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Paper Change of 1859

* Why was the stamp paper changed?

* What were the stamps/plates affected?
* When was the change effective?
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1857

* Trial of perforations on U.S. stamps




June 22, 1857

* From Samuel Carpenter

“. .. We had ordered previously 300,000 sheets of this paper of another party which
will be delivered in ample time for our wants and we are hence in no immediate
necessity for the article which you will manufacture for us. . . .




November 25, 1857

* From Samuel Carpenter

“Dear Sirs, Your favor of October 29, and November 20, with the box of 12,000
sheets of PS [postage stamp] paper, has been received. And we have it at last in our

power to inform you that this paper is entirely satisfactory and you can furnish the
balance of the order in the same style, . . .”
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January 14 of 1858

* Crane Correspondence:

“Dear Sirs, Invoice as follows: 124,588 sheets of stamp paper. ”




Paper Manufacturing

* Handmade vs Cylinder Machine:
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HAND-PAPER MAKING.

Hand Papermaking
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* Willcox Paper




Paper Grain Test

* Crane Paper:




July 18, 1858

* In June of 1858, to keep-up with ever-growing
demand, the stamp department moved to a
larger facility at 425 Chester Street.

» Crane Correspondence:

We would thank you to make for us 100,000 sheets of postage stamp paper.




Blind Perforations




Paper Comparison

* Crane vs Willcox”

Feature | | Crane  Willcox
|Shrinkage _ Horizontal  Very Little

Thickness Marrow Wide
|MisPerforation  Little Substantial
|Cost ~ Higher Lower




November 13, 1858

» Crane Correspondence:

“We are sorry to be compelled to state that the stamp paper furnished by you was
very unsatisfactory. . . . We are therefore being supplied by another party with a
perfect article at the same rate as that you furnished.”




November 26, 1858

* Crane Correspondence.:

“The article we are now using is an even texture and better adapted to our
purposes than that you furnished.”




June 7, 1859

* Travers' Papers Clipping:

"Recent investigations in
the affairs of the Post
Office lead to the belief
that the department . . .
loses one million of dollars
a year by the use of
counterfeit and rewashed
postage stamps."
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High vs Low Rag Paper

High Rag Paper

(Refiner)
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Jordan Refiner




High vs Low Rag Stamp Paper |

|Feature | Low Rag High Rag
:Ehrinkage Mone Moderate
|Cost Low High

|Ink Penetration Lower Higher
|Impression Gluality Fine Very Fine




Stamp Issues on High Rag Paper:

|lssues Paper

|One—ct. Plates 1L, 2, 4, 7, 8 Willcox
|One-ct. Plate 5 Crane
[Threects. Plates 4, 5,6, 7, 8 Willcox
|Three-cts. Plates 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17 | Crane/Willcox
|Five-cts. Plate 1 Willcox
|Ten-cts. Plate 1 Willcox
|Twelve-Cts. Plate 1 Willcox
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Stamp Issues on Low Rag Paper

lssues

:Dne-ct_ Plates 3, 10, 11, 14
{Three-cts. Plates 21 & on
|Fivects. Plate 2

Ten-cts. Plate 2

{Twelve-Cts. Plate 3
{Twenty Four-cts Plate 1
{Thirty-cts. Plate 1
{Minety-cts. Plate 1

Faper

Willcox
Willcox
Willcox
Willcox
Willcox
Willcox
Willcox
Willcox

ENU

September 18,
January 18.
May 4,

April 29,

June 1,

July 7,

July &,
September 11,

1859
18569
1860
1859
1860
1560
1860
1860
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