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Nine ½ cent stamps have been issued by the U. S. 

551             653             704              803              1030 

J68               J69               J79            J88 



Die Proof on white wove paper  551P1a 

Design of the first ½ cent stamp 1925. 

Depicts Nathan Hale, Revolutionary War hero. 



The first ½ cent stamp issued:  Scott 551.  

Flat plate P11 

April 4, 1925 



Sc. 551 on U481 cover 

FDC for the Nathan Hale stamp 



Usage of Sc. 551 on cover. 

This one posted in Guam. 



Sc. 551 pair on cover 



Four Sc. 551 on a special flight cover 



Sc. 551 Cover with pair of precancelled stamps 



A page from 

Clyde Jenningsô 

exhibit 

showing illegal 

usages 



Second ½ cent stamp. 

Scott 653 

Rotary Press P11x10-1/2 

May 25, 1929 



Scott 653  Plate 19652 Position 72 

(center stamp in second row in these blocks) 

Damaged stamp at left, repaired stamp on right 



Left image:  Damage to nose and mouth 

Center image:   Normal for comparison 

Right image:  Repaired stamp 



Scott 653 strip of three on cover. 

Postmarked on Memorial Day. 



Sc 653 Precancelled pairs on cover 



A ½ cent Scott 653 used to up-rate a postal card to Australia, 

plus as a bonus, a ½ d Australian postage due stamp.  



This cover is a nice segue to the third ½ cent stamp. 

A patriotic cover from Bug, KY with a ½ cent Hale (Sc. 551) 

and a ½ cent Washington (Sc. 704), along with a  

2 cent Washington  (Sc. 707). 



A block of the ½ cent stamp from 

the Washington Bicentennial set of 

1932.  Position UR8 from plate  

20560 (the UR stamp in this block) 

shows an incomplete transfer in  

the circle around the left ó1/2ô. 

This stamp is the only ½ cent 

commemorative. 



Jan. 1, 1932 FDCs for Sc 704 & 706 (top) 

and a block of 704 (bottom) 



Two covers from 

Lancaster County 

 

T: Bird in Hand 

postmark 

 

B: Last Day for 

Safe Harbor, PA 

Post Office 

1838-1935 



The fourth ½ cent stamp. Sc. 803, from the 1938 

Presidential series.  Scott does not list shades, but here 

are two, or maybe just over/underinking. 



A pair of ½ cent 

Franklins used on a 

postcard from a  

stamp dealer 


