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The IGY and Me 
An introduction to my topical stamp collection and blog 

Find this slide show at https://tinyurl.com/4mkx67xk 

Find my blog at https://internationalgeophysicalyear.blogspot.com/ 

or google “The IGY and me” 1 
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https://internationalgeophysicalyear.blogspot.com/
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Outline of this presentation 



 How did I work up to my current collections? 

Childhood stamp collection 
 
 
Was a school child during and after the International Geophysical Year 
 
 
Studied physics (1968-72) and geophysics (1974-82), 
and taught geophysics at F&M for 33 years 
 
 
Wanted to start a collection of something(?), early 2000s 
 
 
Anticipated the semicentennial of the IGY in 2007 
 
 
Started a blog about the IGY and my collection, 2020 
 (https://internationalgeophysicalyear.blogspot.com/) 
 

WTTG tv   
1958-61 
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 Blogging 

Previous blogs 

Shaking Earth, for  the Lamont-Doherty Cooperative Seismographic Network (Oct. 2008 - May 2011, ≈9/month) 

 

SAS Bulletin Online, for the Society for Archaeological Sciences (Jan. 2009 - June 2011, ≈5/month) 

 

Why I started “The IGY and Me” 

 

desire to share and educate 

 

not planning to exhibit 

 

Julie and Julia (2009) - Julie Powell and Julia Child 

 

My principles of blogging 

 

frequency   length 

 

links    pics 

 

tangents   personal 

 

Current blog model - summarising articles of the IGY Bulletin (1957-1965, 96 issues, 16 pages, 5 articles) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRK7VXQl-k&t=10s 

https://shakingearth.blogspot.com/
https://socarchsci.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRK7VXQl-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRK7VXQl-k&t=10s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRK7VXQl-k&t=10s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozRK7VXQl-k&t=10s


What was the IGY? 
18 months, July 1, 1957 - Dec. 31, 1958, to encompass solar maximum 

67 countries employing 10,000 scientists at 2,000 global research stations 

Maybe $20 billion in today’s dollars 

The IGY was also the 3rd Int’l Polar Year, after 1882 and 1932, and before 2007 

 
“The International Geophysical Year (IGY) was perhaps the most ambitious and at the same time the most successful cooperative 

enterprise ever undertaken by man. The IGY was a scientific year. It was a year when men [sic] of sixty-seven nations agreed to 

observe the earth over its whole surface, simultaneously, and with precise instruments designed to the same standards so that the 

changing phenomena enveloping the earth could be caught and described in their full global sense." 

     (Lloyd Berkner, President, International Council of Scientific Unions; Forward to IGY: The Year of the New Moons; 1961) 

“The International Geophysical Year is remembered as a remarkably 

successful cooperative scientific effort of worldwide simultaneous 

geophysical observations, which created new forms of international 

scientific collaboration and organizational infrastructure for large-

scale data-driven research … Occurring at the time of the Cold War, 

the IGY transcended national and professional boundaries, created 

new forms of international scientific collaborations, and produced 

valuable scientific data and results.” 

     (Aronova et al., 2010, Big Science and Big Data in Biology: From 

the International Geophysical Year through the International 

Biological Program to the Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) 

Network, 1957–Present) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzOzNSB5iNY 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzOzNSB5iNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzOzNSB5iNY


Fields of study of the IGY 

14 designated areas for scientific pursuits during the IGY: 

 

1. World Days and communications 

2. meteorology 

3. geomagnetism (discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts) 

4. aurora and airglow 

5. ionosphere 

6. solar activity 

7. cosmic rays 

8. longitudes and latitudes 

9. glaciology (exploration and study of Antarctica) 

10.oceanography 

11.rockets and satellites (plans to launch satellites by U.S. and USSR) 

12.seismology 

13.gravity 

14.nuclear radiation 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 

All items shown in this presentation are 

from my personal collection. 

The “centerpiece” of my IGY collection 

is the U.S. commemorative postage 

stamp issued during the IGY. 

Scott catalog listing for the IGY stamp 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 

● Fourth U.S. stamp (after Scott 1094 Old Glory, 

1096 Magsaysay, and 1098 whooping cranes) 

printed using the engravure/intaglio method by 

the Giori Press, which allowed for simultaneous 

application of two or three differently colored 

inks.  

 

● One of the last three U.S. stamps issued with a 

3¢ denomination. The rate for first-class postage 

had been unchanged since 1932, but went to 4¢ 

on August 1, 1958, (the longest interval in U.S. 

postal history with no rate change). 

 

● Issued one day after my 8th birthday. 
 

 

Scott 1107 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 

Originally planned for release on Dec. 31, 

1958 (last day of IGY). Rate increased 

from 3¢ to 4¢ on Aug. 1, 1958. 

Modeled by Charles 

Chickering and William 

Schrage, BEP 

Designed by Ervine 

Metzl 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - design 

The solar portion of the stamp image 

looks more like a solar prominence than 

a solar flare, which is more linear. 

Scott 1107 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXzFgqQw6T8&t=3s 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXzFgqQw6T8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXzFgqQw6T8&t=3s


The U.S. IGY stamp - design 

Maxicard first day cover, showing The Creation of Adam 

Scott 1107 

Frescoes by Michelangelo 

on the ceiling of the Sistine 

Chapel 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - first day of issue 
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Ervine Metzl, U.S. IGY stamp designer 
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“one of the sorriest continuing 

exhibitions of the poster art in 

America today is made up of the 

parade of bad drawings and 

impossible ideas that decorate 

the U.S. postage stamp... Most 

of these stamps appear to have 

been contrived out of nothing 

good for a committee without 

taste or any notion of all of what 

makes a postage stamp dress up 

a letter.” 

 

Fairfax M. Cone 

(American advertising executive) 

Introduction to The Poster 



Ervine Metzl - Stamps designed, 1957-1958 

Shipbuilding 

Scott 1095; 1957 

co-designers: Marguerite 

Thompson Zorach, A.M. Main 

Jr, George F. Cary II 

350th anniversary of America’s 

commercial shipbuilding 

industry. See Charles Posner’s 

article in The American 

Philatelist, April 2022. 

Lafayette birth bicentennial 

Scott 1097; 1957 

International 

Geophysical Year 

Scott 1107; 1958 

U.S. participation in 

the IGY 

Lincoln-Douglas 

Debate centenary 

Scott 1115; 1958 
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Ervine Metzl - Stamps designed, 1959-1960 

Scott 1146; 1960    VIII Olympic Winter Games, Palisades Tahoe (nee Squaw Valley), 

CA  

Scott 1149; 1960    United Nations’ World Refugee Year  

Scott 1173; 1960    Communications for Peace, Echo 1 satellite (8/12/1960) 

      First U.S. satellite stamp! 

Lincoln Sesquicentennial Series  

Scott 1113; 1959

  

Scott 1114; 1959

  

Scott 1116; 1959
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Checklists on IGY stamps 

A.M. Hodson, 1958, 15 p. 

Stamps and cancellations 18 



Checklists on IGY stamps 
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Checklists on IGY stamps and covers 

https://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/igy.htm 
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Garry Toth and Don Hillger 

https://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/dev/hillger/igy.htm


Checklist on IGY covers 

Mellone’s Specialized Cachet Catalog of First Day Covers 

of the 1950s (thank you, APS Library) 21 



Articles on international IGY 
stamps and covers 

Topical Time, Jan.-

Feb. 2020, p. 22-29 

 

 

American Philatelist, Feb. 2007, p. 138-146 

Also The 1958 IGY stamp, First Days, Sept. 

1, 2008, p. 51-56. 

Astrophile, v. 52, #299, 2007, p. 155-164 
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IGY stamps and covers 
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Neighbor and McCaskey student Lucie de Syon has 

been helping me scan and catalog my stamps and 

covers. 

 

Epson Perfection V600 Photo scanner. 

 

The poster is from a set of 6 published by the National 

Academy of Sciences published in 1956 for the IGY. 

This poster is an original, and I have an original of the 

booklet. The posters themes are: Earth; Oceans; 

Poles; Space; Sun & Earth; Weather & climate.  

 

You can download the booklet and posters at this link. 

 

My collection has a variety of technical books, popular 

books, magazines, music, movies and other 

miscellanea.  

http://nasonline.org/about-nas/history/archives/milestones-in-NAS-history/international-geophysical-year-files/igy-picture-galleries/planet-earth.html


All my IGY stamps 
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Argentina Cuba Japan 

Australian Antarctic Territory Czechoslovakia Netherlands Antilles 

Belgium Dominican Republic New Zealand (Ross Dependency) 

British Antarctic Territory East Germany North Korea 

British Falkland Islands Ecuador Norway 

British South Georgia and the South 

Sandwich Islands 

Finland Peru 

Bulgaria France Poland 

Canada French Southern and Antarctic Lands 

(TAAF) 

Soviet Union 

Chile Haiti United States 

China Hungary Yugoslavia 

Colombia Indonesia 



All my IGY stamps - 1 
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All my IGY stamps - 2 
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All my IGY stamps - 3 
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All my IGY stamps - 4 
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All my IGY stamps - 5 
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All my IGY stamps - 6 
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Major accomplishments of the IGY 
1. Launching of the first  

artificial satellites 

31 

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-

satellites-timeline 

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/an-early-history-of-satellites-timeline


Major accomplishments of the IGY 
1. Launching of the first artificial satellites 

32 



Major accomplishments of the IGY 
2. Discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts 
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Kármán line 
ionosphere 

Van Allen's first map of the radiation belts, showing the 

inner and outer zones of high count rate. The contours 

are labeled by the count rate of a Geiger counter. 

1 Earth radius = 6400 km 



Major accomplishments of the IGY 
2. Discovery of the Van Allen radiation belts 
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Major accomplishments  
of the IGY 
3. Antarctic/polar studies 
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U.S. IGY Bases 

Amundsen-Scott South Pole (1956) 

Byrd (1957) 

Ellsworth (1957) 

Wilkes (1957) 

Hallett (1956) 

McMurdo (1956) 

Little America V (1956) 



Major accomplishments of the IGY 
3. Antarctic/polar studies 
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People of the IGY 
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People of the IGY 
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IGY stamp one-page exhibit, 2021 

19 countries that issued stamps during the IGY 

1 July 1957 - 31 Dec. 1958 

 

My submission this year was for my other 

collection, on United States earthquakes 
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How I buy 

In the old days …  

Timbromania,1984, WPSX-TV (YouTube) 

 

these days … eBay 

   saved searches generate daily emails 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LWFMujwCg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LWFMujwCg0


IGY Albums 
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IGY Albums 
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IGY Albums 
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from Official Jascha Heifetz YouTube channel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUfVOUIe610
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6bAa6-2EO6wMVCPc2SJIig


IGY “anthem” - I.G.Y., by Donald Fagen (1982) 

Standing tough under stars and stripes, we can tell 

This dream's in sight 

You've got to admit it 

At this point in time that it's clear 

The future looks bright 

 

On that train, all graphite and glitter 

Undersea by rail 

Ninety minutes from New York to Paris 

Well, by '76 we'll be A-OK 

 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 
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Alive In America tour (1994), Houston 
Featuring Donald Fagen and Walter Becker 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0_KYtmVKI


IGY anthem 

Get your ticket to that wheel in space while there's 

time 

The fix is in 

You'll be a witness to that game of chance in the sky 

You know we've got to win 

 

Here at home we'll play in the city 

Powered by the sun 

Perfect weather for a streamlined world 

There'll be spandex jackets, one for everyone 

 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0_KYtmVKI


IGY anthem 

On that train, all graphite and glitter 

Undersea by rail 

Ninety minutes from New York to Paris 

(More leisure for artists everywhere) 

 

A just machine to make big decisions 

Programmed by fellas with compassion and vision 

We'll be clean when their work is done 

We'll be eternally free, yes, and eternally young 

 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 

What a beautiful world this will be 

What a glorious time to be free 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di0_KYtmVKI


   

 
● My collecting instinct is being satisfied. The IGY topic sounds narrow, but there is plenty of 

what George Carlin might have called “stuff,” and it is a challenge to sleuth it out. 
 

● I’ve learned a lot about the IGY 
 

● and a lot about philately 
 

● My blog helps me satisfy an instinct to educate, even though my audience is quite small. 
 

● I’ve become less shy about reaching out to people whose work has some relationship to mine, 
and find they are almost always glad to share their expertise. 
 

● And even though I’ve not been so active in the Lancaster stamp club, I can see from the work 
that you all talk about every month that there is some common endeavor here that we all derive 
pleasure from, for ourselves, and to share with each other. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Some reflections 
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Thanks for your patience 
 

Q&A, Comments, Suggestions 
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Major accomplishments of the IGY 
1. Launching of the first artificial satellites 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 

The APS Research Library provided a 

page from the 2020 Durland Standard 

Plate Number Catalog, which lists the 

plate numbers used for the printing of 

each U.S. stamp.  

 

The numbers used for Scott #1107 

were 25978, 25985, 25990, 25993, 

and 26010.  

 

I have each of those numbered blocks 

in my collection, a complete matched 

set. 
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The U.S. IGY stamp - Scott 1107 

Highest resolution picture of sun ever taken, 

(https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/202

2/03/The_Sun_in_high_resolution), 83-

megapixels. Taken from half way between Earth 

and the Sun, it was created on March 7, 2022 by 

the camera onboard the European Space 

Agency’s Solar Orbiter spacecraft. 

Scott 1107 
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https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2022/03/The_Sun_in_high_resolution
https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2022/03/The_Sun_in_high_resolution


People of the IGY 
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Some other favorites 
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Geo-philately: Earth Sciences on Postage Stamps 
Workshop at the Northeast Section of the Geological Society of America meeting 

19 March 2022 

1. Introduction by Rob Sternberg 
 
2. Featured speaker 1, Garry Toth  

part 1 – Atmosphere, weather, and climate on stamps 
part 2 – Space weather on stamps 

 
3. Featured speaker 2, Fred Haynes 

Minerals on stamps 
 
4. Mini-presentations. 

Scott Tiffney, Director of Information Services and Librarian at the American 
          Philatelic Research Library 

Rob Sternberg - Earthquakes on stamps 
 

Video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP9WB04X2EI 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IP9WB04X2EI

