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I am going to talk about stamp collecting. The hobby isnôt currently as popular as it was decades 

ago, but it is still going strong. Stamp collecting is also called philately, and collectors are known 

as philatelists. 

 

 
 

This booklet, put out by Mystic Stamp Company, lists 12 reasons to collect stamps, including 

that stamps are fun, many are affordable, and many are valuable. Stamps allow you to travel to 

exotic places without leaving your house. You can enjoy fine art and learn about history and 

geography. There have been many times when I was able to respond correctly when watching 

Jeopardy! because of something I remember seeing on a stamp. 

 

It may sound like a cliché, but the first rule about stamp collecting is that there are no rules. You 

can collect whatever you want, however you want. You can spend just pocket change or a small 

fortune. The only real rule is that you enjoy what you are doing. 



 
 

I wil l give a little background about my pursuit of the hobby to give this talk some context. I 

started collecting stamps in 1965 when I was 10. I will do the math for you: I am now 67. As 

most kids did, I started out with a worldwide collection, using this album. This isnôt the actual 

album I had, but it is just like it. It has pages for stamps from many countries. I eventually gave 

up the worldwide collection and decided to specialize in stamps from the United States, Canada, 

and the United Nations. 

 

 
 

Yes, the UN issues its own stamps, which are for mail from its headquarters. 



 

 

 
 

As many collectors do, I started when I was a kid and then gave up the hobby when I moved 

onto other things. Usually, collectors report starting the hobby early in life and then giving up 

their collections when they get involved with sports or cars or some other pursuit. 

 

 
 

 For me, it was photography. I stopped collecting stamps in college when I got heavily involved 

in photography and decided I could not afford two expensive hobbies. So I sold my stamp 

collection in 1979 and used the money to buy camera equipment. 



 
 

I got back into stamp collecting in 1986 when I was browsing in a hobby shop that had just 

opened. I saw the stamp section, and my interest was reawakened. I decided to collect worldwide 

stamps and have a separate collection of U.S. stamps. So I bought a worldwide albumé 

 

  
 

éand a U.S. album. I since upgraded my U.S. album to the Scott National Album. 



 
 

In 2015, I started organizing a local stamp club, the Wyoming Valley Stamp Club. We currently 

have 35 members. I am the president, secretary, and treasurer. The meetings are lively, with a lot 

of stamp-related discussion and activities, including frequent presentations. The club has a 

library of stamp books, occasional field trips, a display case at the Hoyt Library, a summer 

picnic, and a Christmas party. 

 

The club has a stamp co-op purchase program in which we buy packages of stamps at auction, 

break them down, and then sell them to members at a steep discount. We also have what we call 

Nickel Nights, in which we have a mixture of stamps that members can look through for 

additions to their collectionsðat a nickel a stamp. 

 

 
 

I am also the editor of the clubôs monthly newsletter, The Magnifying Glass. The newsletter has 

articles about club activities, such as recaps of our meetings, articles about postal history and 

stamps that relate to this area, articles by members about their collecting interests, and more. 

 



Now, back to the basics of collecting. There are as many ways to 

collect stamps as there are stamp collectors. As I did, most collectors 

usually start out with a worldwide collection. The first postage stamp 

in the world was issued by Great Britain in 1840, which depicts Queen 

Victoria. It is called the Penny Black because of its denomination and 

color. Itôs not a rare stamp, and a copy can be bought for about two 

hundred dollars or so. There are different check letters in the bottom 

corners of the stamps, and collectors often look for a stamp with their 

initials. This would be a good stamp for Kathy [Breznay, the president 

of the Swoyersville Kiwanis]. 

 

  
 

Soon, other countries started issuing stamps. The first U.S. stamps were issued in 1847, showing 

Benjamin Franklin, who was the first U.S. Postmaster General, and George Washington. These 

arenôt rare stamps, either. A copy of the Franklin can be bought for two to three hundred dollars. 

 

Soon after stamps started coming out, people began to collect them, possibly as early as the 

1850s. In the late 19th century, many collectors had the goal of acquiring a copy of every stamp 

ever issued, but even then, it was a difficult feat, and now itôs a foolôs errand. Assembling a 

complete collection is impossible because there are just too many stamps and too many rare 

stamps. And many of the rare stamps are unique. In the stamp world, ñuniqueò has its specific 

definition, that is, meaning a stamp of which only one copy is known to exist. 



The most famous rare stamp is the British Guiana one-cent 

magenta, which is unique. The stamp was issued in 1856 in 

what was then the Briti sh colony of British Guiana in South 

America, and which is now an independent country known as 

Guyana. The stamp last sold at auction in June 2021, where it 

was bought for $8,307,000.00. This book [holding up The 

One-Cent Magenta by James Barron] is one of several books 

that tells the story of this stamp. 

 

The One-Cent Magenta has a local 

connection as it was once owned by Irwin Weinberg, who lived in Kingston 

and ran the Miner Stamp Company in the United Penn Bank Building in 

downtown Wilkes-Barre. In 1970, Weinberg organized a group of nine 

investors to buy the British Guiana stamp for $280,000.00. Fortunately, 

Weinberg did not keep the stamp in the United Penn Bank vault; otherwise, 

it would have been destroyed in the Agnes Flood of 1972. Instead, he kept it 

in a bank vault in New York City. In 1980, the group sold the stamp at 

auction for $935,000.00. 

 

 
 
Besides collecting stamps from all over the world, another way of collecting is to collect just the 

stamps of a particular country, such as the U.S., as shown in this illustration, or a group of 

countries, such as the British Commonwealth or South America. Or you can collect from a 

particular time period, such as stamps of the World War II era. I collect worldwide stamps, but I 

focus on those from what is called the Classic Period, which is from 1840 to 1940. 

 



 

  
 

Another way to collect is by topic, that is, stamps that show a particular object, such as stamps 

showing cats or lighthousesðor flowers or sportsðthe possibilit ies are endless. This is an easy 

way to get into the hobby and there are plenty of stamps out there depicting various topics. You 

could even combine another hobby with stamp collecting. For instance, if you like to garden, 

then collecting flower stamps is a nice complement. I have topical collections of horror stamps 

and Alfred Hitchcock stamps. 

 

 
 

To start a stamp collection, you need stamps. You can save them from incoming mail or trade 

with other collectors. Another way to acquire stamps is to buy them from a dealer, either 

individually or in packets. 



 
 

You also need something to keep your stamps in, such as albums [examples shown]. Or you can 

use a stockbook, such as the one illustrated above, which has pages of pockets that you can place 

stamps into. This is a good way to organize a topical collection. 

 

  
 

You also need something to place stamps in albums, such as hinges (shown on the left), which 

are small, gummed pieces of glassine. One end is moistened and fastened to the stamp, and the 

other end is moistened and fastened to the album page. 

 

Or you can use mounts (shown on the right), which are little plastic pockets to put stamps in. I 

usually use hinges for less valuable stamps, and mounts for more valuable ones or for unused 

stamps because the hinge dissolves a bit of the gum on the back of unused stamps. 

 



 
 

You also need a few basic tools. One important tool is stamp tongs. You should use these to 

handle stamps to avoid getting skin oils on the stamps. Some people call them tweezers, but they 
are not. Tongs grasp a stamp, while tweezers will squeeze and damage it. A magnifying glass is 

useful for seeing small details on stamps [demonstrated holding a stamp with tongs and using a 

magnifying glass]. Glassine envelopes can be used to store your stamps until you can organize 

them and place them into an album or stockbook. A stamp identifier is useful if you collect 

foreign stamps. These booklets translate the inscriptions on foreign stamps. 

 

  
 

For example, a stamp inscribed ñDeutsche Bundespostò is from Germany, and ñNoregò means 

Norway. 



 
 

If you get more heavily involved in stamp collecting, you will find a stamp catalog to be a useful 

tool. This isnôt the kind of catalog that you order items from. Rather, itôs a reference catalog 

listing all stamps ever issued. The ones most used in the U.S. are put out by Scott Publishing 

Company and are called the Scott catalogs. This one [holding up] is just for U.S. stamps. The set 

of catalogs listing every stamp ever issued around the world comes in 12 volumes, and new 

editions come out every year. 

 



 

 
 

The catalogs  list all stamps, show pictures of the stamps, give details about the stamps, and list 

catalog prices. These prices are more like manufacturerôs suggested retail prices as stamp dealers 

usually sell stamps for less than the catalog value. One important feature of the catalogs is the 

catalog number (circled in blue), which is a standard reference number used by collectors and 

dealers. 

 

 
 

Sales catalogs, price lists, auction listings, etc. will usually give just the name of the country and 

the catalog number (circled in blue) for ease in ordering. 



 
 

Now the question is where to buy stamps, albums, and supplies. The short answer is: online and 

by mail order as I am not aware of any stamp stores in this area. When I started collecting back 

in the ô60s, there were some stores around where I was able to buy stamps, albums, and supplies. 

McCroryôs at the Narrows Shopping Center had a shelf of stamps and stamp supplies. Wayneôs 

in Edwardsville had a rack of stamps, albums, supplies, catalogs, and a magazine, Minkus Stamp 

Journal. 



 
 

I also bought stamps at Oncayôs, which was a small variety store on Wyoming Avenue at 

Slocum Street in Forty Fort, where Pizza Bella is now. They had a spinner rack of stamp packets. 

Unfortunately, a few years after I started going there, the store burned down. 

 

In the late 1970s, I started going to Anthracite Coin & Stamp Shop on Main Street in 

Edwardsville. That shop has since closed, but it relocated to the Back Road in Swoyersville, in a 

building that used to be the Rainbow Jewelers store. Anthracite is open by appointment only, but 

I havenôt checked it out yet. In addition, the owner has a stand at Lark Mountain Marketplace, an 

antiques mall across from Applebeeôs and Wegmans in Wilkes-Barre, but the last time I looked, 

he didnôt have much in the way of stamps. 

 

 
 

There are plenty of mail -order companies that sell stamps and supplies. The magazines on the 

freebie table have a lot of ads from mail-order dealers. And a ton of them are listed in this Linnôs 

Stamp News 2022 Resource Guide. It also lists some retail establishments, but there arenôt many 

of those. 



 

   
 

On the left is a catalog from Nordfrim, which is a Danish company, but they have an agent in the 

U.S. and thatôs where U.S. orders are shipped from. They have a lot of good deals on stamps and 

supplies. 

 

In the center is a catalog from Mystic Stamp Company in Camden, New York. Although their 

stamps are overpriced, they have good deals on albums and supplies. 

 

On the right is the booklet from Mystic Stamp Company that I showed earlier, which gives 12 

good reasons for starting a stamp collection. 

 

I have only one copy of each of these catalogs. If anyone wants a PDF file of any of these, see 

me after the presentation and I can provide a download or I can email one to you. 

 

One online source for stamps is eBay, but you have to be careful. There are legitimate dealers on 

eBay, but there are also rip-off artists. Iôve seen instances where a seller li sted a stamp as ñrareò 

and set an opening bid in the thousands or tens of thousands of dollars, but it was really a 

common stamp worth only a few cents. Not all stamps have opening bids that are inflated so 

drastically, but many are overpriced. Also, some of the stamps may be fakes, so you have to be 

careful and be sure you are dealing with a reputable seller. 

 



 
 

Another popular area is the collecting of covers of all types. Now, a ñcoverò is a stamp-collecting 

term for an envelope that went through the mail. A cover usually has a stamp, though not 

alwaysðand I wil l get to that in a minute. A cover usually has an address, though not always. 

But it always has postal markings, usually a cancellation and postmark, and perhaps other 

markings. Sometimes the postal markings are written on the envelope rather than rubber-stamped 

or machine-stamped. 

 

 
 

Sometimes a cover has an illustration on the side, which is called a cachet. 



 
 

This is an example of a stampless cover, postmarked in Wilkes-Barre on February 20, 1832. As I 

said earlier, the U.S. first issued stamps in 1847. Before that, a person would take a letter to the 

post office and pay the postage in cash. The postal clerk would mark the letter ñpaidò or write on 

it the amount of postage paid, and add a postmark. On this letter, 10 cents postage was paid. 

 

 
 

This is another example of a stampless cover, postmarked in Wilkes-Barre on April 5, 1841. 

For this letter, 12½ cents postage was paid. 



 
 

A special type of cover, which has a big following, is the first day cover. This is an envelope 

with a stamp that is postmarked on the day the stamp was issued in the city where it was issued. 

In this case, the 19th Amendment stamp was issued in Washington, D.C., on August 26, 1995. 

Collectors send addressed envelopes with payment to cover the stamps to the postal service. The 

post office applies the stamps, cancels and postmarks the covers with the day of issue, and places 

them in the mail  to go back to the collector. 

 

 
 

I had also mentioned that some covers donôt have addresses on them. These unaddressed covers 

are usually philatelic creations. Most collectors of modern first day covers prefer their covers 

without addresses. So when they are preparing a cover to send to the USPS, they write their 

address in pencil so they could later erase it, or they use a removable address label. 



There is an international stamp 

organization called the American 

Philatelic Society. It is headquartered 

in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, which is 

near State College. It was founded in 

1886 and currently has over 26,000 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Almost all the members of the Wyoming Valley Stamp Club are members of the APS, and the 

club is a chapter. I joined in 1988. The headquarters is more than just a bunch of offices. It has 

much to offer the stamp collector. 



 
 

One of these facilities is the library, known as the American Philatelic Research Library. It is one 

of the largest libraries of stamp publications in the world. 

 

 
 

Also at headquarters is the Headsville, West Virginia, post office. This was built in the 1860s as 

a general store and post office. In the early 1970s, it was disassembled and moved to the 

Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. Around 2007, it was moved to American Philatelic Society 

headquarters, where it remains to this day on ñpermanent loanò from the Smithsonian. It is the 

original post office, not a reproduction, and itôs not just a museum piece that you admire from 

behind a velvet rope. You can actually go inside and look around. Itôs a working post office as 

well, so you can buy stamps and post mail. 

 

I could give an entire presentation on the American Philatelic Society and all that they have at 

headquarters, but Iôll just say that it is well worth a visit if you have any interest in stamps. 

 

On the ñfreebieò table are issues of the APSôs monthly journal, American Philatelist. There are 

also postcards you can mail to the APS for more information about membership. 



Earlier I mentioned that a popular way to collect stamps is by topic, which is known as topical 

collecting. I will  now show some stamps that depict the Kiwanis. The U.S. has not issued any 

Kiwanis stamps, but several foreign countries have. There is an organization called the American 

Topical Association, which is a group of philatelists who collect stamps by topic. One of their 

services is checklists of stamps on various topics. Their checklist of Kiwanis stamps has 33 

stamps listed. Some of the stamps I will show are in this album [album shown]. I also put 

together an electronic album of Kiwanis stamps, which is available for download. 

 

 
 

By happy coincidence, the January-February 2023 issue of Topical Time, the bimonthly 

publication of the American Topical Association, has an article about Kiwanis stamps. The 

author of the article, Howard Dewald, said: ñMy interest in collecting postage stamps and first-

day covers related to Kiwanis stems from my nearly 50-year affiliation as a member; first in Key 

Clubéfollowed by Circle Kéand as a Kiwanian since May 1982 in the Kiwanis Club of 

Mesilla Valley in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and the Kiwanis Club of Downtown Athens, Ohio.ò 

 

I have a PDF file of this article available for download. 

 

Now letôs take a look at some of these stamps. 



 

  

 
 

The first stamp honoring the Kiwanis was issued by Monaco (left). It came out on April 28, 

1980, to mark the European Convention held in June of that year. Monaco issued a second stamp 

(center), in 2015, to commemorate the centennial of Kiwanis International. The stamp 

emphasizes the Kiwanis mission of ñserving the children of the world.ò 

 

The stamp on the right was issued by Austria in 1983 to mark the 68th Annual Kiwanis 

International Convention. Twenty-two years after voting to establish clubs beyond the United 

States and Canada, Kiwanis International staged its first annual convention outside these 

countries. The 1983 event took place in Vienna, Austria, where the first European club was 

formed on February 25, 1963. 

 

 
 

These stamps were issued by the Republic of China in 2001 for the Kiwanis International 

Convention, which was held in Taipei, the capital city of Taiwan. The name of the convention is 

shown in red Chinese characters at the top of the stamp, and on the bottom is the name of the 

country in English and Chinese. 



 
 

Comoro Islands, which is a group of islands off the southeast coast of Africa, issued these stamps 

in 1988 to commemorate 75 years of service by the Kiwanis and to honor other service 

organizations. The theme was the Childrenôs Health Campaign. On the top are five individual 

stamps honoring the Kiwanis, and on the bottom is a strip of three stamps for three different 

service organizations. The top of each stamp has the name of the country in Arabic and French. 

The stamps showing a hand cupping three people reads ñcreate better livesò in French, and 

underneath the Kiwanis emblem is ñsharing health with children.ò Two stamps show a man with 

two children and the inscription ñimproving the lot of underprivileged children.ò And those with 

a wheelchair and cane say ñhelping the disabled.ò 

 



 
 

This isnôt a postage stamp but a Christmas seal, which was printed in Iceland in 1968. The stamp 

shows what may be considered the Icelandic version of Elf on a Shelf. Icelandic tradition has 13 

Yule Lads, who descend from the mountains one at a time, every night beginning on December 

12, to create mischief in the nights leading up to Christmas. The stamp shows Kertasníkir, or 

Candle Beggar, and as his name suggests, youôd better watch out for your candles. In the lower 

left of the stamp is the logo of the Kiwanis Club in Reykjavik. 

 

 
 

And these are various Iceland Christmas seals from 1968 to 1977. Each one shows a different 

Yule Lad. 



 

  
 

Luxembourg issued the stamp shown on the left in 2001 to honor Kiwanis International. The 

design features the Kiwanis emblem and a silhouette of a city skyline. 

 

New Caledonia, which is a group of islands in the South Pacific, noted the 10th anniversary of 

New Caledonia Kiwanis in 1980 with the stamp on the right. Underneath the Kiwanis emblem is 

the old Kiwanis motto, ñWe Build,ò in French. 

 

  

 

Panama noted the 25th anniversary of the Kiwanis Club of Panama in 1993 with the stamp on the 

left. The phrase on the stamp means ñwe build serving the community.ò 

 

The stamp on the right, issued by the Philippines in 2011, honors the 47th anniversary of the 

Kiwanis Club of Manila. The design highlights the new motto of ñServing the Children of the 

World,ò which was adopted by the Kiwanis in 2005 to replace the old motto, ñWe Build.ò 



 
 

Turks & Caicos, which is a group of islands near the Bahamas, issued four stamps in 1980 

honoring four different service clubs, including the Kiwanis. On the Lions stamp, a doctor 

performs a physical examination on a child. On the Kiwanis stamp, a man presents scholarships 

to a group of students. On the Soroptimist stamp, a woman talks with girls. The Rotary stamp 

features a fishing boat. 

 

 
 

This is what is called a souvenir sheet, which is a small sheet containing one or a few stamps. 

The stamp honors the Rotary and shows a group of schoolchildren with a couple of teachers. 

Emblems of all the clubs are shown in the corners. 

 



 
 

Vanuatu, an island country in the South Pacific, issued these stamps in 1980 for the New Zealand 

District Convention, which was held in Port Vila, the capital and largest city of Vanuatu. They 

also issued a set of the same stamps with the inscriptions in French. 

 

 
 

In 1985, a group of expatriate Australians began a project to build a horse racetrack in Port Vila. 

The idea resulted in the Kiwanis Charity Race. The races raise funds for numerous Kiwanis 

childrenôs activities and other projects. Vanuatu issued this set of stamps in 1994 to mark the 

Kiwanis Charity Horse Races and to honor other service organizations. The stamps were issued 

for the Hong Kong ô94 Stamp Exhibition, as shown by the emblem in the upper right corners of 

the stamps. 

 


