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NEXT MEETING : TUESDAY JULY 5th at 7:00 pm 

Social Time from 6:30 pm onwards  

Polish Occupation Forces 
In Italy 1946-7 

 

…presented by Dr. Kent Weaver 
See Article on next page …… 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Editor’s Update: 
 

 The church is located at 1009 Elizabeth Avenue in Laureldale.  Elizabeth Avenue crosses 
Kutztown Road in the Muhlenberg Township area. Find Kutztown Road and turn east on Elizabeth.  

The Hershey Harvest, a small popular farmy-type country store is on the corner where you turn 
onto Elizabeth Avenue.  Elizabeth changes to a one-way road going east at that point.  The church is 
about two blocks on the left. For those who are joining us for the frist time, below is a picture of the 
door that you enter the building. We meet in the lower level. Down two flights of stairs or you can 

use the elevator which is to the left after you enter. 

 

This is the 

door you 

use to 

enter the 

church 

building. 

<<<<=== 

LANACSTER STAMP CLUB…  
ZOOM MEETINGS IN JULY at 6:30pm 

July 13th: USS Local presented by Ron Breznay 

July 27th: APS and the State of the Hobby  
                 presented by Scott English 
These are always followed by club members “show 
and Tell”  
Let me know if you need the link… Mike B. 



      
 

Following WW II, Polish volunteers who had stood next to allied troops in major 

engagements were stationed in Italy as occupation forces.  Refusing to cooperate with 

communism in their native Poland, many thousands served as stabilizing units in Italy. Once 

offered resettlement lands on the Italian peninsula, the offer was withdrawn.  But while 

they were there in 1946-7, they used the special stamps pictured in this article to frank 

homeward going mail.   

   Unfortunately, these stamps do not appear in Scott’s catalogs and many consider them 

“cindarellas” or poster stamps.  (This makes no sense to your editor, since they were 

postally used.)  Dr. Weaver will tell the story of these fascinating stamps at our July 5th 

meeting. What had the Poles done to win respect during the war?  First, Patton reviewed 

them and declared them to have the sharpest appearance of any of the troops he saw 

during the war. They particularly fought well at Monte Cassino, Ancona, and Bologna. 

   By wars end, they totaled 55,780 men, about 1,500 women and one bear!  They lost 2,301 
killed, 535 missing and 8,540 wounded. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

RSCC Treasurer’s Report:  
 

Current Account:  $ 2,387.63 as of 05/31/2022 :  CD  $ 3,174.14 as of 12/31/21  
 

Dues for 2022 are NOW DUE: If you have already sent me a check..Thank You. 
IF NOT: Please send check payable to RSCC to my address above as soon as possible 

Many Thanks,  Mike 
 

 
Editors Comment: 
 
So far this year we have had three meetings. Attendance at each has been, 6, 6 and 7 
members respectively. At total of 10 members have attended across the three meetings. 
Before COVID we used to have between 15 and 18 members attend. 

Where are the rest of you? Not interested anymore? Don’t like the location? 
 

We need feedback. Let us know.  We would like to see more of you!!!! 
 



This edition starts with a tribute to Ukraine! Starting with Ukraine’s new issue in July it is 
followed by stamps issued by counties supporting UKraine. I have another eclectic series of 

articles that I hope you enjoy and finishing with a stamp tribute to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II who has now reached her Platinum Jubilee (1952-2022)  

Well I am a Brit so it’s my choice. 
 

July Ukraine stamp design revealed 
Written by catpaw   June 15, 2022 

Ukrposhta has revealed their newest stamp design for the “Good evening, we are from Ukraine!” competition. 

The winning submission is the Ukrainian tractor pulling an abandoned Russian tank entry. The image of a trac-

tor pulling a tank has become one of the iconic symbols of the war.   

 

Over 834,000 votes were cast by Ukrainians. with 3400,000 voting for the tractor. Release date has not been 

announced, but expect it sometime in July, along with details about the designer. 5 million stamps will be re-

leased.   

Stamps showing support for Ukraine 

 

https://bittergrounds.com/turkcoffee/uploads/288270633_5244476688932276_4366830212286775591_n.jpg


Since the war in Ukraine began in February a growing number of post offices around the world have issued special stamps to 

lend support and, in most cases, raise funds for organisations helping with the country's humanitarian crisis. See the full list of 

stamps for Ukraine in our stamp guide. 

The conflict in Ukraine has affected millions of people, and the response to the humanitarian crisis has 

prompted a response from around the world, including from post offices and stamp collecting communities. Na-

tions to issue stamps include: 

Latvia: ‘We Are with You!’ 

Latvia issued a block of three stamps, and ‘a special explanatory coupon’, in response to the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine, with half of the proceeds from sales going to the charity fund Ziedot.lv programme in support of 

Ukraine. 

The stamp block features the national flags of Ukraine and Latvia, Ukraine’s Independence Monument in Kiev 

and Latvia’s Freedom Monument in Riga as well as inscriptions in Ukrainian and Latvian saying ‘We Are with 

You!’ and ‘Glory to Ukraine!’ 

 

‘Glory to Ukraine!’ stamp from Estonia 

Estonia’s simple ‘Glory to Ukraine!’ stamp design shows a dove against a background of the Ukraine flag; a 

postcard with a similar design will be given for free with all purchases of the stamp. 

 

Poland's ‘We Are with You!’ stamp 

Poland’s ‘We Are with You!’ stamp shows a handshake with the hands painted in the national colours of the 

two countries.  



 

Canada's 'Help for Ukraine' stamp 

Canada Post has revealed the design of a fundraising stamp, set to be issued on 7 July, marking the first time 

Canada has issued a stamp in support of a country in need of humanitarian assistance. Funds raised through the 

purchase of this stamp will be distributed through the Canada-Ukraine Foundation (CUF), which is currently 

delivering aid wherever it is needed, from heavily shelled areas in Ukraine’s north and east, to the displaced 

Ukrainians to the west and in neighbouring countries.A donation of $1 from each booklet of ten stamps (and ten 

cents from each official First Day Cover) will provide much-needed financial assistance to those affected by the 

war.The Canadian stamp shows a sunflower, the national flower of Ukraine and now a widely recognised sym-

bol of peace and unity. Canada Post originally issued a stamp with this colourful image in 2011, with the 2022 

version featuring the text ‘Help for Ukraine’ title. 

 

Luxembourg charity stamp 

POST Luxembourg have also released a charity stamp, to help Ukrainian refugees. All proceeds from the sale 

of these stamps will be donated to the organisation ASBL LUkraine to support their actions for refugees from 

Ukraine. The stamp, available in national and international denominations, in sheets of eight, features the col-

ours of the Ukrainian flag with a dove of peace integrated into the design. 

 



Lithuania: defenders of freedom in Ukraine 

Lithuanian Post has also issued a single stamp for ‘defenders of freedom in Ukraine’. The simple image on the 

stamp again features the blue and yellow of the Ukrainian flag, and shows two figure hugging.The €2 stamp is a 

semi-postal, with half of the stamp cost covering the cost of postage and the remaining €1 being donated to the 

organisation Mėlyna ir Geltona (Blue / Yellow), a ‘non-government organisation’ that ‘provides Ukrainian sol-

diers and volunteers with non-lethal supplies to help them battle Russian aggression.’ 

 

Croatia: For Peace in Ukraine 

The stamp 'For Peace in Ukraine', issued by the Croatian Post features a simple design showing a rapeseed field 

below blue sky. The stamp is intended as 'an additional symbol of friendship between the Republic of Croatia 

and Ukraine, as well as strong mutual support for comprehensive efforts to bring peace to Ukraine, the return of 

its displaced and refugee citizens, and the normalization of life on the Ukrainian territory.' 

 

Austria's semi-postal stamp 

The semi-postal stamp issued by Österreichische Post is a semi-postal, meaning a proportion of the cost of the 

stamp - in this case €1 – will be donated to the Austrian organisation “Nachbar in Not” and the international or-

ganisation UNICEF. 

 



Moldova for Peace 

Moldova Post Office launched their stamp on 19 April with the aim of 'promoting peace in the world and in our 

homes through each letter sent.' Of the 250,000 copies of the stamp printed, 5,000 were given to refugees and 

volunteers, so they can send letters to those still in Ukraine. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1924 Paris Olympics, the last of the modern Olympics that 

paid homage to the ancient Greeks 

• Post author •  By John C   •  Post date•  June 15, 2022  

  

The ancient or the modern. It is easy to both idealize the ancient and get bogged down with the modern. It was 

understandable that a modern elite might view backwards toward Greece as a roadmap toward self improve-

ment. So slip on your smoking jacket, fill your pipe, take your first sip of your adult beverage, and sit back in 

your most comfortable chair. Welcome to todays offering of The Philatelist. 

An athlete celebrating his victory wearing a toga. Not how the Olympics are seen today. A fitting way to show 

the games as they were the last ones organized  by the Frenchman Pierre, Barron de Coubertin, the founder of 

the modern Olympics. Coubertin believed that emulating the ancients was a way to uplift modern elites to be 

better. The 1928 Olympic stamps showed modern athletes and showed additional modernity by having a sur-

charge to help pay for the elite’s games. I don’t think the Barron would have approved. 

https://the-philatelist.com/author/admin/
https://the-philatelist.com/2022/06/15/1924-paris-olympics-the-last-of-the-modern-olympics-that-paid-homage-to-the-ancient-greeks/


 

Todays stamp is issue A27, a 50 Centimes stamp issued by France on April 1st, 1924. It was part of a four 

stamp issue for the Olympics in various denominations. According to the Scott catalog, the stamp is worth 

$5.75 used. A imperforate version of this stamp is worth $1,000. 

Pierre de Coubertin was a French nobleman who was dismayed by the French loss in the Franco-Prussian War. 

In the same period the British Empire was at it’s height. He attributed the relative success of Britain to the elite 

public school system that many of it’s leaders passed through. The English public schools had played each other 

in athletics modeled after how they imagined the ancient Greek Olympic games. Coubertin thought the lack of 

athletics in the equivalent French schools left the aristocracy worthless and weak. He conceived a revived 

Olympics as a way to turn the system around. The events chosen were demonstrations of manly strength and 

soldierly skills. Intrinsic in the vision were amateur athletes and gentlemanly sportsmanship that tended to keep 

out potential participants from the working classes. 

Coubertin’s vision of the modern Olympics was naturally watered down after his retirement. One of the most 

famous stories from the 1924 Olympics was told by the movie “Chariots of Fire” from 1981. The movie told the 

story of a Jewish English runner who competed and won despite his wealthy but less than Noble background. 

He further offended by hiring a coach as part of his training, that some felt violated the spirit of the amateur ath-

lete. The story is told as a hero overcoming anti-Semitism and was that, but also demonstrates that the times 

were changing. 

The 1924 Olympics were played at the Stade Olympique de Columbas first built in 1907. The stadiums renova-

tions have seen it shrink from 50,000 to 15,000 seats. It is still slated to host the field hockey event when Paris 

hosts the 2024 Summer Olympics. The 1924 Olympics only had revenue of 50 % of the costs of the games, de-

spite large crowds. The much more commercial 1928 games, after Coubertin’s retirement, almost broke even. 

Something gained, something lost. 

                              
 

    Labels issued for the games        Kyrgyzstan issue in 2002 re Paris 1924 

                         (issued in several colours)                                          with Rhythmic Gymnast 

 

Editor Note: I have added to this article the Mini-sheet and Postcard with Olympic Cancel at the start 

 of the article and the above labels plus the stamp-on-stamp issue from 2002 to illustrate this article.  



A Blast From The Past: RSCC OVERPRINT from October 1964 

 



Crete, less than satisfied by a Danish/Greek Prince, 

the Cretans revolt with fake stamps 

A Greek island rebels against Turk rule, sounds like a job for a Danish, no excuse me Greek Prince? I don’t 

think so and neither did the Cretans, but the Great Powers thought they knew better. So slip on your smoking 

jacket, fill your pipe, take your first sip of your adult beverage, and sit back in your most comfortable chair. 

Welcome to todays offering from The Philatelist. 

 

This is a fake stamp. Issued at the time of the Theriso revolt, and of no postal value and does not have any cata-

log value. Being therefore a revenue raiser. I would have expected less ostentation and more revolutionary zeal. 

Crete was a Christian/Greek island that was long a part of the Ottoman Empire. In 1897 the Cretans revolted 

against the Turks. At this point the Great Powers stepped in with troop deployments ending Turk rule, though a 

suzerainty to the Ottomans was still paid. This occupation was under a High Commissioner, Prince George, the 

second son of the King of Greece and also a Prince of Denmark. He was a lot more Danish than Greek and so 

many Cretans were less than satisfied with the arrangement. Prince George was quite imperious, immediately 

demanding the Cretans build him a palace. Where after all is a Royal to lay his weary head. He also proved una-

ble to get the Great Powers to agree to union with Greece. The Cretans rebelled against Prince George and a 

civil war was on. This was not what the Great Powers signed up for and they ended up paying the Cretans for 

the right to leave and to take Prince George with them. Greece sent another high commissioner, this time an ac-

tual Greek and then the Cretans unilaterally declared union with Greece. 

Prince George ended up settling in France where he married Marie Bonaparte. She was perhaps more famous 

than he was. She was chronically unsatisfied sexually despite 2 children with allegedly homosexual Prince 

George, and many affairs with Princes, Prime Ministers and stablemasters. She began a formal study of the then 

important psychological issue of female  frigidity in conjunction with Sigmund Freud. She studied the sexual 

histories of several hundred women and the physical distance between their clitoris and vagina. She discovered 

the greater the distance the greater chance of frigidity. She published the findings under the pseudonym A. E. 

Narjani in a medical journal. If the distance between the organs was greater than 2.5 centimeters, orgasm was 

difficult to achieve. She thought herself having this condition, she twice attempted corrective surgery.  

Her frigidity remained. 

 



 
 
 

This one is for all our female philatelists 

World Doll Day 

No childhood could have passed without dolls.  Dolls give a child complete happiness and knowledge.  Though 
we had a number of dolls when we were young, only a few remain in our minds forever.  The one which is part 
and parcel of everyone's childhood should deserve a day right?   

Yes, we do have a World Doll Day.  It is celebrated every year on the second Saturday in June since 1986. 

There is an interesting story of how posts/chain letters played a role in commemorating a day for dolls.  Mildred 
Seeley, an avid doll collector, and doll-related entrepreneur thought of having a special day for the dolls.  She 
started sending out letters asking people to participate in the doll day and requested each person who have 
received the letter to spread the word to 5 more people.  This spread like a wildfire and the very first world doll 
day was celebrated on June 14, 1986. 

Can you believe that dolls have been around since 2000BC?  Archeologists found the oldest dolls in Egyptian 
tombs.  Thereafter dolls have been made from several materials like wood, clay, porcelain, leather, cloth, met-
als, plastics, nuts, and even bones. Inuit make dolls from soapstone and bone, dressed in fur. 

In India, we have an International Doll Museum in New Delhi, our capital city. Celebrated political cartoonist, 
K. Shankar Pillai received a doll as a gift from the Hungarian ambassador.  Since then, he became passionate 
about collecting dolls. This museum was founded by him in 1965, with over 6500 dolls from over 85 countries. 

What is your favorite doll?  It's time to cherish them. 

The below stamp is issued by India Post in the year 2010. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildred_Seeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mildred_Seeley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shankar%27s_International_Dolls_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K._Shankar_Pillai


THE PLATINUM CELEBRATION IN STAMPS OF THE REIGN OF 

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II (1952 – 2022) 

 

    

   

 


