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Portuguese explorer 

Ferdinand Magellan
departed from Spain in 1519

Magellan was appointed admiral of the Spanish Fleet



Sc#PH2808

Antonio Pigafetta

He was one of 
the 18 men who 
made the complete 
trip, returning 
to Spain in 1522

was an Italian 
scholar and explorer
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Magellan - 1522
First to circumnavigate the globe
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Magellan - 1522
First to circumnavigate the globe

Under the Sponsorship of King Charles I of Spain
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Sebastian Elcano - 1522
Finished the voyage
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Magellan - 1521
was killed in the Battle of Mactan in the Philippines
in April 1521, never completing the voyage.

Lapu-Lapu
Sc#PH597

A story for another day







A topic for yet another 
PowerPoint



The first semi-postal stamps were 

issued during the Japanese

Occupation (1941-1945)

to promote the campaign 

to produce and preserve food

The surtax aided the Red Cross. 

Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds



The first semi-postal stamps were 

issued during the Japanese

Occupation (1941-1945)

to promote the campaign 

to produce and preserve food

The surtax aided the Red Cross. 

Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds



Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds

The 2nd surtax, again issued 
during Japanese Occupation,

was used to assist the victims
of major flooding.

“BAHA” in Tagalog = “FLOOD”























Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds

In 1962, a set of semi-postal stamps 
was designed to raise funds for 

the Rizal Foundation.
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TB is still a problem
in the Philippines 
to this day (2022)
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Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds

And in 1973, two of the stamps were 
surcharged with new values and again the 
SURTAX funds continued to support the 

Philippine Tuberculosis Society.
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Filipino Causes (projects)

funded by Semi-Postal stamps

“SURTAX” funds

This set of stamps was also issued 
imperforate.



There are 51 Scott #’s for

Semi-Postal Stamps
from the Philippine Islands

plus 1 Souvenir Sheet (w/5 stamps)

Plus there are 3 Scott #’s for the

Air Post Semi-Postal Souvenir Sheet
and

there are 6 Semi-Postal stamps issued 

under Japanese Occupation






