
The Prexies 
A POSTAL HISTORY 

 
The Presidential Issue of 1938 

A Look at Rates & Usages 
 

Illustrating “what” the stamps were issued to do… 
 and what they were not.  

You’ll see some very unusual usages.  
You’ll see the scarce, the uncommon, 

the illogical and mind-boggling. Some humorous. 
Some historical others serious.  

Most, more than a little interesting. 
Cover-nuts - - sit back and enjoy!  

Non-cover nuts, see why we love covers. 
 
 
 
     



The Prexies 
The issue at a glance … 

…24 basic definitive designs plus… 



The Prexies 
The issue includes: 

nine (9) horizontal coils: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

four (4) vertical coils: 
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Look closely! 
“Electric Eye Perf 
Positioning Dots” 

for the newly designed 
Electric Eye Perforator. 
These appear on ALL 

Prexie Issues.  
 

Plus, a few  
other items of  

interest. 

Electric Eye Perf 
Positioning Dot 

Electric Eye 
Perf Positioning 
Dot 

Layout Dot  
shown with demo line. 

Layout Dot 
not completely 
erased. 

Redrawn 
broken outer  
frame line. 
DISCOVERY 
COPY! Layout 

Dots 
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Postal tag mail-in  
Film Canister Bags… 

before and after 
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After processing…. 

During WWII  
your developed film 

may come back 
lacking positives, 
with this notice: 
“CANCELLED 

BECAUSE  
OF PAPER 

RATIONING 
UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE”!  

Type 71 Bureau 
Precancels 
required a 

minimum order 
on coil rolls of 

250,000 to 
500,000, 

dependent on 
face value and 
post office size. 



Super X-8MM 
film reels 

processed by  
First Class Mail 

15¢ Rate  from  
U.S.S. Repose 

Tsingtao, China 1948 
(Military Postal Rate)  

or 
Bridgeport, Conn. 1949  

(Domestic Postal Rate 
3¢ x 5oz.---1932-1958) 

3 film boxes 
taped together 

= 15¢  
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A cover with a little bit of everything!  
 

An Undeliverable 2¢ Intercity Drop Letter.   
Up-rated by 1¢ to  

1st Class Mail – and Forwarded –  
Undeliverable and Returned to Sender! 

Postage Due 
usages  

(& applications) 
as well as 

“The Finger” 
are as 

collectible as 
the Prexies! 

The  
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RARE! 
Registered  

2¢ Local Letter 
 

Forwarded 
WITHOUT 

the additional  
1¢ Postage 
Due  Fee! 

Some 
collectors 
prefer to 
collect 

only solo 
usages. 
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Shortages of  
POSTAGE DUE ISSUES 

occurred between 
1941 and 1955! 

 
Prexies 

took their place!   
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Mail deposited  
at the dock, specifying a  
Plane (i.e.: CLIPPER). 

 
IF you missed the 
plane that day -  

your mail was socked a 
LATE FEE! (Postage Due.) 

(Mail had to arrive 90 minutes  
before a departure, as  

Clippers did not fly daily!) 
 

Mail was not allow to sit  
at the dock unprocessed  

between flights. 
 

LATE FEE Charge! 
determined by:  
 
(Tip-Off: 1st class mail 
MUST have a date of 
mailing.) 
1.  Blind Double-Oval 

cancel 
2.  Routing 
3.  Mailed from 

Pacific Clipper 



Others need an  
Accounting Degree 

 to compute & convert  
U. S. Cents  

to  
French Gold Centimes 

to 
British Pence! 
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Correct Rate Air Mail = 25¢ 
  so…   

U. S. Postage Due = 20¢ = 120 Fr. Centimes 
120 French Centimes = 1/-  or one Shilling 

1 Shilling = 12pence 
Any one confused yet?  

So lets 
have fun 

with 
math! 
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Postage Due was not due!  
 

The Postage Due represents  
the French Addressee  

paying their their yearly  
Post Office Box or  
Mail Window Box  

Pick-Up Fee! 
The covers were a receipt. 

Looks are 
deceiving! 



Sometimes 
ILLEGAL stamps 

are accepted… 
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…and 
sometimes they 

are rejected! 

What’s legal 
postage is  
also fun… 

War 
Savings 
Stamps 

were 
invalid for 
postage. 



4th Class & Parcel Post 
Zone 3: 1st lb.              9¢ 
Firm Mailing, Insured  
Minimum Fee             5¢  
Total Postage Due      14¢   
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3rd Class Single, Single-Piece 
Single Pc, < 2oz.         1½¢ 
Firm Mailing, Insured  
Minimum Fee             5¢ 
Total Postage Due       6½¢ 
 (Overpaid by ½¢, for convenience.) 

 
Difference                   7½¢  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
How did it qualify for 3rd Class? 

The package was under 1lb.! 

The  
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And, with the  
Post Office, 
sometimes  
2 + 2 = 3 

 
or, in this case…   
THIRD CLASS  

MAIL! 

5¢ 
Tip-off! 
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NEWSPAPERS  
(printers) 

 had a special  
Second Class 

Newspaper & Agent 
Rates 
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Printers who were  
NOT Newspapers 

had a Special  
2nd Class Rate. 

These were called  
THE TRANSIENT  

2nd CLASS  
RATE! 

…both  
could mail 
 4th CLASS 
Pound Rate 
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Printed Matter 
 could be mailed by 
2nd, 3rd or 4th class… 

in your choice of 
Domestic or  

International Rates… 
 

A Scale, Permit, 
Rate Chart, and  
Adding Machine 

gets the  
best rate. 
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Certain Prexies are  
more sought after than others  

on cover.  
These values included: 

11¢, 12¢, 13¢, 14¢, 17¢, 19¢, 
21¢, 22¢, 24¢, $2, & $5. 

   
WHY? 

These values were  
only available  

at larger post offices! 
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“Penalty 
Mail” 

is collected 
for the  
Corner 
Cards 

and usages. 

 Stamps added to 
“Penalty Mail” 

pay for  
“Service Fees” 

(Air Mail, Special 
Delivery, Registered/ 

Certified Mail, Return 
Receipt, etc.)…  

except usage within 
Washington, D.C., 

where it covered 
everything   

(except airmail.) 
~~~~ 

Stamps must cover 
“PENALTY” 
statement on 

International mailings. 
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Sometimes the 
graphics are as 

collectible as the 
rate and solo 

usage… 
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Does anyone else find  
humor in this cover? 

  
Western Union used  

the U.S. Mail  
(competitors then)  

to deliver 
a Telegram   

3.5 miles from  
this telegraph office! 

 
Or, the person paid for 

Telegraph Delivery Service…
they could have put it in mail 
themselves and saved a lot of 

$$$. 
 

Perfins 
are a big 

collecting area 
in Prexies. 
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Modern advertising covers are a 
very popular collecting area.  



Hazardous  items 
including: shingles, bricks, 

children, and more  
were eventually banned 

from mailing by the  
USPOD due to  

hazards to employees. 

Children being mailed were banned after 
two were mailed on R.P.O.’s in 1911.  
(They were “bag tagged”…not boxed!)  

A bank was mailed, brick-by-brick, in the 
1930’s. The brick maker found 4th Class 

postage was cheaper than trucking! 
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The PUAS* Surface 
Postal Rate 

was  
3¢/oz. per oz.  

 
*Postal Union of the 
Americas & Spain is 

part of U.P.U. 

 
…the Surface for Europe* 

& the rest of the world was  
5¢/oz. first oz.; 3¢/oz. add’l 

 
(*hmmm…I thought Spain was 

in Europe?) 
 

Rate 
confusion 
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Unusual Rates 
are sought after: 

3rd Class  
Book, Catalog &  

Material for Planting 
Rate. 

Auxiliary 
Markings 

are collected. 
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High-Weight Rates 
are sought after! 

 
3¢ x 12 oz. (or ¾ lbs.) 

First Class Surface Rate 
WRAPPER! 
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Hi-Value 
usages  

$1,  $2  and  $5 
are very 

 sought after! 



Sometimes, I’d rather have 
what was being mailed…
opposed to the stamps! 

$10,000.00 
in cash!!! 

$41,000.00 
in cash!!! The  

Prexies 
 



Did you know there was a period when there were 
SPLIT AIR MAIL/SURFACE MAIL RATES ? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Airmail to a U.S. Port - Surface Mail beyond! 

 OR 
U.S. Surface Mail to a U.S. Port – then 

Air Mail from a European Port to Destination! 
(Did you understand that? Neither did Mailers or P.O. Clerks.)  
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SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL 
SERVICE 

 
The rarest rate and 

usage 
of the Prexies! 

 
First Prexie Issue : 4/25/1938 

Cessation of Service: appx. 9/7/39 
 

Only a handful of covers known 
from this period. 

 Why?  
Time of change to  

Airmail! 
 
 
 
 



4 Days 
PRIOR TO 
Declaration 

of War!  

Censored in Bermuda- 
Returned-to-sender 
6 to 7 months later! 

 

Censored 
Mail 

Markings 
are very 

collectible. 
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RETURN TO SENDER 
SERVICE SUSPENDED 
Round trip: 1 year 14 days  

 
 

Cover addressed to a town in the 
German Coastal Military Zone 

(Atlantic Wall) where 
outside entry was prohibited! 

RARE Vichy h/s 
translation:  

“MAIL UNDELIVERABLE 
RETURN 

ZONE OCCUPIED”  



Tracking mail 
disruption during 

WWII is an 
interesting part of 

postal history. 
Normally, this cover 
would have traveled 

thru Europe 
to Turkey, not 

Africa.  

The  
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Domestic, 
Foreign & 
Military 
Censor 

Markings 
are their 

own 
collecting 

area. 

BLACKBALLED MAIL !  
DID YOU KNOW ? 

Diplomatic Mail, Red Cross, and 
Semi-Official Mail received special 
censoring & markings? 
 
“Black Dots” & “Purple Dashes” 
were “Question” and “Answer” 
marks relating to whether mail 
was “privileged” or not! 

 
PURPLE BAR ONLY =   
is this privileged mail ? Do we censor? 
 
BLACK BALL = DO NOT OPEN!  
Do not censor. BLACKBALLED! 

  
PURPLE BAR+BLACK BALL=  
Open & Censor. Mail not privileged. 

 
PURPLE BAR & DOT   
(a dime, for perspective) 



Tracking a cover’s  
travel is part of the fun 

and the challenge of 
postal history!  
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I love researching 
the postal 

markings, routes 
and how long and 
far a cover travels! 



Sometimes a cover 
never reaches the 
addressee and is 
returned to the 

sender… 
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Label indicates 
“UNKNOWN” 

in  
3 languages. 



Sometimes a package   
“PASSES FREE U.S. 

CUSTOMS.” 
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…especially 
covers from 
small islands  

like 
Pago Pago. 
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Covers 
between 

Islands, like 
Guam and 

Hawaii, are a 
challenge to 

locate…    



…some handwritten  …most common 
are the ovals 

…some boxed… 

The  
Prexies 
 

…some P.O. clerks felt 
English was sufficient. 

“A.R.” 
“AVIS RECEPTION” 

or 
 “Acknowledgement 

Upon Receipt” 
 

Auxiliary Markings are 
interesting… 
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There was 
International Special Delivery.  

It was called  
EXPRESS SERVICE. 

 
The “red” or “red white” 

label was the 
international U.P.U. 

symbol for 
EXPRESS MAIL.  

  

x 
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U.S. TREASURY DEPT. 
had special 

 Tax & Financial  
Postal Regulations  

in place  
during WWII… 

This notation in 
Spanish explains: 
“…papers were 
included, but…  

 “…the check was not 
 in the mail!”  
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Some 
Air Mail Rates 

are 
straightforward… 



…and some rates  
more obscure: 
International 

2nd Class – Air Mail. 

The  
Prexies 
 



5lb. 15oz.  
reel of wire  
shipped by 

International  
Air 

Parcel Post 
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“PASSED”… 
(does not mean 

censored) 

Unopened— 
Uncensored 

at the 
height of 
the war!  

 
WHY? HOW! 

War Covers 
a.k.a. Military 

Mail 
a  #1 area  

Postal History  
collectible! 

This cover 
has more 
questions 

than 
answers! 

This cover  
did not travel 

through civilian 
mails. If it did,  
it would have 
been opened 
and censored! 
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Some covers are  
very special…  

 
they give us pause to think 
and reflect on those who 

gave their life  
for our country… 
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This P.O.W. worked on a 
American farm, earning money, 
allowing him to pay for luxuries 

like personal items, air mail 
stamps and more!  

  
The Germans and Japanese 

weren’t that kind to  
U.S. P.O.W.s !  

Others make us 
wonder if the mailer 

realized just how lucky  
they were to be here? 
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1939 

Camp Kitchener  
Kent, England 

 
Not the type Camp you 

think it is!  
 

“…in 1939, Jewish Groups managed to “PURCHASE” the release of  
4,500 Jewish males (ages 18 to 40) from Germany’s Auschwitz Death Camp… 

 
…England permitted these men to be released to Kitchener Internment Camp 

in Kent, England until they found residence in other countries …  
inmates were not permitted to leave the camp…” 

        ‘Four Thousand Lives: The Kitchener Camp Rescue’ 
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PRIDE OF THE CORP! 
In early 1945, United States Marines at 
Quantico embarrassed the U.S. 
Government.  
 
On a daily basis, U.S. Marines would 
beat and strip displaced Netherlands 
troops and officers of the Royal 
Netherland Marine Corps of U.S. 
Marine uniforms. The Quantico 
Commander moved the RNMC to 
another Military base…the Negro 
Marine Corp Base…Camp Davis, N.C.!  
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And some covers now give away 
Military Intelligence! 

  
This “G-2” Group was part of the 

“cleanzification” of Germany 
after WWII.  

 
GROUP B was one of two 

Intelligence Groups responsible for 
hunting down German war criminals  

and bringing them to the  
Nuremberg war crime trials. 



3rd Class Wrapper for Specimen Containers! 
Pouched with FIRST CLASS LETTER MAIL! And then there are the 

certain items that will 
NEVER be allowed 

in the house…      
at any price! 
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Currently available on EBAY for $325.00 if anyone is interested…  



This cover represents  
the start of a 57+ year 

friendship… 
and my love of Prexies  

and postal history. 
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You must have 
these two 

publications in  
your philatelic 

library… 
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Members include: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, El Salvador, Spain: including the following 
Spanish Islands off the coast of Africa: Balearic Islands, 
Canary Islands Alhucemas Island, Ceuta Island, Chaferinas 
Island & Zafarani Island; Spanish Colony of Mellila in 
Morocco; Penon de Velez de la Gomera fortress in Africa; 
Tangier Island, Morocco, and Andorra via Spain; United 
States,  Uruguay and Venezuela.  
(Footnote: Portugal was added in the 1990’s) 

PUAS = Postal Union of the Americas 
and Spain  



Good 
Night! 


