mm) 

5c Envelopes (Size 13) first issued January 12, 1929. 
Two other sizes (10 and 23) issued later that month. 

 
From 8c issue of 1932, Size 10 envelopes discontinued, 

only Sizes 13 and 23 produced. 
 

First issue envelopes issued with 5 different types of 
border, reflecting experimentation in balancing 

visibility with economical use of red and blue inks. 
Eventually Border Types 2 and 4 were adopted as 

standard for Envelope Sizes 13 and 23. 

Border Type 2 

Border Type 4 

5c Envelope Varieties 
 

2 5c Dies 
7 Watermarks 

3 Envelope Sizes 
5 Border Types 

 
39 collectible varieties 

 



Air Mail Rate Changes ς New 8c Envelopes (1932-34) 

Rate increase ς  July 6, 1932-June 30, 1934 
8c first oz, 13c each additional oz 

 
New Master & Hub Dies created by drilling 
ƻǳǘ ƴǳƳŜǊŀƭ ΨрΩ ƻƴ aŀǎǘŜǊ 5ƛŜ ϧ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƴƎǊŀǾŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊŀƭ ΨуΩΦ 

All working dies created from same hub 
- no die varieties 

 
New 8c envelopes not ready for distribution 

until September 26, 1932 

Kitty Hawk NC  November 19, 1932 
 
Dedication of Wright Brothers National Memorial 
Kill Devil Hills 



Rate reduction ς  July 1, 1934ςMarch 25, 1944 
6c per oz 

 
bǳƳŜǊŀƭ ΨсΩ Ŏǳǘ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŀōƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

+ New die cut in 1942 & recut in 1944 

Air Mail Rate Changes ς New 6c Envelopes(1934-44) 



6c Orange on Blue ς No Border, Error of Paper Color 

1941 Watermark ς envelope printed late 1944  
(after temporary elimination of borders to meet wartime demand) 

 
нлмо tΦCΦ /ŜǊǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ άǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭ ŎǊŜŀǎŜǎέ 
which previous owner jokingly answers occurred by 
άǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀǊ Ǉŀƴǘǎ ǇƻŎƪŜǘέ 

while riding his bicycle home after purchasing it for 7c. 



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (1) 
2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisco CA ς 1932 and 1935 ς same sender and recipient 



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (2) 
2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisco CA ς 1932 and 1935 ς same sender and recipient 

Die 2 ς Scott C/V Cut Square $5 

Die 1 ς Scott C/V Cut Square - $2 



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (3) 
2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisco CA ς 1932 and 1935 ς same sender and recipient 

Die 2 ς Scott C/V Cut Square $5 
 
Entire Envelope ς Scott C/V $6.50 

Die 1 ς Scott C/V Cut Square - $2 
 
Entire Envelope ς Scott C/V  $750 



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (4) 
2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisco CA ς 1932 and 1935 ς same sender and recipient 

1929 watermark used 1929-32 
 

5c rate effective August 1, 1928 ς July 5, 1932 

1933 watermark used 1933-36 
 

No 5c rate after July 5, 1932 



Trans-Pacific Mail ς 1935 Survey Flights 

Survey Flight to & from Hawaii  
 
San Francisco to Honolulu  ς 2,210 miles (April 16-17) 
Honolulu to San Francisco  ς 2,095 miles (April 23-24) 
 
Cachets provided by Pan Am 

Survey Flight to & from Guam 
via Hawaii ς Midway - Wake  
 
Westbound (October 5-13) 
Eastbound (October 16-24) 
 
Official Flight Cachets approved by Post Office 



Around the World ς via Dutch East Indies 

Pontianak, Borneo to Easton PA April 10, 1937 
Air Mail ς Dutch East Indies to Hong Kong, 
connecting with First Flight 
Hong Kong ς San Francisco  (April 29 ς May 4) 
 

Los Gatos, CA to Soerabaja, Java, Dutch East Indies 
November 15, 1937 
 
29c air mail rate (via KLM from Amsterdam) 
+ 8c US air mail surcharge 
 
Backstamped Soerabaja ς December 2, 1937 



Crossing the Atlantic - Air Mail to Germany 1929-1941 (1) 

Chicago to Weimar 
February 13, 1929 
 
5c UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) + 
4c US airmail surcharge (1c overpaid) 

Los Angeles to Berlin 
July 13, 1929 
 
5c UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) + 
4c US airmail surcharge + 
4c surcharge for Paris-Berlin airmail service 



Air Mail to Germany 1929-1941 (2) 

New York to Berlin 
November 21, 1934 
 
5c UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) + 
3c surcharge for London-Berlin airmail service 
(Mailed in NY, so no US airmail surcharge) 

Brooklyn to Berlin 
August 24, 1934 
 
5c UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) + 
25c surcharge for catapult service via SS Bremen, 
Including auto/air service (UK to Germany) 



Air Mail to Germany 1929-1941 (3) 

New York to Wesermunde 
May 11, 1936 
1st Hindenburg North American Flight 
 
40c inclusive rate for dispatch by airship 
& delivery in Germany 

Los Angeles to Berlin 
August 1, 1939 
ά.ȅ !ƛǊ ƛƴ ¦{! ǘƻ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜέ 
 
5c UPU surface letter rate + 
3c US airmail surcharge 



Air Mail to Germany 1929-1941 (4) 

New York to Stuttgart 
December 17, 1940 
 
30c trans-Atlantic rate covered airmail service from 
anywhere in continental US to any point in Europe 
 
PanAm flight to Lisbon, connection with  
Lufthansa flight to Stuttgart 
 
 

East Lansing MI to Markt Eisenstein, Germany 
December 8, 1941 
 
ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ {ǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘΣ wŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ŜƴŘŜǊέ 
Examined by US Censor ς 
Processed New York, April 5, 1942 



World War II ς 6c Concessionary Rate for Overseas Military Personnel 


