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The Jamestown Settlement 

May 13, 1607 

Susan Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery 



 

The Jamestown Settlement 

Jamestown Forte 

Tobacco  



 

 The Jamestown Settlement 

John Rolfe and Pocahontas 

Nicotiana tabacum  Nicotiana rustica 



 

 

The Jamestown Settlement 

17th Century Tobacco Smoking 



 

 

The Jamestown Settlement 

House of Burgesses 

Jamestown  



 

 

The Jamestown Exposition 



 

 

The Jamestown Tercentennial and Naval and Marine Exhibition 

Mar 3, 1905 Presidential Proclamation 

Roosevelt’s Naval “Big Stick’ 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition 



 

 Exposition Displays & Events 

Panama Canal  Model 

Chesapeake & Ohio F.F.V New York Central Electric 

Battle of Hampton Roads International Naval Parade Regiments on Parade 

Penn R.R. Tunnel 



 

 

U.S. Government Building A 

Tercentennial Exposition 

Post Office Exposition Station & Annex 

U.S. Government 

 Building B 

Postal Inspector's Complimentary Pass 



1893  Columbian 

1898  

 Trans-Mississippi 

1901 

 Pan American 

1904  

Louisiana Purchase 

 

 

Post Office Stamps & Fairs 

1905  Lewis  & Clark Centennial Exposition 



“I have the honor to request that you cause 

to be prepared by the Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing and submitted to this Office 

designs for two postage stamps of 1¢ and 2¢ 

denominations  to be issued in 

commemoration of the founding of the 

colony at Jamestown, Virginia” 

 

 

Post Office Stamps & Fairs 

George B. Cortelyou 

Post Master General 

Arthur M. Travers 

3rd Asst. PMG 



 

 

Post Office Department & Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

The ruined tower of the 1639 Jamestown 

Church; the nave was reconstructed in 1907 on 

the original foundations 

Approved 

Jan 4, 1907  



February 20 1907 

 

 

Post Office Department & Bureau of Engraving and Printing 



 

 

March 11, 1907 

Prepare a 5¢ Stamp 

Approved 

Feb 28, 1907  

Post Office Department & Bureau of Engraving and Printing 



 

 

March 27, 1907 

POD Daily Postal Bulletin  

Prepare for UPU Closed Mails 

Approved 

March 19,  

1907  

Post Office Department & Bureau of Engraving and Printing 



Clair Aubrey Huston 

Designer 

 

 

Designs 



Engravers: 

Edwin M. Hall: Lettering & Numerals 

George W. Rose Jr.: Lettering 

Marcus W. Baldwin:  Portrait & Frames 

Robert Ponickau:  Vignette & Frames 

George G.F. Smillie:  Portrait 

Fred Pauling:  Frames 

 

 

 

Engraving Stamp Dies 



 

 

Unfinished Proofs– Work in Progress master dies 

Essay Progressive Die Proofs 



 

 

Approval Die Proofs 



1903 Roosevelt Presentation Album – Interim Proofs 1915 Panama Pacific Die Proofs 

“Franklin Delano Roosevelt” Die Proofs 

“Hugh M. Southgate” Die Proofs 

 

 

Posthumous Die Proofs 

California Forgery 



 

 

Stamp Production 



 

 

Stamp Production 

Transferer’s Initials 

Printer’s 
Initial 
Marks 

Plate Scratch 

Double Transfer 

Mis-Perforations 



 

 

The Mails 

OFFICE OF THIRD ASS'T P. M. GENERAL, WASHINGTON, D. C, Mar. 28, 1907. 
  

 Postmasters are notified that a special series of stamps in three denominations, to 

commemorate the Founding of Jamestown in 1607, and known as the Commemorative 

Series of 1907, will be issued, beginning April 15, for sale to the public during the term 

of the Jamestown Exposition, from April 26 to November 30, 1907. They must not be 

sold to the public before or after this period. 



 

 

Stamps Issued: April 26, 1907 

One of ten 1¢ and three 2¢ First Day use 

Only First day use with both denominations 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Station Markings 

• Steel die 
• “NORFOLK, VA/EXPOSITION STA.” 
• Barrel killer, containing numeral “1” 
• Earliest Known Use: April 26, 1907 
• Less than 40 examples known 

 

 

Duplex handstamp 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Station Markings 

• Steel die (31mm) handstamp, No killer 
• NORFOLK, VA. REC’D//EXPOSITION STA.” 
• Date, Time & Year in center 
• Less than 15 copies known 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Station Markings 

• Double ring circular date stamp 
• NORFOLK, (EXPOSITION STA.) VA/REGISTERED 
• Date, Time & Year in center 
• Earliest Known Use: 6 May 1907 
• Nine copies known 

Rubber hand stamp 

Of the nine known examples of this registry postmark, three are dated 
May 10, 1907, the first issued date of the Jamestown 5¢ stamp 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Station Markings 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Machine Cancels 

• Steel Circular Date stamp  
• NORFOLK, VA., 7 bar killer EXPOSITON STA. 
• Always seen with “c” (collection) in die space 
• Date, Time in center, Year at bottom 
• Earliest Known Use: April 5, 1907 
• Less than 60 copies known, all on post cards 

International Model L hand powered 

• Steel Circular Date stamp 
• NORFOLK, VA., 7 Horizontal Bar Killer “EXPOSITION STATION” 
• Date, Time  in center, Year at bottom 
• Letter “C” in die space 
• Earliest Known Use: May 3, 1907 
• Most common Expo station cancel 

International Postal Supply Company 
Electric Powered machine 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition 

International Postal Supply Company 
Hand Powered machine 

• Steel Circular Datestamp, NORFOLK, VA. 
• Date, Time in center, Year at bottom. 
• 7 bar killer, 42mm  “P.O.DEP’T. EX.” 

• Letter “C” in die space 
• Two examples known 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Promotional Cancels 

International Postal Supply Company 
Hand powered machine 

• Steel Circular Date stamp, NORFOLK, VA. 
• Date, Time in center, Year at bottom 
• 7 wavy bar killer  
• 1607 JAMESTOWN/CELEBRATION 1907 

• “1907” reads downward 
• In Use: Oct 1906 – Dec 1907 

American Postal Machines Company 
Electric Powered machine 

• Steel Circular Date stamp, NEWPORT NEWS/VA. 
• Date, Time in center, split Year at bottom 
• 7 wavy bar killer  
• 1607 JAMESTOWN/CELEBRATION 1907 

• “1907” reads downward 
• In Use: Jun 1906 – Feb 1908 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition Promotional Cancels 

American Postal Machines Company 
Electric Powered machine 

Steel Circular Date stamp, PORTSMOUTH/VA. 
Date, Time & split Year in center 
7 wavy bar killer  
1607 JAMESTOWN/CELEBRATION 1907 

“1907” reads upward 
In Use: Jul 1906 – Nov 1907 



 

 

The Great White Fleet 



 

 

The Mails 

First Class Letter:  2¢ Post Card: 1¢ 

Third Class Printed Matter: 1¢ per 2 oz. Fourth Class Merchandise: 1¢ per 1 oz. 

Domestic Rate 



 

 

The Mails 

Special Delivery: Fee 10¢ 

Registration: Fee 8¢ 



 

 

The Mail:  

Universal Postal Union 

Letter Rate: 5¢ (25 centimes) per ½ oz. 

1906 Rome UPU Convention    
Rates Effective: Oct 1, 1907 
 

Letter: 

5¢ per full oz., 3¢ add’l oz. 

 

 

UPU Letter – Two times 



 

 

The Mails 

Post Card Rate: 2¢ 

Samples: 2¢ per 4oz  or frac. 
                  1¢ per add’l 2 oz or frac.  

Universal Postal Union 

Printed Matter: 1¢ per 2oz or frac  



 

 

The Mails 

Possessions & Territories 

to Manila, Philippine Islands 

 to the Canal Zone 

Oklahoma Indian Territory 
From Puerto Rico to Spain 



 

 

The Mails 

Treaty Rate 

to Halifax, Canada to Mexico City, Mexico 

to Guantanamo, Cuba 
to Seoul Korea,  

Via U.S. Shanghai Postal Agency 



 

 

The Mails 
Transporting Mail 

“R.F.D.”   Rural Free Delivery RMS/RPO Railway Mail Service 

RMS Marine Division – Lake Michigan RPO Street Car Service – St. Louis 



 

 

Postscript – Stamps Back on Sale 

Mckeel’s Weekly Stamp News 

Feb 22, 1908, Page 6 



 

 

Tercentennial Exposition 

American Postal Machines Company 
 

BOSTON ? 

Six fabricated covers known 



 

 

Post - Postscript 2007 

400th Anniversary of the 

Jamestown Settlement 

May 11, 2007 
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