











financial arrangements are made, but the new stamps are distributed at the
meeting.

The closest club, in Brionne, is the smallest and I've only attended one meeting. |
didn't feel it was worth my time to return. The farthest club, in Bernay, is much
more active and I've attended several meetings. The members are friendly
enough, but the language is still hard for me and | cannot carry on long
conversations in French. I've been befriended by two men in the Bernay club;
one who collects French pictorial cancels on cover, and one who exhibits a
topical collection of Rugby on stamps. | have attended an out-of-town exhibit with
this man.

| have taken Xerox copies of two of my smaller exhibits to show the folks at the
Bernay club and they were totally not interested! | have found almost no interest
in collecting U.S. stamps. i have also found very few people collecting the early
issues of France, even though they are not very expensive. If you check your
Scott Catalogue you'll see that French stamps in general are not expensive.

There are several exhibitors in the Bernay club, including several junior
collectors. The president of the club works with the juniors and their exhibits.
Exhibiting in France is a bit different than in the U.S. There you must start at the
most elementary class and work your way up the ladder based on point scores.
At the beginning level you are allotted three frames at the local level. After
achieving a high enough score, you can show five frames. After getting a high
enough score you can move to the regional level, then on to kind of a super-
regional, and then on to the national level. '

Another interesting thing I've done is attend the weekend, outdoor, stamp bourse
in Paris. This has been going for many years and has even been featured in a

_couple of classic movies. The venue is the Tuileries Gardens, a block off of the
Champs Elysees. There are usually 25 or so dealers there. These dealers have a
large stock of French stamps, world wide topicals, general collections, and
picture post cards. Collecting picture post cards is big over there and I've shown
you some that | have bought featuring our small village.

| don’t want to collect modern France so I'm still on the lookout for some aspect
of French philately that | can jump into and have some fun with. A couple of
years ago | passed up an old collection of French revenue stamps because the
French flea market dealer wanted too much money. In retrospect, | should have
bought it because | have not seen anything as interesting since. So, I'll keep
looking.
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