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William Gates Matches Co., Frankfort, N.Y.

» The Gates friction match factory pre-dated the Civil War and was established in
Frankfort, N.Y., a village on the south side of the Mohawk Valley nine miles east of Utica.

» They issued a number of private die proprietary stamps to meet their needs:

- 1864, 3¢ definitive stamps (#RO87 - Die | and #RO88 - Die Il) were issued through to August 1875
(82,011,990 on old paper and 68,925,725 on silk paper).

> 1865, 3¢ strip stamps (#RO89) printed for packages containing 300 matches, issued through 1876
(20,122,200 on old paper and 13,338,054 on silk paper).

> 1864, 6¢ strip stamps (#RO90) were delivered, issued through to 1871 (434,433 on old paper.)

- 1876, A second design of 3¢ strip stamps (#R091) was issued through to 1877. Unusual design,
three 1¢ stamps (10,309,032 on silk paper).
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» Rarely, some were printed on Experimental Silk paper, which exhibit minute pieces of
silk thread (blue or red) widely scattered within the paper, sometimes only one (1) fiber.
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The 1¢ Black RO88e Die Il W™, Gates Stamp
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1¢ black, central full facing portrait of William Gates surrounded by “U.S. INTER.
REVENUE.”, “Wm. GATES.” and “FRANKFORT, N.Y.” At top “ONE CENT” between two
acanthus ornaments, at bottom “MATCHES” surrounded by numerals “1”. Engraved &

printed as 210 stamps per sheet (14x15) by Carpenter firm, Philadelphia, PA,1864-1875.
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Examination of Paper showing Silk Fibers
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Experimental Silk Characteristics:

» Thicker paper than old paper.

* Printed image appears bolder than on old paper

» Whiter and more fibrous than old paper

« Contains a number of short, embedded thin blue and red fibers.

Adjusted “Color Levels” in
Photoshop to highlight
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