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Censorship of civilian Mail during was practiced by 
virtually all combatant countries.  This presentation will 
focus on the German efforts to control virtually all mail 
coming into and going out of the country, as well as any 
mail in transit going through Germany:

ÅVery short history of censorship
ÅGerman censorship plans
ÅBasic methods and tools for censorship
ÅThe first Censorship stations Berlin & Königsberg
ÅGlimpses at the expanded system



Why Censorship?  

ά¢ƻ ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǎǇȅƛƴƎΣ ǎŀōƻǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ 
and to secure information about the enemy by the 
ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƭΦέ 

ά!ƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ 
costs German blood.  Any information about the enemy 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƛƭ ǎŀǾŜǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ ōƭƻƻŘΦέ
(Riemer, p. 6)



Censorship 
during Boer 
War 1901  
Cover from 
Cape of 
Good Hope 
to Ulm, 
Germany



Censorship during WW I

Letter from Patterson, N.J. to 
Berlin dated March 28, 1916 
which was censored by the 
French military.  Letter going 
the Hilfsvereinder 
DeutschenJuden(Aid 
Society of German Jews), 
founded in 1901 to improve 
the social and political 
conditions of Jews in Eastern 
Europe. 



World War I German 
Military Censorship

Berlin to Sweden 1918 ς
Opened by military per 
rules of war ςBerlin O 17 
on 8 Jan 1918



Currency Control

Germany imposed 
strict control over 
import and export 
of currency in 1933.  
The purpose was 
not censorship of 
letter content.  The 
dates here are 1934 
and 1936.



Initial German plans for war-time censorship of civilian 
mail - Definitions

Auslandsbriefprüfstelle(ABP) ςForeign letter censorship station

Briefprüfstelle(BP) ςLetter censorship station

Oberkomandoder Wehrmacht (OKW) ςHigh Command of the 
Armed Forces



The mechanics of Censorship:

PrüfstempelςCancel device used to certify and examination

From the 
Auslandsbriefprüfstelleat 
Königsberg(PR)  names 
were dropped in favor of 
alphabetic indicators such as 
ά!έ ƻǊ άŀέ ŦƻǊ KönigsbergΣ ΨōΩ 
ŦƻǊ .ŜǊƭƛƴΤ ΨŎΩ ŦƻǊ /ƻƭƻƎƴŜΤ ΨŘΩ 
for Munich, etc.



Verschlussς
Paper strip for 
closing letters 

Both from Berlin -
Upper without 
station identification 
ŀƴŘ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǿƛǘƘ ΨōΩ 
for Berlin



Durchlaufstempelςcancel device which indicated a 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ά!έ ƛǎ 
for use by and an ABP.  An ά[έ used usedby an 
Auslandsleitstelleςspecial post office for business 
mail.



Durchlaufstempelςpass-through censor marks 
Machine Ab cancel and large Hand cancel 



Prüferstempelςcancels or stamps which 
identify individual censors 

In Berlin individual 
censors used initials 
and numbers to 
document their work 
ςin this case with 
pencil markings.  Note 
opening and tape at 
left side rather than 
back of envelope.



Prüfervermerkeς
individual Censor 
marks ςΨŘΩ aǳƴƛŎƘ

A censor could use a 
small rubber stamp with 
alpha character, digits, 
or symbols.  He/she 
could also add pencil 
marks.  The markings 
can be found on the 
envelopes, but also on 
each page of the letter.



Beanstandungs- und Hinweisstempelς
Infractions--- cancel/cachet indicating violation 
of censorship rules

άwŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘŜǊΥ ǇŜǊ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ΨnomalΩ 
mail to foreign 
destinations must be 
brought to post office 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΦέ  

Landsmanns. 272 ςGB1.7



Some of the Censorship Rules:

ÅDeliver at post office counter with ID 
ÅNo illegible writing
ÅNo secret languages, ink or Hebraic
ÅNo lined envelopes
ÅNo picture postcards; photos; braille; chess or crossword 

puzzles
ÅNo non-business printed matter
ÅMaximum 4 pages in letters with name & address of 

sender and recipient on each page
ÅStamp trading not desires 
ÅNo news about economic situation; food supply; 

bombings; etc.



Beanstandungs- und Hinweisszettelςlabel or 
note inserted in letter indicating violation of a 
censorship rule

άbŀƳŜ ϧ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
Sender must not just 
be on envelope but on 
every page of the 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊέ



Königsbergς!.t άŀέςthe first functioning station

This station began 
operating on Sept. 4, 
1939.  Letter from Oct 
17, 1939 to the Red 
Cross in Geneva has 
circular cancel indicating 
inspection and the 
hand-stamp: Von der 
Wehrmacht zugelassenς
Allowed by the Army.  



KönigsbergςEarly censor Oct. 1939

The reverse of the cover has 
sealing tape with hand-
ǎǘŀƳǇΥ άIm Staatsinteresse
geöffnetέ ςopened in 
interest of the state/country.
The circular cancel is the 
same as on the front of the 
cover: 
Auslandsbriefprüfstelleς
Königsberg(Pr).



KönigsbergςDec. 1939

German card going 
to Tallinn has a new 
cancel in red 
indicating 
examination, but 
the city name is still 
present.



Königsberg- 1941

Card from Kaunus, 
USSR to Münchberg, 
Germany has red 
cancel, but now uses 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎŀǎŜ ΨŀΩ ǘƻ 
indicate the location of 
the censorship station.



Königsberg- 1943

Letter from Riga to 
Frankfurt posted 
Nov. 8, 1943 via 
Deutsche Dienstpost
with a hand-stamp 
ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ Ψ!ŀΩ 
indicating that the 
censor did not 
inspect the contents 
ςthus not opened 
and resealed.



ABP Berlin 1939

Berlin Censor station 
started in early September 
1939.  It had no censor 
cancels or separate sealing 
strips.  Thus there was 
continued use of the 
Ψ/ǳǊǊŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ 
used by customs since 
1933.  The letter from 
Potsdam bears the typical 
roller cancel over the labels 
ςdated 14.10.39.



Currency Control 
and Censorship 
July 1940



Berlin Censorship 1939 and 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǘΧΦΦΚ

This airmail letter posted 
in Berlin on Nov. 21, 1939 
shows no evidence of 
censorship.  The franking 
of a 60 Pf and 5 Pf 
Hindenburg stamp 
reflects correct rate ς25 
Pf for foreign letter and 
40 Pf for transatlantic air.



Berlin Censorship 1939 

The Berlin station received 
its own sealing strips in late 
1939.  The strips show the 
ǿƻǊŘ άGeprüftέ ςexamined 
and the seal which reflects 
the censor: Oberkommando
der Wehrmacht ςHigh 
Command of the Armed 
Forces.  There is no 
reference to location of the 
station and no censor 
cancel on the sealing strip.



Berlin Censorship 1940

Sealing strip B51 with 
Censorship cancel B2a on 
both front and back of 
cover going from Berlin to 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ άǾƛŀ {ƛōŜǊƛŀέΦ  
The censorship cancel has 
OKW (OberkommandoΧύ 
ŀǘ ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ άBriefstempelς
geöffnetέ ŀǘ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  ! 
typical feature for most 
subsequent cancels is the 
wavy line under the right 
wing of the Eagle.


