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• What is a Philatelic Exhibit
• Brief History of Exhibiting
• Why Exhibit

• Thematic Exhibiting versus other types of Exhibiting
• Suggestions for Creating a Thematic Exhibit
• Review of Select Pages from a Thematic Exhibit

• Resources for More Info
• Questions!

Overview



What constitutes a Philatelic Exhibit? 
• Story, not just a collection, told primarily by philatelic* 

material
(Like a book should have an introduction, body and conclusion)

• For Adults, at US National Shows, 1 to 10 Frames
(Standard US Frame has a viewing area of 35” x 47” which holds 
16 8.5” x 11” pages)



A Brief History of Philatelic Exhibiting
1870s – First Stamp Shows
1889 – First US Stamp Exhibition
1913 – First US International Exhibition
1960s – APS establishes Judges Accreditation Committee
1966 – SIPEX, last US Intl with exhibits in Bin Room
1969 – First World Series of Philately Competition
1970s – Accreditation of Philatelic Judges & National Shows
1981 – First APS Manual of Philatelic Judging
1980s – Single Frame Exhibits
1986  – Jenkins Exhibit Frames at AMERIPEX
1990s – Display and Illustrated Divisions
2000s – Acceptance of Postcard Exhibits
2010s – Eight medal levels at U.S. National Shows

Exhibiting has Evolved Tremendously



Why Exhibit?
• To compete (win awards)
• To show off your collection
• To show off your knowledge
• To show off your creativity
• To educate viewers
• To organize your material
• To acquire additional items
• For fun

What’s required to be an Exhibitor
• Material
• Knowledge
• Time
• Some money

A very small percent of stamp collectors ever exhibit



Advantages & Disadvantages
of Thematic Exhibits vs Other Philatelic Exhibits

• Broader Appeal (including non-collectors)
• Often Less Expensive
• Requires Broader Philatelic and Subject 

Knowledge
• More Variability in Judging

A Thematic Exhibit is not the same as a Topical 
Exhibit



Putting Together a Thematic Exhibit?

• Outline and Write Your Story

• Select Subject 
– Do you have a thesis

• Why should the viewer care about the subject
– Define a logical/defendable scope

• Identify/Find Appropriate Material for Exhibit
– Items you already own

Assign to the most logical section of exhibit
-- Identify areas for which you don’t have appropriate material 
and make a want list



Putting a Thematic Exhibit together 
continued?



Key Elements – Title Page
• The MOST Important Page
• Tell the Viewer what to Expect

– Purpose
– Type of Exhibit (what is included)
– Context/Background (map?)
– Outline or Plan
– Philatelic Item Suggested
– Key

• Catch the Attention of the Viewer
– Inviting
– Amount of Text



Key Elements – Choosing Material
• Best Possible Condition
• Don’t Pad

– Duplicate items
– Multiples

• Don’t Waste Space
– Windowing and Overlapping

• Highlight Key Items
– Matting/Borders
– Bolded or Different Color Text
– Use of White Space

• Describe Items (Briefly but Fully)
– Don’t include catalog numbers



Key Elements – Thematic Elements

A thematic exhibit uses the widest range 
of appropriate philatelic material
Basic Stamps
• Definitives and Commemoratives
• Types  - Semipostals, Airmail, Special Delivery, Postage Due, Parcel Post, Registration, Officials, 

Military, Newspaper, Revenues, Postal Tax, Semi Official, Carriers, Locals, Provisionals,  
Franchise, Encased Postage, Computer Vended, War Tax, War Savings, International Reply 
Coupons, Sanitary Fair, Life Insurance, Test

• Formats - Coils, Booklet Panes, Coil Leader Strip, Coil Roll Label, Sale Notice or Pad Card
– Postal Stationery – Envelope, Wrapper, Postal Card, Aerogramme, Reply Coupons

• Configuration - Plate number single, plate block, coil line pair, plate number coil, souvenir sheet
• Precancels and perfins
• Archival Materials - Original Drawings, Essays, Proofs, Specimens
• Vending Machine Labels (Computer Vended Postage, Framas)
• Meters
• Selvage
• Plate Numbers, Traffic Lights, Printers Information and Marks, Text or Pictorial Design, Advertising
• Booklet Covers, Advertising



Key Elements – Thematic Elements
• Postal Markings - Precancels, Circular date stamps, pictorial cancels, hand cancels, slogan 

cancels, Auxiliary Markings, Railway, Ship, Pneumatic, APOs, FPOs, Patriotic, Censored
• Covers (preference for commercial mail)
• Rates - Nonprofit, Bulk, Reduced rates for Christmas or New Years, Extra weight, Special 

Services; Free Franks; Strike Mail
• Labels - Registered, Airmail, Priority, Balloon Mail
• Advertising - Booklet covers, booklet labels, backs of stamps
• Postal Regulations/Recall Notice/Off Sale Notice
• Varieties and Errors and Freaks

• Widest range
In Material
Time-Wise
Geographical Sense

• General Guidelines
Size is important (Smaller is better)
Avoid CTOs, heavy cancels, poorly centered
Same design should generally only be used once
Use Windowing Appropriately



Key Elements – Body

• Headers and Titles
• Chapter Intros
• Small Blocks of Text
• Differentiate story and item info

• The ending of your story
• Why your story/subject is important

Key Elements – Conclusion/Epilogue

































Judging Criteria for Thematic Exhibits
at the National Level

Treatment – 20 points
Importance – 10 points
Philatelic Knowledge – 17.5 points
Subject Knowledge – 17.5 points
Difficulty of Acquisition/Rarity – 20 points
Condition – 10 points
Presentation – 5 points



Web Resources

APS Manual of Philatelic Judging -
stamps.org/Portals/0/Judging%20Info/Judging-Manual.pdf

On Line Exhibits
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors - http://www.aape.org/
APS - https://digital.stamplibrary.org/digital/
Exponet - http://www.exponet.info/
PIPEX - http://www.pipexstampshow.org/exhibits.html
SNSE - https://www.sarasotastampclub.com/philatelic-entries/
Fran Adams - http://www.franadams.com/exhibits.html

QUESTIONS

http://www.aape.org/
https://digital.stamplibrary.org/digital/
http://www.exponet.info/
http://www.pipexstampshow.org/exhibits.html
https://www.sarasotastampclub.com/philatelic-entries/
http://www.franadams.com/exhibits.html
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