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Wafers Seals on U.S. Folded Letters
and Envelopes, 1840 01860s

By Charles J. DiComo, PhD | charlesdicomo@gmail.com | ©2021
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1 When writing letters was primarily reservedfor Royalty,
the customwasto sealletters with wax usinghandheld,
wooden& brasssealerqdbelow.

Introduction o Wax and Sealers

} In Englandfter 1635 whenthe PostOffice wasno longer
servingonly the Royaltythe upper classedook up that
sealingnethod:>

1¢Early Wafer Sedls by AGroteh, MD, THé American Stamp Dealer & Collector, pp&&Varch 2009.
20Waf er Seal s i n t he,bBrethuvH.Graen oD, TiRecAmeritan Steamp Dedler & Colléctsrnpp-$2January 2012.
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The Wafer Seal is Developed

} Eventually, transparent (and nrtmansparent)waferseals
were developed as a solution to sealing letters.

} They were small (~15x12 mm), symmetricalyaped
pieces of colored paper, gummed on the reverse.

DoYou EverThink of Me  Procrastination is the  Friendship Love & Truth
Thief of Time

1 Initially popular in Britain, they depicted a wide array of
Images, initials, mottos, phrases and scenery.

} They eventually made their way to the U.S. in late 1830s.

Forever
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Transparent Motto Wafers Envelope:
Housed the gummed sheets, circa 1840

Measures:
145 x 78 mm
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Transparent Motto Wafers  Envelope:
Blue Design on glossy outer on bond

Manufacturer
unknown
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Sheets of Gummed Wafer Seals:
Came in Wafer Envelope 0 Gold on Blue

Absent
But Not
Forgotten

Procrastination
Is The Thief
Of Time

Accept
10,000
Thanks
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Sheets of Gummed Wafer Seals:
Came in Wafer Envelope 0 Gold on Red

Forget
And
Forgive

| Bear The AT
Hopes of That Ends
Many Well

We Cannot
Recall The
Past

Fear Not
But Trust
In
Providence
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ASheet measures:
65 x 52 mm
AWafers measure
~13 x 10 mm



Near Complete Sheet, circa 1858
Multicolored Scenes on gummed paper
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Top Half of Multicolored  Sheet:
Hope, Affection, Forever, From A Fr I en
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Bottom Half of Multicolored Sheet:
Accept, ForgetMe Not, Fr 1 endshi p
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A Sampling of Folded Letter Sheets
& Envel ope dg0:1 81680400s0 s

Ungummed Envelope when
closed measures 125x50 mm

0Outside of the Mai MissMirianfAtleo, RahBR@eo detskyy. n N
Two page letter enclosed sent from friend Amdiligeril Stationery byAddenbrooke
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Strike While The Iron Is Hot

Philipians, Chapt. 1. Verse 3.

>/ *'MW""'\ 's'.
 WHILE T HE IR

OPHILIPIANS,
Chapt. 1.Verse 36

This seal is affixed
to the letter
interior below
sender s

ol thank my God
every time |
remembeyoud
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oStrike While The Iron Is Hot 6 on reverseof 12873 mm Letter Sheet25 MAY 1847,
Stamplesss 656 centsrate - Whitefield,NH to oMs. JonathaRossSt JohnsbupyTo.
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Hope Deferred &c.

Post Offic&Villimantic CT

{6 ‘ e w’f

o ) 4 o —
.M (/~1LLZ / 7(/5 ?ﬂ
™ » (,} ! /yc /%h

o~

" go 1f //
\ ‘\6
0\/ ~

}’Y leose /,_,,,W,/ Wi s mw/ma

~

Red OWILLIMANTIC 10 MAY CT 6 CDS and large
hollow 0V6 (5¢ rate) to S Andover In S Andover was
forwarded,where clerk struck red GANDOVER MAY
11 Ms.6 CDS andlarge0106 ms oForwd 6 + 056 added
OBr ooNcYd y n

The blue crayon 018496 added upon receipt in NY. In
manuscriptat bottom,0Pleaséorwardhisimmediatedy
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Forget Me Not

Old NYC Post Office 1850

oForget Me Not 6 on the reverse
of a 12%72 mm Folded Letter
Sheetl NOV 1848

Stamplessb cts.0 rate from New
York City to oMiss Mary E
WashburnCare of Mr. J Washburn,
LymeNewHampshir@
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What News?

A Tavern, Philadelphia

owhat news? on reverse of 14382 mm
envelopecgircal8471851

Stamples® Dr ® p t feod Philadelphiawvith
prominent strike of blue, doublecircle 620
addressedo oMissAnnieAshCareof Mr. George
W.Ash194 N. SixthSt Phila
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Old Friends & True Friends

Main St., New Berlin, PA

00ld Friends & True Friendsd with musicalscale
on reverseof 13275 mm envelopel5JUL185Q

Stamplessns 066 rate from New Berlin,PAto oH.M.
North EsqColumbid A

Docketingon reverseflap oR e duidyt8 1850 Thursday
A n s Mohdbg

} 16 Charles J. DiComo, PhD | charlesdicomo@gmail.com | ©2021



Time Flies

ofime Flies6 on reverse of 13276 mm Ladies

‘ envelope,circa185Q

Stamplessdsd rate from Wilmington, DE to oOMiss
- Rebecc6riffith, ChesteCountyPA.
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oFondly, and With Affection Be True 6 on
reverseof 108x61 mm Ladiesenvelopecircal85Q

Stamplessvith green6THORNDIKE FEB 14(5)
MS6 CDS and matchingobo rate under manuscript
026 from Thorndike, MA to oMr. ArtemasHaynes,
PalmebDepotMass.
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Remember | Love Has Eyes
and Fra ye ken Wha

S c ot Frams/du KnowWho 6

oRemember 6 gLove Has Eyesd & oFra ye ken whao on reverse of 13276 mm envelope,circa 185Q
Stamplesel06 doublerate + 0PAID 6 from NashvilleTN to oMrs GeorgeVait, CareofWait & Vernorlbany\.Y6
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From A Friend

LancasteCity, PA
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oFrom a friend 6 on reverseof 1482 mm Ladies
envelope,red sealinglisc,circal185Q

Stamples®b0 rate from LancastePAto oMr. M.M.
JeaklgNo. 258 Baltimoré&t BaltimoréviDo
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From Home.

The Generddeasle

blrndips H Kokl
Hooorid)
F e
£ » S " 17-.1 ] o
e b | oFrom home .6 on the reverse of a 12%69 mm
b s st ,- envelope,circal852
G5 S . | #11A tied by blued C 0 n c&dMordreal JUN23 RR6
/%/, "M sl CDS,addresgo o0Charle$l. RobertsoKeeneN.H.6
¥ ’@ 1106 elle 1\‘...\_ = )
[ ‘ p 2
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Then Youol | Re me mbe

Newcastle, DE

-
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orhen Yo u 6Rermember Med on reverse of
11%66 mm Ladiesenvelopegircal 853

- Stamplesswith circular blue arced 60 P a pveréa3o
from Newcastle DE to oMissMaryH. VoorheeSixMile
RunSomersefounty\ewJersay
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Forget Me Not

Post Officd&ranklin, NY
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oForget Me Not 6 on reverse of 111x71 mm
Ladiesnvelopecircal854

#11A tied by black 25 AUG-dated CDS from
FranklinN.Y. to oMissMary Hyer Ravenswoodong
IslandN.Y.0
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Remembrance

Fish Malt House, Batavia

T
WA ‘S. POSTACGTL]

7
& ORemembrance 6 in multicolored floral bouquet
_I on reverse of 10&64 mm Ladies envelope,
"1 circal858
} | #26 tied blue DEC 29 CDS from BataviaN.Y. to
g OMr. SylvestdB. TayloBristolGraftonCao,N.H6
i
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For Ever

Dock Square, Boston 1860

oFor Ever6 with Hearts, Flowers & Arrow on
reverseof 11562 mm Ladiesenvelopecircal863

#65 tied by black segmentedcork, entered mails
January29 from Boston,MASSto oMissLillaPease,
ClintonMassb
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