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Canadaôs First Cents (Decimal) Issue

1859-1868



Chronological Events Surrounding 

Canadaôs Civil War Involvement

Date Event

July, 1833      Britain abolishes slavery throughput 
British Empire

Oct. 16-18, 1859 WƻƘƴ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŀƛŘ ƻƴ IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ CŜǊǊȅ

Dec. 20, 1860 First state (SC) secedes from Union

Feb. 4, 1861 Confederacy formed

April 12, 1861 Confederates fire on Ft. Sumter

April 19, 1861 Pres. Lincoln proclaims Naval 
blockade of Southern Coast

May 30, 1861 Postal services between U.S. 
& seceding states ends 

1861                           Britain (Canada) declares 
officially neutrality

Sept. 22, 1862           Emancipation Proclamation

April 9, 1865 Lee surrenders to Grant



Direct Canadian Manpower in 

U.S. Civil War*

Å Over 51,000 Canadians fought in War

Å 50,000 in 250 Union regiments

Å 1500 in 50 Confederate regiments

Å 4 Brigadier Generals

Å 29 Congressional Medal of Honors 

* Mark Vinet, Canada and the American Civil War, 2001

1909 Vintage Postcard



Typical Themes of Civil War Patriotic Envelopes

1. Portraits (Washington, Franklin, Jeff Davis)
2. Campaign (Politicians, Lincoln, Fremont)
3. Military (e.g. Scott, McCellan, Grant, Ellsworth)
4. Battleships, battle- & camp-scenes, forts
5. Caricatures (dogs, elephants, lions, frogs)
6. Soldiers (Farewell, Regiments)
7. States (seals, regiments) 
8. Males (standing soldiers, mounted, holding flag, sabres)
9. Females (with flags, eagles, scythes, facing left & rt.) 
10. Eagles (with shields, flags, globes, etc.)
11. Shields and flags
12. Liberty bells
13. Globes
14. Flags and Cannons
15. Sanitary Fairs
16. Express Companies

Civil War Patriotic Envelopes

Å Over 7000 designs
Å 200 companies
Å Union patriotics dominated 
Å Bischelcollection: 5814 Union to 176 Confederate

Å Catalogs:
ÅWalcott collection (1934)
ÅWeiss Union patriotics (1995)
Å Bischelauction (2000)

Almost all with slogans or verses



Slavery was probably the number one cause of the Civil

War. The depiction of slavery was a common theme of

Union Patriotics as it served to reinforce the issue of

abolition. This cover shows a slave and his master with

a with a warning ñIwouldnôtputt down dat flag,

Massaéò. This single, pre-paid domestic ½ oz letter rate

(5c, Sc.#15) was mailed from Prescott, CW (4-ring

numeral ñ35ò)to BurrittôsRapids, CW (arrival backstamp

16 October 1861). Ex-Jarrett, Ex-Richardson, Ex-

Bischel.

The Issue of Slavery



Many in Canada leaned towards abolition. The Anti-Slavery Society was quite strong,

especially in Canada West. Letter franked with perforated 6p stamp (tied with 4-ring

numeral ñ21ò)sent from Montreal to Philadelphia to Abolitionist William Still of the Anti-

Slavery Society; Mr. Still was widely known as the ñFatherof the Underground

Railroadò. He was free-born to Afro-American slaves who escaped slavery in Maryland.

He was a ñconductoròon the East Coast underground RR branch and personally helped

over 800 slaves in the time prior to the Civil War, hiding many of them in the basement

of his own house. His notebooks were a most accurate account of the many escaped

slaves who eventually made their way to Canada after passage of the Fugitive Slave

Act.

Anti-Slavery Sentiment in Canada



The Northern support for the Underground Railroad was another driving

force in the beginning of the Civil War. Runaway Southern slaves were

sheltered by abolitionists and sympathizers in the North in an elaborate

network of safe havens. Each of the Underground RR lines was run by a

conductor. After the Fugitive Slave Act, which, by law, required

Northerners to return slaves to their owner or turn them over to slave

catchers, many of the slaves continued their journey to Canada. This

rather scruffy cover shows the design of Union flag (facing left) backed by

clouds and the sun with ñProtectItòslogan (Walcott-unlisted); significance

of this cover is that the point of origin Ravenna, CW was the end of one of

the main Underground Railroad routes from the US; Ravenna at that

time had a significant black population; cover franked with 10c Consort

and posted on September 2, 1864 to Galena, IL with Toronto and

Clarksburg, CW transits on reverse; the Old Galena Trail in Illinois was

one of the main stopover points on the Underground Railroad in the

Midwest of the US; thus this letter could have been from an escaped

slave who carried it to Ravenna and mailed it back to one of his/her

protectors.

Underground Railroad



The Underground Railroad ñLinesò to Canada



The need for Southern cotton to feed their textile mills was one of

the main reasons why Britain never supported the Union

(remained ñneutralò). Cotton reinforced the need for slavery.

Slaves were needed to pick the cotton crop. The blockade just

about stopped all exports of cotton and reduced the supply of

money that the Confederates needed to fund the war effort. Britain

and Canada did give support for the blockade runners much to the

dismay of Lincoln and the military.

Englandôs Need for King Cotton



Election of Lincoln: 
Embossed Lincoln-Hamlin Campaign Cover

The 1860 election of Republicans

Abraham Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin

was a driver for the succession of seven

Southern States before inauguration. In

the election, Lincoln received no

electoral votes from the South. His views

on slavery and its expansion were well

known. This campaign cover with front

embossing with wavy two line slogans

ñSlaverysectional, Union and Libertyò

and ñFreedomNational, Onward to

Victoryòand flap embossed ñHon.

Abraham Lincoln of Ill. for President,

Hon. Hannibal Hamlin of ME. for V.

Pres.ò(Walcott-unlisted*); mailed from

Springville, CW on January 14, 1861 to

Shawnee Mound, Indiana (IN).

Abraham

Lincoln

Hannibal

Hamlin



John Brown Cover

Mr. Brown had held a convention in Chatham, Canada West

where he presented his plan to adopt a provisional constitution

for the U.S. His convention had attracted a number of Canadian

supporters plus fugitive slaves living in Canada. His plan was to

capture the U.S. arsenal at HarperôsFerry, VA with his followers

in hope of attracting slaves in the area to join his revolution and

establish a new ñfreeòstate and to expand throughout the

South. He was defeated on October 18, tried for treason, found

guilty and hung on Dec. 2, 1859. Though this letter was sent ñin

hasteòit was actually mailed one week after his death.

(courtesy of Dr. Jim Watt, Ontario)



Col. Ellsworth, a personal friend of Mr. Lincoln, was the first officer

killed in the Civil War. He was shot on May 21, 1861 by a

Confederate sympathizer while taking down a Confederate flag in

Alexandria, Virginia. He quickly became a Union hero and

ñRememberEllsworthòbecame a rallying point for Northerners. The

top ñRememberEllsworthòpatriotic cover depicts him with sabre in

hand surrounded by the Union flag he was putting up. He is

standing of Confederate flag (Walcott-418); Whitby, CW CDS in blue

posted April 3, 1862 to Mrs. Hudson in care of Mr. Christian in Utica,

NY; postage paid with two 5c Beavers tied with blue 7-ring circular

cancels. The bottom stampless cover shows him with gun and flag

in hand with ñToRichmondòtheme (Walcott 2011 variety). It was

mailed from Hamilton to NY in 1862. ex-Richardson and Brigham.

Col. Ellsworth

The Killing of Col. Elmer E. Ellsworth



Outline of Postal Correspondence

to/from Canada/BNA-U.S.

Å Two special posted letters to Canada

Å Independent State Period 

Å Use of Union Postal System After 

Formation of the Confederacy

ÅCanada to border/divided states

Å Canada to Union during Civil War

Å BNA to Union during Civil War

Å Union to Canada during Civil War

Å Union to BNA during Civil War

Å Canada/BNA to South during Civil War

Å South to Canada during Civil War

Å Special Correspondence Connected to Civil War

Å Post-Civil War 



Dates of Secession and Admission to Confederacy

State Ordinance of 
Succession Passed

Admitted to 
Confederacy

Alabama Jan. 11, 1861 Feb. 4, 1861

Arkansas May 6, 1861 May 18, 1861

Florida Jan. 10, 1861 Feb.4, 1861

Georgia (1) Jan. 19, 1861 Feb. 4, 1861

Kentucky * Dec. 9, 1861

Louisiana Jan. 26, 1861 Feb. 4, 1861

Mississippi Jan.9, 1861 Feb. 4, 1861

Missouri * Nov. 28, 1861

No. Carolina May 20, 1861 May 27,1861

So. Carolina Dec. 20, 1860 Feb. 4, 1861

Tennessee (2) Feb. 1, 1861 May 6, 1861

Texas (3) Feb. 1, 1861 Mar. 6, 1861

Virginia (4) April 17, 1861 May 7  1861

1. Legislative vote Jan. 18, effective Jan. 19

2. Legislative vote  May 6, popular vote June 8

3. Legislative vote, Feb. 1, pop. Vote Feb. 23, effective Mar. 2

4. Legislative vote, Apr. 17, pop. Vote May 23

*  Never formally seceded from Union

Mail posted between Ordinance of Succession Passed and 

Admitted to Confederacy is termed ñIndependent State Usageò



Letter Sent from So. Carolina to Canada 

West during Independent State Period

The Independent State Period was the time between a Southern State seceding from

the Union and the formation of the Confederacy. During this confusing period, the

Union Postal System was still handling Southern mail. South Carolina was the first

state to secede (Dec. 20, 1860) and its use of the Federal post continued for 5

months. On May 26, 1861, US Postmaster General Blair issued an order to suspend

postal services to the Southern States. This cover franked with a 10c green Scott #35

straddle pane copy tied by blue Columbia, S.C. Jan 26 1861 sent to Iona P.O. ,

Canada West (now Ontario) with ms pencil contents docking at lower left ñJany

24/61, two straightline PAID markings and UC (Upper Canada) transit backstamps.

Rare Independent State Use to Canada. Ex-Cantey and Felton.

Reduced
back of 
cover



Prices Current Sent from Georgia to New 

Brunswick After Formation of the 

Confederacy (Use of Union Postal System)

The Confederacy was formed on Feb. 4, 1861 and 6 states

(AL,FL, GA, LA, MS, SC) joined at that time. Later 7 more

states were admitted to the Confederacy (AR, KY, MO, NC,

TN, TX, and VA) although KY and MO never seceded from

the Union (border states). These states had a split

allegiance throughout the war. This Feb. 15, 1861 folded

prices current (2 printed pages) franked with a tied US 1c

Franklin (Scott #24) from Savannah, Georgia has an

endorsement on top in ms ñOpenP/Cò(Open Prices

Current). Addressed to Mssrs. Jno. Haws & Co., New

Castle, Miramichi, New Brunswick with ñ1dòCanadian

postage due handstamp; backstamped Newcastle Feb 28,

1861. Haws was a leading ship builder. This circular was

sent during the second week of the Confederacy and is a

rare Confederate use of U.S. postal system to BNA. Ex-

Cipolla and Felton.



States that seceded before April 15, 1861

States that seceded after April 15, 1861

Union states that permitted slavery 

Union states that banned slavery

Territories

Status of the United States 1861 



Letters Sent from Canada to Divided/Border States during the Civil War Period

Kansas

Althoughthe KansasTerritory wasadmitted to the Unionasa slavefree State
(Jan. 29, 1861) duringthe CivilWar, just prior to the War,it wasa battleground
between slave owners and slavery expansionists(Border Ruffians) and
abolitionists(FreeStaters) led by JohnBrown. Thecryά.ƭŜŜŘƛƴƎYŀƴǎŀǎέrefers
to these strugglesand severalpeople were killed in the fighting that took
place. .ǊƻǿƴΩǎefforts paid off and Kansasdid not becomea slavestate nor
join the Confederacy. Letter sent from Moes River,C.E. to Burlington,Kansas
(KS).

Missouri

Missourientered the Union asa slavestate (1861) but had dual allegiances; the
State supplied troops to both the Union and the Confederacy,had separate
governmentsand had its star on both flags! Thisletter was posted in Hamilton,
C.W. andsentto Farmington, MO. Stampstied with duplexes.



3. Letters Sent from Canada to Divided/Border States during the Civil War Period

Kentucky

Kentuckywas another border
state where mixed allegiances
were prevalent; in order to
keep Kentucky in the Union,
Lincolnallowed it to remain a
slave state. Many neighbors
fought against each other in
the War.

Left: this cover wasshort paid
sincethe rate from Canadato
the US was 10c per ½ oz.;
rated 10c due and no credit
given for 6c worth of stamps.
Sent from Toronto to
Henderson, KY in April,1865.
Below: proper 10c paymentto
Keene, KY from
Drummondville, U.C. SP 4
1861.

Virginia

This cover was mistakenly 
sent to Alexandria, VA 
instead of Alexander, NY. At 
that time, Alexandria was an 
occupied Union city so that 
the letter remained within 
the Union postal system; a 
MISSENT in oval handstamp 
as well as Alexandria, VA 
receiver [Mar 18 (18) 64]

Kentucky



3. Letters Sent from Canada to Divided/Border States during the Civil War Period

West
Virginia

West Virginia was granted statehood in the middle of the Civil War (June

20,1863) after separating from Virginia; in the vote of secession, all of the

delegates from Western VA voted against it. Eventually, the Wheeling

Convention generated enough interest to form a new government; there

were still many Confederate sympathizers in WV and they fought for the

Confederacy while a larger number fought for the Union forces. This top

cover was sent from Toronto to Moundsville, WV on Feb 6 1865. An

interesting letter is contained and talks about how the Southerners have

sought refuge in Canada and abuse the hospitality of the country. Talks

about some Southern criminals who have been extradited to the US. There

are 3 reported franked decimal covers sent to WV so quite rare.



Letter to Canadian Doctor Serving in Union Army

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

Dr. Willard Otis Hurd was born in New Hampshirebut practicedmedicinein
CarltonPlace,C.W.. Hisskillsasa surgeonwere neededso he enlistedom the
83rd NYRegimentand wasappointedAsst. Surgeon; later he was transferred
to the 97th NYRegt. Thiscoverwasmailedfrom CarltonPlaceto Washington,
DCon March 31, 1865.Two transit backstamps; after the war he married and
settledin NewHampshirewherehe continuedhispractice.

Letter to Officer of the New Hampshire Volunteers in Washington

Letter sent from Bothwell, U.C. on MY22 1865to Major ThomasL. Livermoreof the
5th NewHampshireVolunteers. Theoriginaladdresswascrossedout and forwarded
to the 18th New HampshireVolunteers to where he had been transferred and
promoted to Colonel; after the Civil War, Col. Livermore wrote the definitive
publicationentitled Historyof the EighteenthNewHampshireVolunteers,1864-1865,
in addition,he alsoauthoredoneof the top statisticalstudieson the entire conflict.



Letter to Soldier in Washington; forwarded to Philadelphia Hospital

Letter sent on July 1 1863 from Goderich, C.W. to James F. Clegg, a private in Company H of 24th Michigan

Volunteers, to Washington. Address crossed out and forwarded to Turners Lane Hospital in Philadelphia; this small

hospital (275 beds) was a specialized hospital doing research on neurological disorders; the 24th Michigan had just

fought in Chancellorsville battle (Apr. 30-May1, 1863) & was fighting in Gettysburg (July 1-3 1863) when letter

posted. Pvt. Clegg was wounded in one of these battles & was sent to Philadelphia for treatment. He was mustered

out also as a private so survived his wounds.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

Cover to Admiral John A. Dahlgren, Union Navy, from Minister of Parliament 

Cover endorsed by MP (signature in m/s on LL); RED Legislative Assembly Shield (Jarrett type 1518); The

CDS Quebec PAID in Red is Jarrett Type 555). In Canada Legislative Assy. Shield would suffice for free

postage but not to U.S; Admiral Dahlgren was a leader in Navy operations in Civil War & developed some new

armaments (Dahlgren Gun); founder of U.S. Navy's Ordnance Department; he also commanded Navy Yards;

South Atlantic Blockading Squadron at the rank of Rear Admiral, and helped William Tecumseh Sherman
secure Savannah, Georgia; back of cover written note "asking for Dahlgren for a favor to save somebody's lifeò,



US Civil War Patriotic Covers 
used in Canada and Sent 

Cross Border

A registered patriotic cover depicting Our Lady of Victory holding a flag

riding an eagle with banner (W-2170); franked with 10c Consort (Scott

17a); rate was 10c for ½ ounce regular unregistered letters from

Canada to the US (except California and Oregon); straightline

REGISTERED in black indicates that the 5c registration fee was paid

in cash, common at the time; red ñCanadaPAID 10còtying stamp;

lithographed by Union Stationary, New York; cover from Ma

(indistinguishable), UC to New York mailed on April 10, 1862, two RPO

and one indistinguishable city transit backstamps.



Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border

AmericanEagle,Shield,and Libertyor DeathMotto and Borderof Starsstampless
patriotic coversentfrom Petrolia,C.W. 4 OC1861to PortHuron,Michigan. PAID10.
SarniaandG.W.R.Westtransit handstampson back. Earlyuseof patriotic in Canada.
Ex-Brigham.

Eagleand Globeon patriotic cover front (W-2725var) from Montreal, CE to New
YorkCity posted on September30, 1861; 10c cross-border rate paid with two 5c
Beavers(Scott#15) both tied by Montreal duplexcancellations.



Flagswere a commondesignbut this one showsthe starsarrangedin a short-lived
star configuration (Great Star Flag) with a sloganά¢I9UNION: IT MUST BE
tw9{9w±95έ(W-2886var); a 10c Consort(Sc.#17b) frankscoversent from Toronto,
CW(tied with grid cancel)to Blackstone,MA in March3, 1862.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border

US corner card with upper banner having tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ64 and design with
eagle/crossedflags/swords/bayonetswith Latin expressionάbƻƴNobis Sed
tŀǘǊƛŀέ(Not for ourselvesbut for our country)in bannerbelow; covermailedfrom
Lennoxville, CEto Whitinsville,MA on August11, 1864; Paidά/ƛǊŎƭŜ10έappliedby
Postmasterin Massachusetts. Ex-Brigham.



Flagdesign(facingright) with a circular star design(W-3015) on stampless
cover with PAIDhandstampin blue and manuscriptά10έ; cover sent from
Morven, CW with double ring CDSin blue with date (February13, Ω64) in
manuscript(smallPostOffice)to MayfieldCorner,NY

35-star Union flag designwith threatening sloganάLŦany one attempts to
haul down the AmericanFlag,shoot him on theǎǇƻǘέΣά10έin manuscript&
CANADA-10-CENTShandstampindicatespostageprepaidon stamplesscover
from No. Stanbridge, LCto SaratogaSprings,NY(postedJanuary13, 1863).

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Lovelycaricatureof 2 children sleepingwith Union Flagblanket, God watching
over them with soldiersfrom Union& Confederacyfightingabovethem; slogans
άDƻŘwatches over ǘƘŜƳέΣά!ǎit ƛǎέΣand ά!ǎit will ōŜέ(W-unlisted); cover
mailedNOV8Ω61 postagepaidwith two Beaverstied togetherwith Torontogrid
cancelsandjust barelyto cover; mailedto Mr. Christianin Utica,NY.

Patriotic depicting flying eagle holding 34-star flag in its beak (W-2624); 
postage pre-paidτƘŀƴŘǎǘŀƳǇ .ƻƎƎǎ ¢ȅǇŜ пуō άt!L5 сŘέ ƛƴ ǊŜŘΣ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 
used in pence period; letter mailed in Whitby, CW on September 8, 1862 sent 
to Mr. Hudson in Utica (related to Mrs. Hudson in previous cover to Utica); Ex-
Siverts.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Stamplesspatriotic depictsan eagleand flag on a rock with ά/ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴand
the [ŀǿǎέwritten acrossandά¢ƘŜWar for the ¦ƴƛƻƴέin top center (W-2620
var), Lithographedby Thistle& Co. Stationers,NassauSt., NY; Blueville, CWCDS
with manuscriptdateof December18, 1862sentto LeRoy,NY;άtŀƛŘ10έin m/s,
transit backstampsMorrisbank, UCandSeaforth, CW,Ex-Steinhart.

Military regimentalpatriotic coverswere available; here a flag designwith 14th

Regt. N.Y.S.M (RegimentNew YorkStateMilitia) printed parallel to the stripes
and sloganά{ǘŀƴŘby the Flag)above(W-unlisted); stamplesscover posted in
Jerseyville,UC on May 8, 1862 (m/s ά10έύand sent to Rushford, NY,
lithographedby J. Sage& Sons,Buffalo,NY.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Stamplesspatriotic cover featuring StandingColumbiawith flag and inscription
ά/ƻƭǳƳōƛŀguardsour star-gemmedŦƭŀƎέ(W-2350); covermailedfrom Ruthven,
CW on October 12, 1865 (albino CDS)to Shullsburg, WI with άtŀƛŘ10έin
manuscript.

Rare Satirical Cover of Jefferson Davis, Confederate President

Satiricalandvery rareάaƻƴǳƳŜƴǘto the memoryof Jeff.5ŀǾƛǎέ(Presidentof the
Confederacy)stamplesscovershowingskullpyramidwith skeletonat top wearing
Confederateuniform holdinga sword and with Confederateflag protruding from
hat (W-unlisted); mailed from Richmond Hill, CW on March 26, 1862 to
Northampton,MA, ά10έlightly in manuscriptfor postage. Ex-Bischel.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Two patriotics both with patriotic design on back: red & blue

border with embossed eagle and shield (W-unlisted); both

used from Toronto, CW to Chicago but one franked with 10c

Consort (Sc.#17a) tied with Toronto obliterator cancel

(Boggs Type e) and the other with two 5c Beavers (Sc.#15)

tied with Toronto Scarifying Obliterator (Boggs Type f).

Both covers have 
this patriotic 
design on back
(reducedin size)

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Campaign covers are considered as patriotic covers since politics

were interwoven with the patriotic fervor of the day. J.C. Fremont

was a presidential candidate for the Radical Democracy Party

nomination in 1864 but withdrew before the election. He also ran

for President as a Democrat in the 1856 election.

UScampaigncover showingRepublicanJohnC. Fremont (W-540var); handstamp
PAIDά10έin manuscript,smallmanuscriptάǇŀƛŘέΣά/!b!5!έin arcexchangeoffice
marking; covermailedfrom St. Alexandre,LCon December5, 1861to Philadelphia,
PA,ex-Steinhart..

Smaller Fremont campaign cover (W-540); handstamp PAIDά10έin
manuscript; PAIDά5έcrossed out; sent from West Brome, LC on
September30, 1963to Manchester,NH; two transit backstamps

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border



Illustrated US ConsulateGeneral,British No. American Provinces,Montreal
cover with Eagleand Shield Designin UL corner (W-unlisted); mailed from
Montreal, CEon January25, 1862 to Gallipolis,OH; one of three documented
coversof this design; two 5c Beaverstied with Montreal duplex; non-removable
ink spoton lower right.

US Consulate Covers

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers used in Canada and Sent Cross Border

Sameconsulateillustrated cover designsent from Montreal on July 26 1864 to
Washington, D.C.. U.S. Dept. of Interior receiver on front July 29 1864. Ed
RichardsonconsideredtheseConsulatecoversaspatriotic in design. Ex-Brigham



US Civil War Patriotic Covers Sent from BNA  to the United States

From Nova Scotia

ñOurCountryòred imprint below red and blue seated

Columbia with flag and eagle on cover (W-2270var)

franked with tied 10c vermillion Queen Victoria (Sc. #10)

and indistinct CDS on bottom right sent to East Harwich,

MA; red circled ñPAID10ò; two readable transit double

circle back stamps: Pictou, NS AU 5, 1861 and Amherst

NS AU 7, 1861; cover repaired on lower left.

There are only five documented US Civil War 
Patriotic Covers from British No. America (Nova 

Scotia and New Brunswick only) to U.S.
All are shown here.

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)



From Nova Scotia

Patrioticdesigndepictssoldierwith rifle with bayonetstandingnext to a flag in a
camp setting with the US Capitol building in the background(W-2108var); red
circledάt!L510έandά!5±9w¢L{95έ; 10c vermillonQueenVictoriastamptied with
ovalcancellation; origin unknowncoverwassent to Hartford,CT; two backtransit
stamps,one for Truro, NS SP1, 1862 and the other Amherst SP5, 1862., Ex-
Richardson, shownin Ref. 1, page72, coverrepairedat bottom left.

Red,white and blue designdepictingyoungsoldierwith flag and four line verse
below with reference to slavery; Fisher, Rochester imprint (W-1869var);
manuscriptcancelon 10c VermillonQueenVictoria; red circledάt!L510έ; origin
unknown cover sent to Kendall Mills, NY; three transit back stamps: Port
Mulgrave, NSJU17Ω62; Antioguish, NSJU18, 1862; andAmherst,NSJU20, 1862;
Ex-Richardson, featuredin Ref. 1, page73..

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers Sent from BNA  to the United States



From New Brunswick

Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

US Civil War Patriotic Covers Sent from BNA  to the United States

Stamplesspatriotic showingsoldier holding sabreand flag (W-2020); undated
rimless circle CDS ά².O. Lower Cloverdale, NB t!L5έand matching
άt!L5κ10κ/9b¢{έin circle; coveredposted to New York,NY; backstampswith
άt.O. Salisbury,NB FE1, 1865έandά{ŀƛƴǘJohn,NB FE1 1865έtransits; Ex-
Steinhart.

Patriotic design has eagle, shield, two different style Union flags, standing
soldierwith sword,at basedatesof April 19, 1775(Firstbattle of Revolutionary
War) and April 19, 1861(FirstskirmishbetweenUnion and Confederatetroops
in Baltimore); stamplesscover from unknown origin mailed to Brunswick,ME;
red circularάt!L5κ10κ/9b¢{έNBhandstamp; backstampsάSt.Stephen, NBSP
27, 1861έandά{ǘ. George,NBSP26, (1861ύέ.



Letters between Canada/BNA and the Union During the Civil War (1861-1865)

Letters from Draft Dodgers in Canada to home folks

Over15,000youngmen mostly from the Northern States,left for Canadaafter they were drafted
or in order to avoidthe draft. Most were able to get jobs in Canadaand Canadahad no lawsthat
thesedesertershad to be returned or extradited to the US. Thedeserterswrote letters to loved
onesandsomeof theseletters survive. Thefollowingcoversaresuchletters. Manyof them longed
to be backhomebut knewthat they couldbe arrestedor subjectto the draft. A verysmallnumber
of deserters (127) from the North or South were actually executed. Desertion was treated
somewhatdifferently in those days in that a soldier might leave his regiment to go home and
harvestcropsandthen return to hisunit whenfinished.

Thesetwo letters written in 1864 towards the end of War are from the same
youngman, residingin Brantford,C.W., and doing farm work to earn a living. In
his letters he talksaboutother skedaddlers(the CivilWar term for deserters)that
he has met in Canada. He talks about missingAlleganyCo. and his friends but
knows that he is still subject to the draft if he returns. His plight was common
enoughthat a musicpiecewaswritten.



Lincoln Mourning Cover

CANADA, 10c Red Lilac (17). Nicely centered, Rich color, 

Tied by grid & "Montreal, Ap. 16, '66" part rimless circle on 

Lincoln Mourning Cover, Black-bordered portrait, with 

appropriate wording. Tiny mend extreme L. B., Fresh & 

Handsome, An Extremely choice & rare Lincoln cover 

E. $500-750 

Price realized $1,700  Siegel 1974-03-27, 1974 Rarities of the World 

In 2011 Spink Shreves sold for $17,500 including buyerôs fee



US Civil War Patriotic Covers Sent from the United States to Canada and 
BNA (1861-1865)

Patrioticcoversto Canadaarearrangedfirst accordingto the destination:

a. Sentto pre-ConfederationCanada(CW,CE,andUC)
b. Sentto BNA(NovaScotia. PrinceEdwardIslandandNewBrunswick)

andthen by subject(e.g. flags,military heros, standingsoldiers,etc.). Specialhighlights
will be calledout in the covercaption. Patrioticcoverssent to Canadaare found more
often than thoseusedin Canadabut arestill consideredto bescarce.

To Canada
Flags and Eagles

Multicolored Patriotic with
slogan άhƴǿŀǊŘto ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅέ
depicting Lady of Victory
holdinga 35-star flag riding an
eagle (W-2170); sent from
Fulton, IL on Feb 24, 1862
(although not all US CDS
identified the date of posting)
to Strathburn, CW; Scott #68
pays the 10c rate to Canada
during the Civil War period; a
faint U StatesPAIDhandstamp
in red showsthat the postage
waspaid; two Canadiantransit
backstamps.

Flag and eagle design (W-2545)
sent from HuronCity,MI CDS(an
exchangeoffice) tied by Sc.#68a
on July 9 to Limehouse, CW;
although not depicted on the
front, the cover was mailed in
1863 as evidencedby 3 transit
handstampson the reverse: an
RPO (JY 15, Ω63) along with
London,UC (JY15) andSarnia(JY
14) CDS,a straight lineάU.States
6Řέ(BoggsA Type 1) applied in
the US shows evidence of
postage payment, although
handstampdates back to pence
era.



To Canada

Flags (continued)

Singleflag design(W-3022var) mailed from RollingPrairie, IN to Jordan,CWon
May 28 (1861); stamplessmanuscriptά¦ƴǇŀƛŘ10έΣalongwithά59¢whL¢Mich 10έ
handstampindicating that postagewas paid there; stamplesscovers were as
commonin the USduringthe CivilWar period asthey were in Canada; 2 RPOand
Hamiltonάa3̧1, 1861έtransit handstampsandJordan,C.W. receiver.

Stamplessflag designwith versebeneath(W-3050var) sent from unknownIL city
on JU 1 to Mapleton, CW; ά10 ctsέin manuscript indicating payment as does
ά¦.STATES10έexchangeoffice arc in blue (BoggsTypeVIIIa, Detroit); two ElginCo.
transit handstamps

US Civil War Patriotic Covers Sent from the United States to Canada and BNA
(1861-1865)


