Collecting US Air Mail Stamped Envelopes
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Pre1929 Air Mail Envelopes
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First Test Flight August 1923
Regular service began July 1, 1924
8c paid service via one zone (Chicago to New York)

After 6 davs, retyrn 4o Via First Transcontinental —ers.
B. L. VOORHEES, A HE4T, L §

25 N. Dearborn St., B o
CHICAGO, ILL.
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VIA
AIR MAIL

Envelopes of this
designapproved by e
P. O. D. for exclu- ialSall,
sive use in Air Mail

POapproved Air Mail Envelope with distinctive desig
Introduction of 5c¢ unified rate August 1, 1928




Post Office approved Air Malil Envelopgedistributed Summer 1928
(anticipating 5c¢ Air Mall rate effective August 1, 1928)

§POSTAGE
10¢ for Yooz.

AFTER 5 DAYS, RETURN

Effective
August 1, 1928
Sc for loz.

AIR MAIL

(each addi-
tional oz. 10c)

AIR MAIL OR REGULAR
STAMPS MAY BE U

=
ENVELOPES VIA AIR MAIL

AND
POST CARDS

Contents:
6 ENVELOPES
3 POST CARDS
1 AIR MAIL MAP
1 INFORMATION BOOKLET




1928 Die Proof on Watermarked Paper

Monoplane Circular Die design introduced 1929
Designed by Shaw & Marchant Co, Dayton, Ohio

Engraved at US Mint, Philadelphia

1929 watermark '@

All envelopes would be printed by
International Envelope Corp, Dayton, Ohio

Same design used for all air mail envelope issues until
1946, except for emergency issuance of overprinted
regular stamped envelopes to meet wartime demand.




1928 Die Proof on Bond Paper

t N22F Gt NAYGSR FT2NJ AyalLlS
Signed by Harry S. New, Postmaster General

Harry New Postmaster General (19229)




A White paper required

- A Different sized envelopes

A Knife Patterns

e : : . A Borders

A Watermarks




USPS Doubleine Watermark (sheet of 100 stamps) 1929 Watermark (used for stamped envelopes)
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Following watermarks can be found on 5c air mail envelopes
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Sizes/Borders

Size 10 (89x160mm)

,’ll:’lli 5c Envelopes (Size 13) first issued January 12, 1929.

Two other sizes (10 and 23) issued later that month.

From 8c issue of 1932, Size 10 envelopes discontinued,
only Sizes 13 and 23 produced.

Size 13 (94x171mm) First issue envelopes issued with 5 different types of
A L& & L& & & ’ y 4 border, reflecting experimentation in balancing
visibility with economical use of red and blue inks.
Eventually Border Types 2 and 4 were adopted as
standard for Envelope Sizes 13 and 23.

Size 23 (104x241mm)

& & & & & F &z ’ I V & & & 5¢ Envelope Varieties

Border Type 2

Border Type 4
! 2 5¢ Dies
7 Watermarks
h 3 Envelope Sizes

" B Y 4 :/4 5 Border Types

39 collectible varieties
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Air Mail Rate ChangedNew 8c Envelopes (1932)

Rate increase July 6, 1932une 30, 1934
8c first oz, 13c each additional oz

New Master & Hub Dies created by drilling
2dzii YydzYSNI &t WpQ 2V
GAOK ySgfte SyaN g
All working dies created from same hub
- no die varieties

o

New 8c envelopes not ready for distribution
until September 26, 1932

Kitty Hawk NC ~ November 19, 1932

Dedication of Wright Brothers National Memorial
Kill Devil Hills



Air Mail Rate ChangedNew 6¢ Envelopes(1934l)

@he Aerial League of Amerira

280 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y.

* 21st BIRTHDAY OF PERMANENT Al

NEW YORK - PHILADELPHIA - WASHINGTON ~ - I@"r
1918 - AUGUST 12th - 1939
Y

3
, NEW YORK, ,//-gr‘%‘

7

Aerial League of America
c/o Postmaster
Washington, D.C.

SPONSORED BY

The Aerial League of America
oy ‘The Historic Arts Assoclation
The Historic Celebrations Association
The Third National Arts Conference
The Fourth Congress of American Poets

Rate reductiorg July 1, 193¢dMarch 25, 1944
6C per oz

bdzYSN} f WcQ Odzi 06é& KIFIYR AyG2z2z StS@Sy aSLI N¥ G
+ New die cut in 1942 & recut in 1944



6¢ Orange on BlueNo Border, Error of Paper Color

1941 Watermarlc envelope printed late 1944
(after temporary elimination of borders to meet wartime demand)

HAMO t®CPH / SNI YSyilAz2zya dazysS tA3IKG O
which previous owner jokingly answers occurred by

GLHzOOAY3I GKS AO0SY AYy KAA NBIFN LI yda
while riding his bicycle home after purchasing it for 7c.



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (1)

2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisc@93® and 1935 same sender and recipient
————————————————————————————

'

After 5 days, return to
MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. 0. Box 1237,

SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO.

CROWN WILLAMETTE PAPER CO.

343 Sansome Street,

San Francisco, CALIFORITIA.

. MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. O. 1287,
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO.

Box

Crown Willamette Paper Co.
343 Sansome Ste
San Franclsco, Cal.



Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (2)

2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisc@93® and 1935 same sender and recipient

After 5 days, return to
MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. 0. Box 1237,

SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO.

Die 2¢ Scott C/V Cut Squarsé5

CROWN WILLAMETTE PAPER CO.

343 Sansome Street,

San Francisco, CALIFORITIA.

. MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. O. 1287,
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO.

Box

Crown Willamette Paper Co.
343 Sansome Ste
San Francilsco, !

Die 1¢ Scott C/V Cut Squares2




Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (3)

2 covers mailed from San Juan PR to San Francisc@93® and 1935 same sender and recipient
= T *;?M e —

After 5 days, return to
MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. 0. Box 1237,

SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO.

Die 2¢ Scott C/V Cut Squarsé5

Entire Envelope Scott C/V $6.50

CROWN WILLAMETTE PAPER CO.

343 Sansome Street,

San Francisco, CALIFORITIA.

. MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. O. 1287,
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO.

Box

Crown Willamette Paper Co.
343 Sansome St
San Francilsco, !

Die 1¢ Scott C/V Cut Squares?2

Entire Envelope Scott C/V $750




Cut Squares vs. Entire Envelopes (4)

After 5 days, return to
MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. 0. Box 1237,

SAN JUAN, PORTO RICO.

1929 watermark used 19282

5c rate effective August 1, 1928July 5, 1932

CROWN WILLAMETTE PAPER CO.

343 Sansome Street,

3an Francisco, M

MENDEZ & COMPANIA,
P. 0. 1287,
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO.

Box

"Ae
oY

Crown Willamette Paper Co.
343 Sansome St

San Francilsco, Cal.

1933 watermark used 19336

No 5c rate after July 5, 1932



TransPacific Maig 1935 Survey Flights

Survey Flight to & from Hawaii

,-/LZ-~;us‘Tu/’le;‘“¢7€ JL«&/
BONOLULU, &, 1., u.!s. i 7

FIRST FLIGHT

Cachets provided by Pan Am DG U o s - =

T

San Francisco to Honoluly2,210 miles (April 1:87)
Honolulu to San Francisap2,095 miles (April 224)

Survey Flight to & from Guam
via Hawai Midway - Wake

Westbound (October-3)
Eastbound (October 184)

Mrs. Flla Grooch
3760 - 7th Street.

San Diego, California

VIA SAN FRANCISCO AND GUAM

F L\I, H T ..’-r:.l‘:vSPAC/F/C" o ""%
,,-""'WIESTBOUNI.).‘.'
¢ BEUAM

PAN AMERICAN CLIPPER

s 1P Ri\

Official Flight Cachets approved by Post Office

. f“j
;'PANQ{%,??) AMERICAN CLIPPER |




Around the World; via Dutch East Indies

Pontianak, Borneo to Easton PA  April 10, 1937
Air Mail¢ Dutch East Indies to Hong Kong,
connecting with First Flight

Hong Kong, San Francisco (April 29¢ May 4)
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Los Gatos, CA ®oerabajaJava, Dutch East Indies]|
November 15, 1937

, l,i' f&w “8 d @“‘i‘
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e /{Q;(/QAJ 7&/14 / .02,

29c air mail rate (via KLM from Amsterdam)
+ 8¢ US air mail surcharge

Backstamped®oerabaja December 2, 1937




Crossing the AtlanticAir Mail to Germany 1929941 (1)

Chicago to Weimar
February 13, 1929

Dr. Alex Lewin,
Morrison Hotel,
Chicago, Ill.

T ~
Jt Je e

5¢ UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) +
4c US airmail surcharge (1c overpaid)

Bernhardistrasse 22,
WEIMAR, GERMANY.

Los Angeles to Berlin
July 13, 1929

5¢ UPU surface letter rate (USA to German
4c US airmail surcharge +
4c surcharge for ParBerlin airmail service



Air Mail to Germany 1929941 (2)

New York to Berlin
November 21, 1934

"Via Air Mail from

fM-\- A A \&*Van
 Par Avion

: g Air lml

lronu nu 4

5¢ UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) +
3c surcharge for LondeBerlin airmail service
(Mailed in NY, so no US airmail surcharge)

Herrn Rudolf Danke,

Berlin - Charlottenburg

Airp;ané“ﬁhlg -to-Shore
¥ia. 5.5. Dremen
. % va-{)llxﬂr BE

Germeny Xoenigin Luisestrasse

Brooklyn to Berlin GO\ | scPrelschErue | ' (@ AUty
& -z 3o'x!; - HC0AM
August 24, 1934 S\ | =5 2 .
| i B {%mﬁi RS ; George Hildebrand ', . %
' - | W\ T | ¢/0 N. Kaufmann A0

‘ Al ; v
5¢ UPU surface letter rate (USA to Germany) el %zrlﬁflzc;ifé?f;e
25c¢ surcharge for catapult service 88 Breme

Including auto/air service (UK to Germany) o e



Air Mail to Germany 1929941 (3)

—————— 1 New York tdNesermunde
May 11, 1936
1st HindenburgNorth American Flight

40c inclusive rate for dispatch by airship
& delivery in Germany

........ 2. J4.¢.. Las..Palmas.......
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA.

Ue Do A

Director ¥, Lange
Nollendorf Theater
Nollendorf >latz

Berlin, Germany

Los Angeles to Berlin
August 1, 1939
a.e !P'AN Ay | {!
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5¢ UPU surface letter rate +
3c US airmail surcharge



Air Mall to Germany 1929941 (4)

New York to Stuttgart
December 17, 1940

& :
T erman

Yo i, il

30c transAtlantic rate covered airmail service from
anywhere in continental US to any point in Europe

PanAnflight to Lisbon, connection with
Lufthansa flight to Stuttgart

East Lansing MI telarkt Eisenstein, Germany
December 8, 1941

G{ SNWAOS { dzaLISYRSRZ
Examined by US Censpr
Processed New York, April 5, 1942



World War Ik 6¢c Concessionary Rate for Overseas Military Personnel




