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Tonightõs Presentations 

ÂA thumbnail sketch of WWI, a timeline 

ÂThemes and topics of the war 

ÂA representation of WWI postcards, vintage and 

reproductions 

ÂOtheré 

ÂA war that changed everything 



Timeline I  
Â 1805: Traflgar-1705 

Â 1839: Treaty of London guaranteeing Belgium neutrality 

Â 1870-1871Franco-Prussian War with RFõs loss of Alsace Lorraine 

Â 1905 German Schlieffen Plan for a successful two front war 

Â Russia in Revolution +/- 1905é 

Â 1912-13 The 3rd Balkan War 

Â 1912: France: Plan 17 for Alsace Lorraine 

Â Alliances: RF and Russia; Austria and Germany 

Â 28 June 1918-Arch Duke assassinated in Sarajevo. 

Â Austriaõs ultimatum to Serbia and Russia mobilizes 

Â Germany mobilizes; Schlieffen plan to the west 

Â Whereõs the UK, the BEF? Belgium, The scrap of paper 

 



(U.S.) Timelines-II  

Â1915 The sinking of the Lusitania; U.S. deaths 

Â1917 The Zimmerman Telegram 

Â1917 Resumption of unrestricted submarine 

warfare 

Â1917 7th April Wilson declares war Vs. Germany 

Â It is said that the U.S. army at the time was the 

size of that of Belgium! 



Timelines-III  
Â 1914: Serbia, Frontiers (RFõs Plan-17), The Schlieffen plan, 

Tannenburg, Mons, The Marne, 1st Ypres,  Falklands (SA), Africa 

Â 1915: Gallipoli-Dardanelles,  2nd Ypres (Poison Gas) 

Â 1916: Verdun, The Somme, Jutland, Brusilov Offensive  

Â 1917: Lenin smuggled into Russia; U.S. enters the war; Treaty of 

Breast Litovsk, RF Strike, Arab Ottoman Revolt, 3rd Ypres, 

Passchendaele 

Â 1918: Kaisarschlacht, Meuse-Argonne, Belleau Wood, Cambrai 

Communist effect, Lys, German Revolution 

Â Monday, 11 November 1918-Armistice; UK Blockade of 

Germany continues; Kaiser Wilhelm II flees to Holland 

Â 1918-1919 Paris Peace Conference, Versailles 

Â Remapping of many country boarders 

 

 





Timelines-IVédonõt forget 
ÂMiddle East 

ÂEastern Front 

ÂCarpathians 

ÂMesopotamia 

ÂChina, Japan 

ÂWestern Pacific 

ÂAfrica 

ÂSouth America 

Âé 

 

 



A Few Long-lasting Results 

Â End of several monarchies 

Â Decline in European colonialism 

Â Austria Hungary & Germany reduced 

Â Balfour Declaration for a home for Israel 

Â Rebirth of Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 

Â YugoslaviaċMacedonia, Montenegro, Croatia Slovenia, others  

Â Russian Civil War, Russo-Polish War  

Â Japan entrenched in Western Pacific (Marianas, Marshalls, 

Carolinas and German colonies in China) With ramifications for 

Sino-Japanese war , WWII, and the coming of Communism in 

China 

Â U.S. emerges as a world power 

 



A Free Association of Topics 

·Trenches  ·Cinema & Drama  ·Ultimatums  

·Exit strategies  ·Diet  ·Over the top  ·mail  

·Photography  ·Newsreels  ·Propaganda  ·Q-

Ships ·Alliances-formed & broken  ·Change in 

governments  ·War guilt  ·A 25 year armistice  

·Anti-Semitism  ·Submarine warfare  ·The ten 

languages of Austria-Hungary  ·Paris super-guns 

·Herbert Hoover feeds Belgian children  ·The 

Red Barron  ·Armenian genocide  ·Transatlantic 

communication  ·Political disruption  ·Chaplains  

·Working dogs  ·Music & Song  ·Technology  

  

 



·Aeroplanes  ·Logistics  ·Poison Gas  

·Conscription  ·Prostitution  ·Conscription 

·Colonialism  ·Tanks  ·Medicine & Surgery  

·Flame throwers  ·Poetry & ·Literature 

·Unexploded ordinance  ·Machine guns  ·The 

Home Fronts  ·Ammunition  ·Bond  Drives 

·Internment camps  ·Passivism  ·Amphibious 

assaults  ·Forestry & deforestation  ·Venereal 

disease  ·New countries  ·Uniforms  ·Nation States  

·Flags  ·Patriotism  ·White Feathers ·Rest & 

Relaxation  ·Field Hospitals  ·Cemeteries  ·Red 

Cross ·Stretcher Bearers  ·Tunnels  ·Graves 

Registration  ·Entertainment at the Front  

·Trains/Railroads  ·Gramophones/recordings  

·Dog fights   



·Prisoners of  War  ·Zeppelins  ·Hunger  ·Coastal 

blockades  ·Ersatz  ·Strikes ·Communism  ·YMCA 

·Redrawn ·Borders  ·Mines  ·+40 Countries 

Worldwide  ·Whoõs in charge?  ·Hawks & Doves  

·Biographies  ·Early second thoughts  ·Diplomacy-

Success and Failure  ·Memoirs  ·Sovereignty  

·Diaries  ·War planning  ·The Long Fuse  ·Foreign 

Policy  ·Queen Victoriaõs Grandchildren ·Turkish 

Straits Chokepoint  ·Naval Powers  ·Science & War  

·Race to the Sea  ·Optics  ·Dyes  ·Radio & 

Telegraph  ·Home by Christmas  ·War Memorials  

·Unknown Soldiers  ·Freedom of  the Seas  ·Rights 

of  Neutrals  ·Kulture Vs. Intõl Law Vs. Militarism    



·Science Vs. Humanities  ·Naval Race   ·War art 

·Telephones  ·Christmas Truce  ·Known Only Unto 

God  ·Slave labor  ·The Riddle of  the Sands ·Looting 

& Pillage  ·Carrier Pigeons   ·Lice  ·Historical 

Revisionism  ·Electricity  ·Post War Passivism  

·Trench foot ·Suffrage Publishing  ·Off-coast 

bombardment  ·Leipzig War Crime Trials  

·Victory gardens  ·Anti-submarine warfare  

·Metal drives  ·Magazines & serials   ·Death of  

the circuses  ·Servicemenõs Centers  ·Salvation 

Army ·Wolfpacks  ·Worldwide coaling stations  

·Ossuaries ·Poppies ·The White Feathers 



·Pill Boxes & Bunkers  ·An Underground War  

·Trees & Wood Supply ·Genocide  ·Mud & Rain  

·Cartography & Mapping  ·Benedictine & Brandy 

(Bennies) ·Silver Badges  ·Two Minutes of  Silence 

·W 



Close-up on Diet 

· The army travels on its stomach; Feeding the 

home front? Destruction of  foodstuffs  

· War related changes in harvesting 

· Disruption of  supply chain; Horses drafted 

· Priorities: Soldiers, home front, POWS, laborers 

· Food requisition, commandeering 

· Reduction of  quantity and quality of  food 

· Famine in much of  Europe 

· Half  and quarter rations 

· Malnutrition, starvation rickets, and other 

deprivation disorders 

· Maternal-child health issues 



Close up on Unexploded Ordinance 
· Reliability issues of  the Great War Ammunition 

     Duds, Fuses, and blasting caps 

· Static front with continuous artillery barrages 

Weather, Mud 

Live shells coming to the surface: Especially nasty are 

mustard, chlorine, and phosgene gas shells 

· Danger in farm fields when hit by tractors, Deaths 

· Grants to farmers for òCow Catchersó for their 

tractors 

· Special òIron Harvestingó plants: 1-Explosive shells; 2-

Gas shells 

· Today, still, 910 Tons/year in RF, 1.5-200T/ in 

Belgium* 

*Since 1919, Belgium has lost 20 bomb disposal techs 
 

·  



Why WWI Postcards 
ÂA piece of history in your hand 

ÂMaintain your own museum 

ÂLearn from vintage images and photos 

ÂView the war from a postcard perspective 

ÂExplore postal history (more later) 

ÂSeek personal or family connections 

ÂPractice your foreign languages-for the hearty! 

ÂFigure out the auxiliary markings, censors 

ÂThe price is right 

ÂOpportunities for research and sharing this 

 



Challenges with Postcards 

ÂCondition of the paper; Need care 

ÂFading of the handwriting-Frustrating 

ÂHave a long term plan for your collection 

ÂPostcard messages are often idiomatic 

ÂThis makes reading of foreign languages difficult and 

messages are often of lesser substance than letters 

 



It is more than a postcard 

ÂHistorical documents; written notes 

Â Interesting stamps & postmarks (towns & dates) 

ÂPostal & military history; locations, units, etc.  

ÂMarkers of people, place, and time 

ÂSocial history (i.e. The home front) 

ÂAuxiliary markings 

ÂSoldiers/Sailorõs mail, Feldpost 

ÂCensor stamps and officer signatures 

ÂPOW Notifications  

 



Not to exclude stampsé 



Tidbits -Paying for the War 



Soldiers Mail/Feldpost 



Postcard Vs. a Letter? 





Yesteryears Postcards 

Â Think of them as todays email & texting 

Â There was expedient mail delivery in the olden days 

Â Golden age (Late 1890s into early 20th Century) 

Â Inexpensive for the sender, special postage rate 

Â Gazillians available, mint or used, WWI or other topics 

Â Free postage from (and sometimes to) the front 

Â Limited time to write Ÿ limited message 

Â Some PCs promised a letter to come 

Â PCs were encouraged-easier to censor than letters 

ÂPostcard blasts by unit (Arriving home oné) 



Postcards beyond the war é 
ÂHistory of Germany, RF, (1914-1919)é 

ÂAuthors (i.e. Graves, Sassoon, Remarque) 

ÂPeople (i.e. Kaiser, Clemenceau, Wilson) 

ÂPlebiscites Ÿ WWII 
ÂThe Ruhr, der Rhein 

ÂTown names 

ÂHyperinflation  

ÂArt, architecture 

Âé 


