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Meetings held at Calvary Lutheran Church, 1009 Elizabeth Avenue 
 in Laureldale.  Elizabeth Avenue crosses Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township area.  Most meetings 

are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  See you there! 
 

Tuesday, May 2nd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

“A Visit To A First Day Ceremony” 

…presented by Don Barron 
 

    
 

On March 7th 2023, the USPS unveiled a forever stamp honoring the life and legacy  

of author Toni Morrison (1931-2019) in Princeton NJ. 

 

Come hear the story of the day. 
 

Show and Tell after Don’s Presentation;  

Bring any philatelic item relating to Authors and Books 

 
From Your E-Editor: 

As promised last month this edition has a more USA focus. I have been scouring the 

internet for interesting / unusual articles. Additionally, I am starting a new section on 

Topical Collecting. If you collect a topic and want to feature it, send me some information 

or send me topical subject you would like me to feature. I stumbled on an article on Stamps 

on Stamps and as that is what I collect it is the featured Topical in this Overprint. Enjoy, 

Mike 

 

 



T 

The man who bought Alaska 
William H Seward, who brokered the United States' purchase of Alaska, was involved in other 

pivotal events in US history, including the anti-slavery movement and an attempt on his life 

because of his links to President Abraham Lincoln. Chris West explores the pioneering statesman 

celebrated on this stamp. 

he coast of Alaska was 

colonised by Russian 

explorers in the 18th 

century. In 1821 Tsar 

Alexander formally 

claimed the coastline. However, it was 

never a very profitable colony. After 

the Crimean War drained the Russian 

exchequer, they began negotiations with 

the US to sell them the territory, fearing 

that otherwise it might fall into the 

hands of their enemies, the British. 

America had other matters on its 

mind at the time, as this was during 

the Civil War. Once that had ended, 

serious negotiations began. These ended 

with the US paying $7.2 million for the 

600,000 square miles of territory- that's 

around eight times the area of Great 

Britain. A seafront house with 2½ 

acres in the Alaskan town of Kodiak is 

currently on sale for around $4 million. 

At the time the deal was roundly 

criticized, the New York Tribune calling 

it an 'insensate folly'. 

The man who made the purchase 

happen is celebrated on this stamp. 

William H Seward trained as a 

lawyer in New York State. He was an 

outspoken opponent of slavery and 

offered sanctuary to runaway slaves 

as part of the 'underground railroad' 

system. In 1860, he contested the 

leadership of the then-new Republican 

Party with Abraham Lincoln. When 

the latter won, he wisely made Seward 

his Secretary of State (equivalent 

to our Foreign Secretary). During 

the Civil War, Seward's diplomacy 

helped keep foreign powers, angry at 

the sudden disappearance of cotton 

supplies, out of the conflict. 

Lincoln's assassination in 1865 is often 

portrayed as the act of a deranged loner, 

but it was actually part of a carefully-laid 

plot, which also included an attempt 

to kill Seward. Seward was unwell, and 

former Confederate spy Lewis Powell 

 
 

Courtesy of  

www.allaboutstamps.co.uk 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The 2c 'Seward' stamp 

was issued on 1 June 

1909, the opening 

day of the Alaska-

Yukon 

Pacific Exposition which 

was held in Seattle, 

Washington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
blagged his way into Seward's 

house by pretending to be 

delivering medicine. There, he 

was challenged by Seward's son, 

whom he fought off. He broke 

inro Seward's bedroom and 

stabbed him. Seward recovered, 

but his wife, overcome by the 

shock of the attack, died soon 

after. Powell escaped but was captured 

three days later when he turned up at 

the house of another conspirator, Mary 

Surratt, which was being watched by 

the police. He was tried by a military 

tribunal and hanged. 

Seward stayed on as Secretary of State 

and brokered the Alaska deal in 1867. 

He died in 1872. His last words were 

reputedly 'Love one another'. 

His purchase remained controversial 

until gold was discovered in the 

Klondike valley in 1896. News travelled 

slowly in those days, and it wasn't till 

1897 that the Gold Rush began. Of 

the around 100,000 'Klondikers' who 

descended on the area, only a handful 

(including dancer Kathleen Rockwell, 

a.k.a. Klondike Kate) became and 

stayed rich. The rush was immortalized 

in the novels of Jack London and the 

poems of Robert W Service (You know 

what it's like in the Yukon wild when it's 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sixty-nine below... from The Ballad of 

Blasphemous Bill. 

This stamp was produced in 

1909, to coincide with the Alaska 

Yukon Pacific Exposition in Seattle. 

Expositions were popular in the 

US at that time as showcases for 

local and national businesses and 

general celebrations of the march 

of technology. US commemorative 

stamps of the era consisted of a series 

of 'boosts' for these events. Th is Expo 

was designed to showcase Alaska. 

As part of the gold rush had been 

in Canada, Yukon was added to the 

name. Pacific was added even later, 

to stress potential trade with the Far 

East. Exhibits included a giant log 

cabin, a Japanese gateway, a room full 

of incubators with real babies in, and a 

memorial to Seward, the man who had 

made it all possible

http://www.allaboutstamps.co.uk/


Phonograph letters sent home after World War II 

U.S. Stamp Notes by John M. Hotchner from Linns 

 

In the U.S. Stamp Notes column in the July 12, 2021, issue of Linn’s, I presented a 1947 

mailed voice recording of a Marine stationed at Marine Corps Air Station El Toro in 

California. The envelope said it was “A Recordio message from a U.S. Marine.” 

Since then, I have found a few more examples of mailed phonograph records, each different 

from the original mailing.  

The earliest is the cover in Figure 1, “A recorded message from Your Man In The Service” 

sent “through courtesy of Pepsi-Cola,” mailed June 20, 1947. It’s from Don Waddell, a sailor 

aboard the USS Hector (AR-7), a repair vessel deployed in the western Pacific.  

The cover is franked with three 1946 5¢ DC-4 Skymaster airmail stamps (Scott C32). The 

15¢ in postage paid the domestic airmail rate for up to 3 ounces.  

A Marine wrote home by voice in 1947 

U.S. Stamp Notes by John M. Hotchner from Linns 

About 25 years ago, I deep-sixed my record player, which seemed to have been overtaken by 

newer technology. Record players and vinyl records are making a comeback, but I also gave 

away all my hundreds of folk music records back then, so I have not jumped on this 

bandwagon. 

And that is a long way of saying that I am not able to play the record shown here in Figure 1, 

together with the mailing envelope it was sent in almost 75 years ago in Figure 2. Indeed, I 

wonder if the record still reveals the messages that United States Marine Corps PFC Richard 

Wallingford in El Toro, Calif., sent to his parents in Everett, Wash., in May 1947? 

[Editor’s note: The Linn’s staff also was curious about what was on the recording. We 

listened to it, and a rough translation appears at the end of this column. A video recording of 

the record playing is found on Linn's YouTube channel here] 

https://www.linns.com/news/us-stamps-postal-history/a-marine-wrote-home-by-voice-in-1947
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izEWh_qfXgI


There may have been thousands, even tens of thousands, of such records produced by either 

the military or by private companies for soldiers, but the number surviving is very small. I 

have seen fewer than half a dozen in my collecting experience.  

This one came to me because of my interest in the 5¢ airmail stamps (Scott C32) on the 

mailer. The stamps are part of a series picturing large transport aircraft, a DC-4 Skymaster in 

this case.  

When I began to write for Linn’s Stamp News in 1977, I resolved to add a new collecting area 

each year to make sure I had new topics to write about, but also so that I would never run out 

of things to search for at dealer tables.  

About 10 years ago, Rob Haeseler (1941-2017), then an independent dealer but earlier my 

editor at Linn’s, offered me a starter collection of covers with the aforementioned 5¢ airmail 

stamp. The history embodied in this collection was fascinating.  

I have added a lot to it since and was almost ready to unveil an exhibit when we went into 

lockdown last year and my exhibiting projects were shelved. But I have continued to add 

covers, including this one from friend Joe Bock.  

Effective Oct. 1, 1946, the domestic airmail rate was reduced to 5¢ per ounce from 8¢. The 

5¢ rate was in effect only until Dec. 31, 1948, when the rate went to 6¢. The two-year 

window for contemporary uses provides a challenge to finding commercial uses of this 

stamp.  

The record is interesting because of the cartoonlike characterizations of life in the Marine 

Corps. It was sent without any additional written message, so the mailing was between 1 and 

2 ounces — the airmail postage paid by the two 5¢ stamps. Wallingford wrote on the record 

itself the day it was recorded and added the message “play this side.” 

 

Linn’s transcription of 1947 recording from PFC Richard Wallingford 

[A few words unintelligible] I wasn’t sure it was working so I had to test it. It’s a 

beautiful day out today. Sun is shining, blue skies, a little warm. It’s now 11:40. I don’t 

know quite what to say on this, but I’m sure you will enjoy it anyhow. Sounds pretty 

conceded doesn’t it? 



I really don’t know much to say to you folks. There’s a letter I wrote to you yesterday, 

but I hope you enjoy this anyhow. It’s my first attempt, so it won’t be very good. If you 

like this, I will try making some more before I come home.  

A bunch of the fellows were just over here shooting a little basketball. They showed out 

to go to town now. I’ve got duty this weekend, so I have to stay on the station. It isn’t 

bad though. You can go swimming in the afternoon. In fact, I think I’ll do that this 

afternoon. 

How’s Sheba? I bet she’s getting big. She probably won’t even know me when I get 

home. As far as I’ve heard my [unintelligible] was gone, too. Sure hope so. I’ve been 

[unintelligible] to see you folks. Pretty hard to stand it. But I guess I can survive. 

When is Dad leaving for Detroit, Mom? Or haven’t you found out yet? 

Say, Dad, how about some pictures of your tractor? Bet it’s a dandy. 

_____________________________________________ 

Tulip Blossoms coil stamps present 

collecting challenge 

Apr 17, 2023, 3 PM  

 

 

The United States Tulip Blossoms coil forever stamps released April 5 presented a challenge 

for the Scott catalog editors in trying to figure out how to collect a plate number strip of an 

issue that does not follow precedents set by previous coil issues. A similar challenge occurred 

with the Wild Orchids coil stamps of Feb. 21, 2020 (Scott 5435-5444). 

Ten different Tulip Blossoms coil stamps were issued, and the plate number (“B” followed 

by four single digits) appears on every 27th stamp, which depicts the pink and yellow tulip. 

Because of this, Tulip Blossoms coils of 3,000 or 10,000 do not have 10 stamps repeating in 

order throughout a given roll. 

The Scott editors examined a long strip of Tulip Blossoms coil stamps and determined that a 

strip of 10 different stamps can be removed from a roll. Such a strip of 10 can be found in a 

roll with and without a plate number single. 

On the plate number strip of 10, the plate number appears on the fifth stamp from the left. 

This strip of 10 with plate number will be listed in the Scott catalogs and will be included in 

the 2023 Scott Plate Number Coils album supplement. 



For a plate number strip with the plate number stamp in the center of the strip, 17 stamps are 

needed. This strip has the plate number in the middle with eight stamps on each respective 

side, however the repeating pattern of these stamps isn’t symmetrical and has repeating stamp 

designs. 

The strip of 17 will be listed in the 2024 Scott catalogs, but there will be no Scott album page 

for it because it is too large to fit. 

A collector can remove from a roll a plate number strip of 10 as already described and the 

immediately following strip of 10 without plate number. What remains are seven stamp 

designs to make up the full 27-stamp interval. 

The Tulip Blossoms stamps also were issued in a double-sided pane of 20. These stamps are 

a different size than the coil stamps, so all stamps will be illustrated in the listings in the Scott 

New Issues Update in the upcoming June Scott Stamp Monthly. 

The order of the stamps in the block of 10 found on the side containing 12 stamps in the 

double-sided pane differs from the order in the strip of 10 different coil stamps. 

 

Kyrgyzstan issues world’s longest postage stamp  
Mar 18, 2023, 10 AM  

 

 

Kyrgyz Express Post claims its Jan. 30 stamp measuring 184 

millimeters (7.2 inches) long is the world’s longest postage 

stamp. The stamp shows the Chaar-Tash mountain range. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


