THE ORIGINAL ISSUE

"ONE CENT® FRANKLIN

"TWO CENTS” WASHINGTON
NUMERICAL HIGH VALUE WASHINGTONS
DOUBLE LINE WATERMARK
PERFORATED 12

BOOKLET PANES

Post Office Bepartwent,
(Office of the
" @hirh Assistant Poshmaster General.

332a (PF)

The only documented First Day Cover of the "Two Cents" Washington
booklet pane, this single was postmarked November 16, 1908. This
was the first stamp issued in the new series.
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The only reported First Day Cover of the '"One Cent" Franklin Booklet
pane, December 2, 1908.
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A full booklet pane of the "Two Cents'" Washington used to pay the
correct postage and registration fee
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The 8¢ value was probably issued in late December 1908. Post-
marked January 26, 1909, this is the Earliest Documented Cover.
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The 10¢ value was probably issued in late January 1909. This
February 6, 1909, cover is the Earliest Documented Cover



SHEET STAMPS

— L

- i s i Sl it oo v e o )

The "Two Cents' Washington in sheet form was first placed on

sale about December 1, 1908. This is the Earliest Documented
Cover, December 4, 1908.
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331, 333, 334, 335

The 3¢, 4¢ and 5¢ values were probably placed on sale the end of
December 1908. This cover to Austria, postmarked January 12, 1909,
is the Earliest Documented Cover for all three values.
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The 13¢ value was issued to pay the 8¢ registry fee, effective
until October 31, 1909, plus 5¢ international postage. Since

this cover was mailed to Funchal, Madeira, March 14, 1911, 2¢

was added to pay the increased registry fee of 10¢.
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The two 15¢ values on this envelope, used as a label for a package,
paid the 8¢ registry fee plus 11X domestic first class postage.
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This overpaid, philatelic cover from Shanghai in June 1916
is the only documented cover of the 50¢ Washington. (Ex-

Knapp, Tows)

333, 336, 341

The only documented usage of the 50¢ 'value on a mailing tCag
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332, 332, 342

Piece from a package mailed from New York to Birdsboro, Pennsyl-
vania, circa 1909. $1.28 paid postage for either a 3 1lb., 11 oz.
first class registered package or a 7 lb., 6 oz. fourth class
registered package.

1 cover and 1 piece have been documented franked with the $1.00
Washington.



IMPERFORATE SHEET STAMPS

Sheets of the 1¢-5¢ values were sold imperforate by special order,
usually to companies which manufactured vending or affixing machines.

343, 344

This 2¢ strip of 4 illustrates both 2 mm and 3 mm spacing between
stamps. On some plates the Bureau experimented with different
spacing on the same sheet in an attempt to counteract the effect
of uneven paper shrinkage.
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Imprint and plate number block of 6 used to pay the 10¢ special delivery
fee plus 2¢ postage
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IN 8 DAYS RETURN TO
WM. v. o. WETTERN, JR.,
A1 W SARATOGA STREET,
BALTIMORE, MD.

yGlencig Howard Co,, w.d.
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Although the 3¢ value was not sold over the counter until February 19,
1909, a quantity of this stamp was delivered to the U.S. Automatic
Vending Company in New York on February 13, 1909. This is the Earliest
Documented Cover of this value, February 13, 1909.



COIL STAMPS
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v After B days, rcturn to

Al HUGH M. CLARK,

. B36 Pustal Telegraph BId.,
CHICAGOQ, ILL.
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Only about 15,000 copies of the 10¢ coil were sold, and only five
covers have been documented.
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After 5 days, return to
C. H. MEKEEL,
529 Avenue J,
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16¢ pays registry plus triple domestic rate



STAMPS PRINTED ON BLUISH PAPER

ORIGINAL DESIGN
DOUBLE LINE WATERMARK
PERFORATED 12

In February 1909, the Bureau experimented with using special papers in
an attempt to reduce wastage caused by uneven shrinkage of paper. Be-
cause of this shrinkage, stamps were often misperfed. Despite many
changes, this remained a problem until the advent of the Electric Eye
perforators in 1935.

Most of the papers used for these experiments were 35% rag content, but
a very small quantity of paper containing about 20% China clay was also
used. These stamps became known as the Blue Papers.

Although all values up to the 15¢ were printed on these special papers,

only the 1¢ and 2¢ values were regularly issued. They were sold only
in Washington from February to May 1909.

A few sheets of other values were inadvertently mixed in with shipments
of stamps and sold in other cities. The 4¢ and 8¢ values were never
legitimately sold by the Post Office.

, Made in Germany. A. C. Bosselman & Co., New York.

This side is for the address.

1¢ bluish paper to pay domestic post card postage



JULIAN P. BALDWIN,
BUILDER
BALLSTON, VIRGINIA.
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The only documented contemporary usage of the 2¢ bluish paper outside
of Washington, DC
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The only documented 2¢ China clay cover (Ex-Johl)



CHANGE TO SINGLE LINE WATERMARK

ORIGINAL DESIGN
PERFORATED 12 [/

Only two changes had so far been made in the Washington-Franklin series.
The Bureau had experimented with varying spacing between stamps on the
1¢-5¢ values and with using different types of paper, both in order to
counteract the effects of uneven paper shrinkage. This shrinkage
caused difficulties in perforating the stamps and thus led to an unac-
ceptable amount of waste.

In November 1910 the Bureau started printing stamps on paper with a
single line watermark, another attempt to solve the uneven shrinkage
problem This was the only change made at this time.
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June 1911 usage to Canada, 10¢ registry plus 2¢ postage



COIL STAMPS
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363, 388 (PF)

2¢ coils on both double line water mark (left) and single line water-
mark papers. All 2¢ stamps of the series printed on double line wa-
termark paper have this distinctive color.
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"The Orangeburg Coil," the most celebrated stamp of the Washington-
Franklin series, was the only 3¢ coil perforated 12 in the series. All
copies were sold to Bell & Company, who used them to mail 3 ounce samples
of their antacid medicine to doctors around the country. The stamps were
used primarily between April and September 1911.

This cover is acknowledged to be the finest example surviving.



CHANGE COIL PERFORATIONS TO 8 1/2

In December 1910 the Bureau began perforating the 1¢ and 2¢ endwise and
sidewise coil stamps 8% instead of 12 because patrons and postal workers
complained that the perf. 12 coils separated too easily. The remaining
values were changed gradually through 1913. .

Line pair to pay 2¢ domestic rate
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Baxter D. Whitney & 6Gon,
Winchendon,

Mass,
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2¢ paste-up single to pay domestic rate. Coils were made by hand, takin
the full sgeet of 400 gerforated in one direction, cutting ¥t inté stripg
and pasting them together, forming paste-up pairs at this juncture.



