
The

Philatelic 

Truck
On May 9, 1939, the 

Philatelic Truck departed the 

White House on a 

cross-country journey 

to introduce thousands of 

Americans to the exciting 

world of stamps.



The

Philatelic 

Truck
The Philatelic Truck was the 

brainchild of stamp-collector 

President Franklin Roosevelt.

He ordered the traveling 

exhibit to show Americans how 

stamps were made.



The "Philatelic Truck" housed a 

unique stamp exhibit, 

stopping at hundreds of 

places and handing out 

special souvenir cards. 

These cards, 

depicting the White House, 

were actually printed

aboard the truck!

As visitors exited the truck, 

they were given one of these 

White House cards as a 

souvenir – hence the name.



How many mailboxes?

How many light poles?

How many vans?

How many box trucks?



The truck was a custom-made 

armored vehicle that served 

as a mobile philatelic 

museum.

It carried specimens of every 

US stamp issued from the 

1847 Franklin and Washington 

issues to those issued at the 

time of the tour.

The tour officially began on 

May 9, 1939.

Postmaster General 

James A. Farley performed his 

final inspection of the truck 

before it set out on its journey.



I recently acquired 

2 stock books





Offerings 

For Sale 

on eBay

A quick search for

“Philatelic Truck”
yielded the following:
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After more than two years of 

traveling, the philatelic truck’s 

journey was cut short by the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941.

POST MORTEM

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://apicciano.commons.gc.cuny.edu/2020/12/07/remembering-pearl-harbor-december-7-1941-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


After more than two years of 

traveling, the philatelic truck’s 

journey was cut short by the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 

December 7, 1941.

The truck was rushed from Yuma, 

Arizona, to its final stop in San 

Diego, CA, on Dec. 12, 1941.

There, the exhibits were removed

and sent back to Washington, D.C.

The truck itself was reportedly left 

at the Rincon Annex of the San 

Francisco Post Office. During its 

trip, the truck had traveled 20,750 

miles, visited 490 towns, and had 

483,976 visitors.
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Another creative use of postage found in 

an album recently acquired???
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