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Censorship of civilian Mall during was practiced by
virtually all combatant countries. This presentation will
focus on the German efforts to control virtually all mail
coming into and going out of the country, as well as any
mail in transit going through Germany:

AVery short history of censorship

AGerman censorship plans

ABasic methods and tools for censorship

AThe first Censorship stations Berlirk&nigsberg
AGlimpses at the expanded system



Why Censorship?
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Censorship during WW °

Letter from Patterson, N.J. tOtf
Berlin dated March 28, 1916 %
which was censored by the—«-\- =

French military. Letter gomg/ o

the Hilfsvereinder
DeutschenJuden(Aid |

Soclety of German Jews), ;’WQM /0’6»

founded in 1901 to improve » s+ ﬁa &l %w/ﬁ%&/m

the social and political | =
conditions of Jews In Eastern ‘mecmj
Europe. o e ot



World War | German
Military Censorship

Berlin to Sweden 1918
Opened by military per
rules of warg Berlin O 17
on 8 Jan 1918

Herrm N i 1 8 Arnhanmn,
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Schweden.
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Currency Control

Germany imposed
strict control over
Import and export

of currency in 1933.7 bire b “‘F““""“’"' ""’;;‘ég
The purpose was —— £
not censorship of

letter content. The
dates here are 1934

and 1936.




Initial German plans for watime censorship of civilian
mail - Definitions

Auslandsbriefprufstelld ABP)X Foreign letter censorship station
Briefprufstelle (BP)g Letter censorship station

Oberkomandoder Wehrmacht{(OKW) High Command of the
Armed Forces



The mechanics of Censorship:

Prufstempel¢ Cancel device used to certify and examination

From the C
Auslandsbriefprufstellat |
KonigsberdPR) names [S w@pn B g
were dropped in favor of T
alphabetic indicators such as
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for Munich, etc. f




Verschlusg
Paper strip for

closingletters B

TANDL ZGE

I. AD. FREDERIKSEN

P. BANGSVEJ 40

Both from Berlin
Upper without
station identification
FYR 02002°
for Berlin |




Durchlaufstempelk cancel device which indicated a
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for use by and aABP. Amx [usedusedby an

Auslandsleitstelle special post office for business

maull.
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Durchlaufstempel; passthrough censor marks
Machine Ab cancel and large Hand cancel




Pruferstempelc cancels or stamps which
identify individual censors

In Berlin individual 5
censors used initials )-
and numbers to
document their work

C In this case with
pencil markings. Note
opening and tape at
left side rather than
back of envelope.




Prufervermerkeg
Individual Censor

markscWRQ adzy A OK

A censor could use a
small rubber stamp with
alpha character, digits,
or symbols. He/she
could also add pencill
marks. The markings
can be found on the
envelopes, but also on
each page of the letter.
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Beanstandungaind Hinweisstempet
Infractions--- cancel/cachetndicatingviolation
of censorship rules =~
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mail to foreign
destinations must be
brought to post office
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Some of the Censorship Rules:

ADeliver at post office counter with ID

ANo illegible writing

ANo secret languages, ink or Hebraic

ANo lined envelopes

ANo picture postcards; photos; braille; chess or crossword
puzzles

ANo nonbusiness printed matter

AMaximum 4 pages in letters with name & address of
sender and recipient on each page

AStamp trading not desires

ANo news about economic situation; food supply:
bombings; etc.



Beanstandungaund Hinwelsszettet label or

note inserted In letter indicating V|olat|on of a

censorship rule

abl YS 3 | RRNEB
Sender must not just

be on envelope but on e -

eve ry page Of the Im Interesse der Sache ist es dringend
A L LA r erwiinscht, daB Name und Adresse des

t S u u S N\k Briefempfiingers und Absenders nicht
nur auf den Umschlag, sondern auch auf

3//922727? eine jede Briefei ]g geselit werden.

Die Auslandsbriefpriifstelle.



Konigsberg;! . t ¢ e figst functioning station
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This station began
operating on Sept. 4, O g SRS
1939. Letter from Oct i
17, 1939 to the Red )
Cross in Geneva has e Sl M

' STPT JAIA NGV VN el | [1OF- el
circular cancel indicating &
Inspection and the
hand-stamp: Von der e
Wehrmachtzugelassen e S
Allowed by the Army.
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Konigsberg; Early censor Oct. 1939

The reverse of the cover has
sealing tape with hand

a U I YirhMaatdinteresse
geotffnet ¢ opened in
Interest of the state/country. .
The circular cancel is the R
same as on the front of the / ‘2’
cover:
Auslandsbriefprifstelle
KonigsberdPy).




Konigsberg; Dec. 1939

POSTKARTE 75 0

German cardgoing . - B TR A
to Tallinn hasanew . = T Mv"f‘ %
cancel in red Rl
indicating DSOS ol ) «
examination, but
the city name is still

present.
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Konigsberg 1941
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CARTE POSTALE

Card fromKaunus
USSR ttMinchberg
Germany has red
cancel, but now uses ,
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Konigsberg 1943

Letter from Riga to
Frankfurt posted
Nov. 8, 1943 via
DeutscheDienstpost
with a handstamp
LI aaAy3a OfF
Indicating that the
censor did not
iInspect the contents
¢ thus not opened
and resealed.




ABP Berlin 1939

Berlin Censor station W
started in early September Log Koy
1939. It had no censor | %i%
cancels or separate sealing=— ]\  Morristown M F

ibermadyung i

strips. Thus there was e s

continued use of the
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used by customs since

1933. The letter from e 0 e e e L
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roller cancel over the Iabejg,::d’ P s b/ sonemtiia ] “sonanerial ="
¢ dated 14.10.39.




currency éohtr' !
and Censorship
July 1940
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Berlin Censorship 1939
a2YSUAYSa y?2

This airmail letter posted
In Berlin on Nov. 21, 1939
shows no evidence of

censorship. The franking * =~
of a 60 Pf and 5 Pf i
Hindenburg stamp

reflects correct rateg 25

Pf for foreign letter and

40 Pf for transatlantic air.




Berlin Censorship 1939

The Berlin station received
Its own sealing strips in late
1939. The stripsshow the
g 2 NEeprift ¢ examined
and the seal which reflects
the censorOberkommanda
der Wehrmacht; High
Command of the Armed
Forces. There is no
reference to location of the
station and no censor \
cancel on the sealing strip.



Berlin Censorship 1940

Sealing strip B51 with
Censorship cancel B2a on
both front and back of
cover going from Berlinto-—————
bSé  2N] GOALF { A0SNRI
The censorship cancel has
OKW QOberkommand 0

F 0 02 BdefsteynRel o [f =
gedffnet | G o6 2 uéla
typical feature for most
subsequent cancels Is the

wavy line under the right
wina of the Faale




