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#5 of Steven J. Rodôs 10 part series 

 

Herb Trenchardôs article, 1913-1996 
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Todayôs Plan 
ÁWhile todayôs goal is to explore the ephemera of 

the U.S. Internationals, there is also interesting 
background history of these shows to share, and 
some of this is abstracted. 

ÁIn early 20th Cent the U.S. enters big time philatelic 
competition and win awards 

ÁEvolution of the show, the hobby  

ÁVariance in data, location & more over time 

ÁChanges and growth of exhibiting 

ÁCategories, Topics, Judging, FIP 

ÁContributions of USPOD and USPS  

ÁDetailed gallery of the stamps, covers, & 
ephemera of 1956-1976 
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Questions anyone?  
7 

Summer Session Participants: 

Please note that the slides are 

numbered. Refer to these 

numbers if you have questions. 

Iôll try to answer questions at the 

end of the presentation. Feel free 

to contact me at a later date. My 

contact information is on the last 

slide. Paul 



Todayôs Plan 
ÁWhile todayôs goal is to explore the ephemera of 

the U.S. Internationals, there is also interesting 
background history of these shows to share, and 
some of this is abstracted. 

ÁStart with a short review of the start of the U.S. 
IPEX. 

ÁContinue with a brief overview of óephemeraô in 
general and how it fits into both postal ahd 
philatelic items. 

ÁMove on to a quick spree of the eleven IPEXs with 
one page for each expo.  

ÁFollow-up with Part-II, the details of the 1956 
(FIPEX), 1966 (SIPEX), and 1976 (Interphil76) 

ÁQuestions and Comments 
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How the U.S. IPEXs Started? 

ÁInt l Shows in London, Vienna, & Others 

ÁU.S. Philately on the rise; Gaining ground 

among foreign competition and winning 

awards 

Á@ the 1911 APS Conventioné 

ÁCCNY and NY State Stamp Society form the 

Association of Stamp Exhibitors (ASE) 

ÁEstablished 20th February 1912; 800 members by 

1913 

ÁA combo of collectors & dealers to take lead 

ÁJC Morgenthau-President 

ÁJW Scott, Treasurer  
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Evolution of a Name: The IPEx 

Á1913: International 
Philatelic Exhibition 

Á1926: International 
Philatelic Exhibition 

Á1936: Third Int l Phil 
Exhibition (TIPEX) 

Á1947*: Centenary Int l 
Phil Exhibition (CIPEX) 

Á1956: Fifth Int l Phil 
Exhibition (FIPEX)  

Á1966: Sixth Int l Phil 
Exhibition (SIPEX) 

Á1976: Interphil76 

Á1986: AMERIPEX 86 

Á1997*: PACIFIC 97 

Á2006: Washington 2006 
World Phil Exhibition 

Á2016: NY 2016 World 
Stamp Show 

Á2026: Boston World 
Stamp Expo** 

 ** Revised show name as of 4/17 
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* Offered on an off year to 

coincide with the 100th and 

150th  anniversary of the first 

U.S. postage stamp 



Most every event leaves a trail of 
ephemera behind. It is the stuff that is 

often cast aside.  

Once upon a time, a person of vision realized that perhaps a bit of 

money can be made from this material, and she called them 

souvenirs. Sometimes it just comes down to money!  

 

Nevertheless, whether the material is incidentally created or made to 

sell, it is fun to collect. Most of it is relatively inexpensive, much of this 

being free at the time of the event. Being inexpensive does not mean 

that it is easy to come by. A few items can be pricy, but it is the hunt 

that counts. 

 

So what kind of stuff are we talking about? And where does it come 

from: Intôl and other stamp shows, Political conventions, Worldôs Fairs, 

Trade Shows, Sporting events & Academic  and professional 

conventions among others. Itôs everywhere! 

 

Many items in this presentation are from the collection of and the 

NY WSS ó16 Court of Honor exhibit of Steven J. Rod.  

 



Examples of ïIPEX Ephemera 

Some Examples 

ÁPostage Stamps & Stationôy 

ÁCinderellas, Labels, Seals 

ÁPhilatelic Covers 

ÁBusiness Covers & letters 

ÁPrograms, Journals  

ÁSouvenir Sheets 

ÁPosters, Handbills 

ÁShow Catalogues 

 

 

éeven more examples 

ÁPublicity, Flyers, Ribbons 

ÁBanquet Menus, Medals 

ÁTickets  

ÁPasses 

ÁFDC Events 

ÁExhibit prizes, Bourse Lists 

ÁNewspapers, Journals 

ÁSigns, Floor Plans 

 
Further, IPEX-goers may save their airlines tickets, hotel brochures, 

restaurant menus, theatre or sporting event tickets, home-made own 

philatelic items, photographs, local picture postcards, newspapers, & 

maps, and so much more.  

 



1913-New York City 

(L) Pre-Show Publicity in the Philatelic Literature; (R) Planning Committee 



1926-New York City 

(L) 2nd IPEX Banquet Menu; (R) No. 630 White Plains Sheet 



1936-New York City 

čSignature of 3rd Asst. PM, 

C.B. Eilenburger; čPPC of 

Show Opening Distributed at 

Show 

čCIPEX Seal; 

 

ċOpening 

Ceremony 

Invitation 



1947-New York City 

(L) CIPEX Award Plate; (R) FDCs Issued at the Show 



1956-New York City 

(L) 2015 ASD&C featuring FIPEX; (R) 

Ribbon 
Above-Show Labels 



1966-Washington, DC 

(L) Image of SIPEX Exhibition Jury; (R) Stamps and Souvenir Sheet 



1976-Philadelphia 

(L) NY Times, 2 May ô76 and Passport; (R) FDC & Sweden Souvenir 



1986-Chicago (Rosemont) 

(L-Top) Tickets, (L-Bottom) USPS Booklet; (R) Stamps from 7 ïIPEXs 



1997-San Francisco 

First Day Ceremony Program: (L) Closed; (R) Exploded 



2006-Washington, DC 

(L) Germany Cover at Washôn 2006;  (R) 1st Day of Issue for 3 Ceremony Covers  



2016-New York City 

(Above) A 2012 commercial letter during 

the planning of the NY World Stamp Show 

Thank you 

Steven J.- 

Show Stamps and 

Lancopex Cancel 

        (Cropped) 



1956 FIPEX in New York City 

ÁDates: 28 April-6 May 1956 

ÁConstruction delay in 5/55 

ÁShow originally scheduled to start on 3 March 1956.  

 (Almost two months late) 

ÁHeld at New York Coliseum ï Opened 28 April 1956 

ÁEighth Avenue and 58th to 60th Streets (Columbus Circle) 

ÁTwo city blocks 

ÁAKA 312 W. 58th Street 

Á$35M-One of the most expensive in the world 

ÁHours: 10 AM to 10 PM across nine (9) days 

ÁAttendance Estimates: 200-250K 

Á(Must question reliability of attendance estimates) 

ÁSponsored by Association of Stamp Exhibitors (5th time) 

ÁGreat pre-publicity as with previous Internationals  
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Photo and USPOD Stamp Image 

of the New York Coliseum 

The ó56 IPEX was selected as one of the three (3) 

inaugural coliseum events because of its international 

flair given the presence of foreign governments from 

all over the world. 
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The New York Coliseum 

ÁReplaced Grand Central Palace of past 

three shows 

ÁGrand Opening: 28th April 

ÁEscalator-first time for an IPEX 

ÁFour Floors-for 4 Conventions 

ÁFacility Footprint: 9 Football Fields 

ÁFIPEX had top two floors 

Á143K Sq. Feet 

Á25% > CIPEX in1947 

ÁShared with NY Auto and Photo Shows 

ÁCost: $35M (World record) 

ÁIndoor Parking for 850 cars 

ÁAir conditioned 

ÁTwo  (2) full city blocks 

ÁOpening delayed from 3rd March 
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For what itôs worthé 
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FIPEX stamp used as an illustration of the Coliseum  on Wikipedia 



For Collectors and Stampless 

Others 

Á3/56 Opening of Broadway's hit show 

My Fair Lady 

ÁGreyline Bus Tours 

ÁCircleline around Manhattan Island 

ÁMore than ten (10) other hospitality 

packages for collectors and families 

ÁNYC Sporting events (3 MLB teams) 
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U.S.P.O.D. at FIPEX-I 

ÁUsed 10K Square feet of space 

Á16 main sales windows allowing for lines up to 100 feet! 

ÁLong lines most of the eight days 

ÁSpecial USPOD Exhibits (Live and living displays) 

ÁA Stamp is Born with the BEP 

ÁMoving the Mail 

ÁA Paper Making Machine with Hammersmith (A 
working model) 

ÁWatrmarking 

ÁEthel McCoyôs 1901 Pan American Issues with 
Inverts 

ÁUSPOD issued its greatest numbers of items to date 
(n=4) 
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Four USPOD Issues (#1) 
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Four USPOD Issues (#2) 
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Four USPOD Issues (#3) 
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Four USPOD Issues (#4) 
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FIPEX Stamps from Liberia 
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FIPEX Exhibits 
ÁJudges: 51 U.S. and Foreign 

Á2nd Opinion: 45 including 28 from U.S. 

ÁCompetitive Exhibitors: 482 (41 had Multiple exhibits) 

ÁCompetitive Frames: 2321 

ÁExhibits limited to five (5) frames and three (3) albums 

ÁSome exceptions, as 11 exhibits had >20 frames 

ÁFewer albums on exhibit than in previous shows 

Á(WSS NYô16 was limited to eight frames and no albums) 

ÁSame classes of exhibits as ó36 and ó47 but no Class of 

Honor 

Stamps from any exhibit class of could win the Grand 

Trophy 

ÁGrand Prize-Uruguay (First foreign exhibitor to win Grand) 

ÁBest of 19th and 20th Century U.S. Exhibits were won by 

women 
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Other Special FIPEX Exhibits 

Á 1¢ British Guiana of 1856 ($100K, long lines!) 

Á Bureau of Engraving and Printing 

Á National Philatelic Museum of Philadelphia 

Á De La Rue Printers 

Á USPOD 

ÁIntôl Salon with special exhibits by 60 foreign Postal 
Administrations.  

Á Hall of Color 

ÅSmithsonian Collection: First time out of D.C. 

ÅFull frame of the rarest die proofs, and more 

ÅFDRôs Stamp Design Sketches 

Å Special youth exhibit competition by Jacque Minkus of 
Gimbels 

 

 



The Bourse 

ÅDealers Booths: 121 @ $650 each 

Å(Thatôs $6127 in 2020 dollars) 

ÅLargest-4 single booths: Washington 

Press (RIP 2016*) 

ÅTriples: Gimbel's Stamp Store and The 

H.E. Harris Co. 

ÅDouble: Scott Coin & Stamp 
 

 



FIPEX Show Program 

Image from Trenchard 
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Besides the details of the exhibits, jury, and all, 

the catalogue contains many advertisements for 

dealers, FDCs, show leaders, supplies, 

exhibition rules, ASE membership, auction 

information, local entertainment, and much 

more. 

Of interest is that the coverage of the bourse 

was  minimal. On the last page was the listing 

of dealers by number which corresponded to 

the floor map! It was ¾ of the page! 

An addendum included a list (n=40) of names 

and addresses of all the NYC and metropolitan 

area businesses which displayed postage 

stamps in their windows to commemorate the 

FIPEX  show. These included banks, 

bookstores, specialty shops, department stores, 

and a host of others. 



A vertical stack of 11 catalogues 
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Whatôs wrong with this picture? 
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A horizontal stack of IPEX cats-II 

ÁYear         Pages 

Á1913 80 

Á1926 288 

Á1936 248 

Á1947 184 

Á1956 180a 

Á1966 194 

ÁContinued 

Á1976  268 

Á1986b    346+54 

Á1997(Linnôs)c  120 

Á1997 (Congress)c     172d 

Á2006  336 

Á2016  320 

 

 

a-Includes four (4) pages of Addenda/Errata 
b-Last 54 pages are un-numbered advertising 
c-Two versions of Catalogue: 1) Linnôs; 2-Am Phil Congress 
d-172 pages of IPEX+228 Pgs. of Congress items ($35) 



FIPEX Working Floor Plan 41 



Daily Publicity; Lounge Ribbon 42 


