The Providence, R.I.
Pre-Mailing Control Marking
on the U.S. 3 Cent 18%I/ Stamp
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Introduction

X Thediscoveryof a number of coversand adhesiveshasled to a re-
examinationof what had previouslybeen termed a silent precancelon
the U.S 3¢ stamp,1851-57 Issue

x Theadhesivedaveeither a singlehorizontaland/or verticalruled line
(or both) in blackpenciland/or red pencil (or both) spanningthe stamp

from edgeto edge

x Eachoff-cover single,as well asthose on coverand/or on piece, are
cancelled/tiedby the blacka t wh + L MONTHPAYRI.E postmarkof

era
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Early Precancel Users

From TheHistoryof Precancelsby N. R Hoover(PS&69568 Hog 1989 citeson pg. 13 a
precancein singlered ink horizontalline on coverwith Providencgyostmark

Chapter VI - EARLY PRECANCEL USERS
(The Precancel Bee 6/33/1-2, 7/33/3)

In so far as is known, this is the first attempt to make a chronological list of early users
of precancels. Such a list must necessarily be in a more or less skeletonized form. It
represents covers which the writer has seen or which are sufficiently described in the
catalog to be made part of this record.

With this as a nucleus, it would be interesting if those owning precancel covers or
having access to them, would supply the editor with data which will make it possible to
extend this compilation. We may in time get a representative record of the early users of

precancels.
Iasne Description Mailedby Mailed to Remarks
1844 2ink lines crossing at notknown ~ Wm. M.Meredith Owned by Allan
Boston local right angles in center Philadelphia R.Brown
(Hale & Co.)(red or black) notknown  Mr. Menzies Owned by S. G.
New York Rich
1847 Wheeling, W. Va. not known 2of the 5¢ and 1 of
5¢ and 10¢ the 10¢ aredefinitely
known to exist.
A.R.B.
1851 2horizontal ink lines  notknown This was a drop letter
1¢ 3!4Amm apart in Berlin, Vt. ARB.
1851 The mysterious™Paid® not known A rumor has beén cir-
1¢ cover of which quite culated that this cover
a number exist emanated from Phila.,

not known In addition this cover
has Providence post-
mark. AR.B.
13
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TheSilent Precancel

x Silentprecancelsre precancelghat do not containthe town namein the imprint on
the stamp Theseare often calledd [ AaAdBare & LIS 3 €

x Theearliestprecancelxamebefore the postagestamp,with printed cancellationson
afew stamplessovers

x Hale,Pomeroy,et al. usedpen stroke precancelswith limited usesseenon the U.S
18471ssue andthe methodreachingits peakin the 18902 a

x Devicesusedwere held most often by PostOfficein 20" Centuryand by Companies
usingthem in the 19" Century Thesecould be handstamps pen, ink, crayon,and/or
pencilmarkings
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Silent Precancel Types

Example®f Lines & Bar Types 8SflentPrecancelfrom ProvidenceRl.
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The SilentPrecancetsa Catalogof Lines,Bars,& Designon 19th and 20th CenturyStamps
UsedPostallyin the United States,by DavidW. Smith (PS&69.568 Smj 1995 cites on pg.

N\

125the Providencesilentprecanceld | alfy:Brown! Yy A OSNRAR A (1 & €

Kindly provided by Msutman
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The RhodelslandPostalHistory by RichardB. Jordanillustrated the following coverin black
andwhite (ExhibitPhotocopyUSPC3nc.,, 1988 pg. 66).

Ruope [stavp PostaL HISTORY

RichardJordannotes on this
exhibitpage

THE PROVIDENCE LINE-RULED STAMPS

dThe 3¢ 1851 is found on
cover with perpendicular
ruled pencillinesin both red
and black Theseare control
markings applied to full
paneswithin the post office.
Their exact purposehas yet
to bedetermined

We will revisit this cover
later in the presentation
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Writing Implements of the Period

A.W. Faber
"Artists' Pencil,"
circa 1860: This is the
first leadholderwith all
the features required to
make an excellent
drafting pencil.
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Albert G. Bagely (NY) combo, circa 1846,
silver, diamond pattern, amethyst
capstone, 4 1€ closed,a . ! D[ @thisgisx
an early pen/pencil reverse combo with the
reversebut not the telescopingcase

Fromthe JohnC LoringCollection

Porte-Crayon, circa 1850
First appeared in the 18th
century. Still used today by

artists to hold charcoal,

crayons, pastels, and
graphite.
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Analysis Overview

x Examinationof nearly 700 Providencecoversfrom 1851 through 1860 and
the discoveryof thirteen (13) yeardated letters/coversconfirmedthe period of
usefrom Junel855throughOctoberl857.

x Adhesives ruled in BLACK pencil and/or RED pencil/crayon
(Horizontal/Verticabr both).

A40 off-coveradhesivesdentified (allexamined- two on piece)
A33 coversidentified (three [3] yet to be examined)

x Adhesivesare cancelledwith the black PROVIDENCKEONTH DAY R.1.€
postmarkof the period.

x Markingwasnot usedon other 1851adhesiveg1¢, 5¢, 10¢, & 12¢).

ATheComstockoochowcoversconfirm this basicpremiseand twenty-five yearsof
searchingor other examples
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On Cover Discovery Specimens

41R1L

30L3
Black pencil H, June 8, 1855 w/letter from U.\Abwto, Black pencil H, July 12, 1855 w/letter from U.\Abwto,
Brown University to C.BNilbour, Tribune Office, NY Brown University to C.BVilbour, Tribune Office, NY
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Off-Cover Specimens

77R7(?)
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Off-Cover Specimens, cont.
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Control Marking Suldypes

Implement Color Direcion Tally
Pencil Black Horizontal ) 41
Pencil Black Vertical (|) 0
Pencil Black H&V (+) 3
Pencil Red Horizontal ¢ ) 21
Pencil Red Vertical ( ) 1
Pencil Red H&V(+) 1
Pencil Red& Black H&V,V&H 1
Pencil Unknown (H orV) 1
TOTAL 69
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On-Cover Specimens
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OnCover Specimens

Black pencil H, Mar 22, 1856, Plate 6/7
5201 SUSR a2LISYSR 06& aNBR® W2Yyl
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OnCover Specimens
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Red Pencil/Crayon H, Jan 22 1856, Plate 44R3

Black pencil H, Jun 4 (1855), Plate 33L1L w/letter from A.M. Rhodes to Albert G. Wilbur
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On-Cover Specimens

Red Pencil/Crayon V & Black Pencil H,
Nov 5 (1856), 31R3
Cc: Walling Publisher of Maps, NY to
Wm Barker, N. Dartmouth, Mass
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Black pencil H, Oct 8 (1857),
#25 Plate 6/7
To: George W. Greene, Esq.
107 E 27, New York

10/8/(1857)
PL6I7
Black - #25
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Dr. Chase Knew of Control Marks

x Dr./ KI zh&nvriting is well known and easily recognizable as he made it a point
during his pioneeringefforts to plate the 3¢ 1851 stamp of writing the position and plate
numberon the reverseof the stamp

x Chasewnould alsoaddother observationon the reverseof stampsandcovers

x Thediscoveryof two control markedsingles(eachon piece)and the rediscoveryof the
G f NS SReéillustrated in RichardW2 NRThegRbadelsland PostalHistory, reveals
that Dr. CarrollChaseknew of this marking

% Interestingly,we find no mention of the markingin any of his publishedworks

x Sowhile he did not publishhisfindings,he did leaveuswith the followingX..
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| Rrdcan&elled t A S OS

36L6 81R6

Reunited Piece
April 2005
It is interesting that
Chase refers to these
red markings as a
Gt NBEOF yOS

We shall see that
his thinking evolved
with the next cover.

| KIFaS & NR D3 RBFréscelled L. #e d NER ONI e2y LIS
sheet before cutting intd €
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BlackpencilH & V, Jan16 (1857), Plate6/ 7

Dr. Chasenoteson reverse dTheruled pencil
lines(foundin red & black)usedin Providence
asa control. Authentic& Interestingé

Thenhe writes: GApparentlya whole panewas
thusruled.€

To: Mrs. Harriet Sweetland Shakersvillage
ProvenanceChase, Jordan, Grossman Merimack CO, N.H.
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x| would proffer that Dr. Chaséfirst discoveredthe two Plate6 singles
with red & £ A gnScaveér (or piece)and put forth his first theory: that
these adhesiveswere oprecancelled by red crayon pencil line across
sheetbefore cutting into.€

x At somelater date, Dr. Chasediscoveredthe dSweetland coverwith
the adhesiveruled in blackboth horizontaland vertical | proposethat
Dr. Chaseafter seeingthis surmisedthat & (i Kulgd pencillines(foundin
red & black)usedint N2 O A W&gGO&82 vV i NP f €

x|t Isworth noting at this point that a "precancel"canbe considereda
type of control marking, but not all control markingsare "precancels'
Anothertype of control markingisa PERFIN
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To date, the APEX has certified over 25
on & off cover examples of the pre
mailing control marking on the 3¢ 1851
57 stamp accepted by the Providence, RI
Post Office as legitimate postage.
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Examinatiorof twenty-five (25) coversd ! R @ S NalitHe Br8videéncePO. duringthis period and beyond
(18551872 shbw either a blackpencil or red or blue pencil/crayonmarkingon the coverfront (often

obliterating the Advertisedmarking) The pencil/crayonmarkings,when comparedto the pre-mailing
controlmarksonthe 3¢ 1851stamp/coversarefor allintensivepurposesdentical
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Who Did The Ruling and Affixing?

Theruling and affixing is open to interpretation and most likely will never be
known, but one plausiblehypothesisfollows:

x The numerous R R NB &add S SYaR $habldck and red marked Advertised
covers,the numerous3¢ plates utilized, as well asthe 2.5 year period of use suggest
that the Providencd?ostOfficeruled multiple panes

% Thedifferent typesof colored,ruled linesand orientations (H, V, H+V)suggestghat
the stamps/panesvere not disseminated\Why?

APreventilferingor misuse
AAllowsmultiple accountholdersto prepayfor a pane(or less)of 3¢ stamps
ADeliversa convenienceao PO. customers

% A customer/accountholder arrived with a pile of letters, where the postal clerk
would affix the & LINE cd8thEmarked, prepaid stampsto the covers (the patron
might haveaffixedthe stampsjust aseasily)

% The postal clerk acceptedthem as stamped letters, applied the Providence,RI
postmark,and enteredthem in the postalstream
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Who Held the Accounts?

x Brown University. No on-campusPOQO. until 1926 BarnasSearsPresidentfrom 185567. Cantie at least
eleven (11) coversto Brown students (Lowto, Lyman,Heywood),professors(Wilbour, Greene),and family
members(Larned Sweetland Green)

/Probablyfirst and primaryaccountholder.

% H.E Walling Publishers In 185557 H.F. Walling,a N.Y. Firm,wasmappingthe city of Providenceandhadan
officein the city. Cantie one (1) coverto Walling,it isa cornercardembossedexample
AThiscoveristhe only examplewith ared/blackcontrol mark

% CorlissSteamEngineCompany TheCompanywasincorporatedin 1856in ProvidenceCantie one (1) cover
to MissNellie Corlisan Newburgh,NY- dated Nov2 1856 Therewasa RobertWhitehill of Newburgh,NYthat
manufacturedthe ImprovedCorlissEEngine

x Comstock Steamships The/ 2 Y & (I BaO % @rg history in the Steamshipindustry in Providenceas
h ¢y S Ceptairsetc. Cantie two (2) coversto William Comstockvho wasinvolvedin the Chinatrade.

% Slade FamilyHad Ferry in operation ~200 years until 1876 when Taunton River bridged. Can tie one (1)
cover to Mrs. Jonathan Slade, Somerset Mass. Jonathaheasompany with brother William. Their family
was from Somerset.
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Brown University

Ezra Harvey Heywood
R ' e g attended in 1850 afor
) : 7 undergraduatestudies
1/79 Ll fc/&»\ Addressed to his wife

o//u ¢ A yoa AngelaFiducia

CE (CharlesEdward) Wilbur, Classof 1854 ! YSN& O Qa
First Egyptologist In 1854 went to Herald Tribune in

N.Y.C under Horace Greely Letters from a former

student askingfor position.

GeorgeW. Greene,Esq: former Brown University Professor
(18481852. Moved to NYCto devote time to writing &
study (confirmed 107%h E 27th, NY)
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